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izards of Gulf shipping 

rab oil tankers asked to stay 
ear of Iranian ports 


K ' AIT ( AP) — The Saudi Arabian oil 
■ i 1 ter on Wednesday expressed accord 
Iraq that. Arab tankers should avoid 
'• j i crude oil at Iranian terminals be- 
of hazards involved in sailing 
: gh the war zone. 

: sikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani told repor- 
he Iraqi attack on the Saudi tanker in 
Li. ' ulf waters on 25 April was not clelib- 

• . because it is difficult for military 

L* ; - s to distinguish and identify such 
i * • is. "I believe that it will be noccss- 

i o impose a condition on whoever 
> • ers a (anker to avoid ( Iran's) Kharg 
h d. ” said Yamani. This might become 
* • -alive with u view to averting finan- 
mzards to investments. 

• spoke shortly before attending the 
I)' i nual ministerial meeting of the Orga- 
ui. ion of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
«... . tries (Oapcc). Yamani was respond- 

o a published demand by Iraqi pre- 

it Saddam Hussein (hat Arab tanker 

l v- rs should make sure that foreign 
c.> ponies chartering their tankers will 
n«- ;o to Iranian terminals. He contended 
th even the tanker owners would not 
ni * isarily know where their vessels go. 

» >se who know the oil shipping market 
.(>■ . ware that owners rent their tankers 
tn t-me quarter who manage them," he 

S.1, . 

‘imani insisted that Arab governments 

lil necessarily know where Arab tan- 
k*‘ sail, but governments might have to 
do . imething about that. "It is like (an 
At ►.) owning a hotel in some Western 
c«v , ttry. and the owner would not be able 
to now the identities and nationalities of 
tb< hotel guests," said Yamani. 


The Saudi oil minister was obviously all- 
uding to ‘Safina Al-Arab.' the I 78.808- 
ton supertanker jointly owned by Saudi 
and Swedish shippers, which was hit by 
an Iraqi missile near kharg last month. It 
was not clear if the Saudi minister also 
had in mind the 117.710-ton Al- 
Ahood - . tanker, also owned jointly by 
Amar Line Maritime Ltd., a Saudi- 
European company. ‘Al-Ahood' hit by 
Iraqi planes in the Gulf on Tuesday, was 
chartered by the shipping management 
S.A.M company of Monte Carlo. But Ya- 
mani’s statement was the first official 
Saudi confirmation of the attack on Safina 
Al-Arab. 

Iraq has been unable to export its oil 
through the Gulf route mainly on account 
of the war situation with Iran nnd Iran has 
threatened to block GulT oil exports and 
close (he Strait of Hormuz if Iraq attacked 
Iranian oil terminals or impeded oil tan- 
ker navigation through the Gulf. 

The Iraqi Foreign Minister. Tariq Aziz, 
visited Saudi Arabia last week and report- 
edly explained his governments' views on 
navigation in the Gulf. Arab diplomatic 
sources said the Saudi government was in 
agreement with Aziz on the necessity of 
avoiding the hazards of navigation in the 
exclusion zone. The zine was defined by 
Iraq Iasi year, when oil tankers were told 
to stay away from Iranian terminals or 
risk attacks by Iraqi warplanes. 

But the Saudi Defence Minister has. 
however, denied that a Saudi oil tanker 
was hit in the Gulf on Monday as re- 
ported. 



weekly 


Armed officers of the Quebec police force surround the National Assembly bulldlat 
Tuesday after the shooting spree there In which three people died (AP Wlrephoto) 

Soldier kills 3 in an attempt 
to overthrow Quebec’s govt. 


Confusion surrounds attack 


Co 


i mued from page I 

nile insisting that the brotherhood 
•rhed the attack, Qadhafi said the Un- 
States and Britain were ultimately rc- 
isible for it because they give asylum 
ot"as they claim to our political op- 
nts — but to terrorists whom they 
ind incite to commit crimes, with the 
<b collaboration of Sudan and other 
countries." 

juleau said he named the United 
is, Britain and Sudan among these 
dries, but refused to identify the 
r Arab nations allegedly involved. 

-tdhafi rejected the allegation that he 
ordered political opponents abroad to 
•Hied. ‘‘That is a lie spread by the im- 
-list press," he declared. 

The real political opponents are here, 

• .tg us. They have every freedom to 
, ess their views in the peoples* con- 
ses. The others, the terrorists, are 
. taneously liquidated by Libyans living 
.ud. But I have never incited them to 


do this. On the contrary, I constantly inv- 
ite the opponents to return to Libya so I 
can protect them." 

Asked about two students put to death 
at Tripoli University on 16 April. Qadhafi 
said: " I have nothing to say on that sub- 
ject. They were two counterrevolutiona- 
ries who were judged and liquidated by 
their fellow students." 

"I freely admit that the dictatorship ex- 
ercised by our people is tyrannical." he 
added, declaring that the same was true of 
the first French revolution in 1789. 

Rouleau took up the comparison and 
asked Qadhafi whether he should not fear 
seeing his revolution swept away like (he 
French revolution was swept away by Na- 
poleon. 

"That is impossible," he said. "With 
us, revolutionaries control the armed for- 
ces. Our plan, now being carried out, is to 
arm the entire population. Its objective is 
precisely the definitive elimination of the 
regular army." 


QUEBEC ( AP) — A Canadian soldier who 
killed three people and injured I 3 with 
showers of submachine gun bullets in 
Quebec's legislative chamber said his goal 
was to destroy the separatist provincial 
government, authorities said. 

The soldier, identified as Cpl. Denis 
Lortie, a 22-year-old supply technician, 
held a sergeant-at-arms hostage for more 
than four hours Tuesday in the national 
assembly building before surrendering. 
The gunman, wearing green combat fatig- 
ues, a flak jacket, beret, and ammunition 
belts, was taken into custody by Quebec 
city police. 

The dead and injured were low- ranking 
legislative employees preparing for a com- 
mittee meeting, rather than the lop politi- 
cians who apparently were the target of 
the attack. Flags at the assembly building 
were flown at half-mast Wednesday in 
mourning for the dead. 

Defence Department officials said Lor- 
tie worked at an armed forces base just 
outside Ottawa, and as a supply techni- 
cian, he would have access to weapons, 
but no authority to take them off the base. 
City police declined to provide any infor- 
mation. or even confirm the identity fur- 
nished by Defence Department officials 
for (he man being held, but a picture of 
the day's events emerged from scattered 
reports from around this historic city. 

About 1320 GMT Tuesday, a man 
dressed in military fatigues delivered a 
tape recording to Radio Station CJRP. The 
cassette was in an envelope marked D. 
Lortie, with a note saying "to listen to it 
after 10 a. m." (1400 GMT). 

Maritchu Dabbadie, a newswoman at 
the station, said the man appeared calm. 


The recordings, criticism of the policies 
of Premier Rene Levesque and his cabinet 
was not alarming . she said, until the 
speaker started saying he would destro) 
the government between 10 and II a.m 
( 1400 GMT and 1500 GMT). 

In the radio tape delivered to CJRP. i 
portion of which was later broadcast, ihr 
speaker vowed to destroy the government 
in power, including Rene Levesque for 
doing much wrong to the French- language | 
people of Quebec and Canada. Levesque’s 
party, which has governed since 1 976. 
has enacted legislation to reinforce 
French us the dominant language 
Quebec, where more than 80 per cent of 
the 6 million population speaks French It 
also socks to make the province indepen- 
dent. 

Opponents of the ‘Parti QuebecoiVW 
by Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudew 
argue that French-speaking Canadiam 
have greater opportunities as part of a lar- 
ger country. The speaker on the tape re 
cording said. " I he* Parti Quebecois *** 
to have only one lunguage in Quebec- rw_ 
what reason? They want to confine ;us 
Quebec. They tell people not to go live er- 
se where. ” 

Quebec was the scene of frequent 
ings by a group called the Front De Lice 
lion Du Quebec IFLQ) in the 1960 s J* 
since FLQ terrorists kidnapped I*® " . 
cials — and murdered one — id , 
there has been little political violen 
the province. 

in another incident in 
were negotiating by telephone wen 
with a gunman who opened fire on 
ersby early in the morning. woundW 
people. 


ritish police hunt for Qadhafi’ s hit- men 


By Len Rockingham 

Star London Correspondent 

DON — Mrs. Thatcher’s decision to 
officials to look into the events lead- 
ini up to the shooling of policewoman 
Vv<- me Fletcher and the subsequent crisis 
pen Britain and Libya, rather than to 
sc- 4 :p it public commission of inquiry, has 
l$’« . -a much of the publicity away from the 
vt- e affair. 

ta. t at the same time police and security 
oft jals remain as busy as evef in trying 
Co* r entify the murderer and to make sure 
th».- Britain is cleansed once and for all of 
Gtf.hel Qadhafi’s hit squads. 

T-te prime minister's decision not to ap- 
jKUa-l the sort of public inquiry which she 
dlt£ after the Falklands War. was taken on 
b«?. I security and political grounds. In a 
radt.) interview this week, Mrs. Thatcher 
safe? that at the time of the Falklands War 
ft member of parliament had said * some- 
thing utterly devastating* to British intell- 


igence. This is thought to have referred to 
British monitoring of Argentine diploma- 
tic messages. 

British monitoring of Libya's diplomatic 
traffic is, if anything, even more sensi- 
tive. Reports persist here that the govern- 
ment was indeed warned that the Libyan 
‘ People's Bureau' had .been told by Tripoli 
to act against the anti -Qadhafi demonstra- 
tors. Bui why the message was not acted 
upon, or whether it was passed on at all, 
may never be made public in Britain. 

Even more sensitive is (he question of 
whether the policewoman's murderer 
should have been allowed to escape jus- 
tice. The opposition Labour Party’s fore- 
ign affairs spokesman, Mr. Denis Healey, 
said that Britain had suffered ‘a humiliat- 
ing defeat* by allowing policewoman Flet- 
cher's murderer to leave the country scot- 
free. Mrs. Thatcher’s reply to that was 
that it was the Libyans who had been hu- 
miliated by. the break in diplomatic rela- 
tions. . ■ l;..' ... 


Yet in the public mind the whole ques- 
tion of who came out best has been con- 
fused by Libya's ‘tit- for- tat* policies, in 
mockingly copying everything that has 
happened in London — even down to the 
' discovery’ of arms in the vacated British 
embassy in Tripoli. This is another reason 
why the government would prefer to let 
the whole affair fade from the television 
screens for a little to be replaced by solid 
police activity out of the limelight. 

The police are concentrating on two 

tasks. The first is the identification of the Dartmouth 
aotunl murderer, the man who fired the ' 
shot which killed policewoman Fletcher 
frdm the first-floor window of the ‘Peo- 
ple s Bureau’ in St. Jame's Square. They 
have already found a bullet from the 
sub- machine gun which was used and last 
week the Home Secretary, Mr. Leon Bril- 
tan, said that the suspects had been nar- 
rowed down to two men. Both enjoyed di- 
plomatic immunity, however, so neither 
. could have been brought to justice. 
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Israel attacks Palestinian camp 

Reports differ on number of victims 



By Star Staff Writer 
and agencies’ reports 
jHMAN — News reports differed on 
lie number of Palestinian casualties 
a result of Israeli and Israeli- 
backed militia attacks on Ein El- 
jlilweh Palestinian refugee camp in 
South Lebanon. 

Israeli occupation forces surrounded 
He camp with armoured vehicles, then 
entered the camp early Wednesday, blow- 
ing off doors of houses with explosives 
and making about 150 arrests, witnesses 
said. 

At least 20 persons were injured and 5 
killed in the five- hour storming of the 
timp, hospital sources said. 

Residents of the camp on the edge of Si- 
don, 40 kilometres south of Beirut, told 
reporters the Israeli lank and armoured 
force blew up houses before it withdrew 
from the camp nt dawn Wednesday. 
Palestinian refugees pointed to ubout 20 


damaged or leveled houses as being dyna- 
mited by Israeli troops. 

Israeli military sources in Tel Aviv said 
Israeli forces undertook searches and ac- 
tions meant to prevent "terrorist actions 
in the camp." The sources said a few ar- 
rests were made and weapons, ammuni- 
tion and "terrorist materials were discov- 
ered. " 

People iu the camp said there would be 
a three- day strike in protest of the Israeli 
siege and Ihe arrests. Schools and shops 
closed in the camp, which houses more 
than 26,000 Palestinian refugees regis- 
tered with the United Nations. 

The incident came the day after a de- 
monstration at the camp and the issuing 
of* statement against Israel to protest Balf- 
our declaration and the anniversary of (he 
founding of Isrocl in May 1948. There 
also were reports of fighting between rival 
Tactions in the camp. 

By Wednesday night the military corre- 
spondent of the Israeli Army Radio re- 


Lower House holds meeting 

Security, Publication and freedom 
laws, discussed in open session 


By Amal Ghandour 

Star Starr Writer 

AMMAN — Tuesday's special session of 
'm fewer House of the parliament wns 
wything but routine. Debarring some of 
usual repetitions. 1 9 representatives 
‘pent 6 hours probing and questioning iss- 
«s previously reserved Tor the closed cir- 
ties of the government. 

Twenty- one representatives signed a 
petition last week requesting the holding 
? a *Pcc»al session of discussions with 
w government on "all important issues 
^Problems." 

Jbehotesl issue at hand was concerning 
", Measures which suppress the rights 
compromise the interests and security 


Now it is confidently reported t^ ^ 
press, the investigation has 
one man. and the implication is id 
ever ventures outside Libya wiinou 
matip immunity the British ^police « 
all in their power to have him e* 
to London to face trial. . m i 

The other police activity has ^ | 
identify Qadhafi's remaining hi " . t 
Britain, most of them going under s 
ise of students. In the past wees. f , 
ber of Libyans have been deporte J. 
naval officers at the Royal Naval , , - 
Dartmouth, have "been 
leave". The search is a very thorou^ 
and the police have even eidistofl » b 
of anti-Qadhafi Libyans in BrltB,n ‘ J 
Despite reports that the U * 
ment is trying to regroup its ac 
Ireland, there is no doubt that 1 ‘ J* ; 
tions in Britain hpve been sever 
pled. And, away from lh f ® uji* 
headlines, this will probably tu ‘T )e¥ {B# 
the most lasting and positive acb - 
of the whole sad affair. 



answers 


rang 

repre- 



and opress anyone even under the camou- 
flage of public security.” 

Martial law, the 1935 Defence Law and 
mililury courts, which were supposed to 
be temporary emergency acts for volatile 
times — noted some representatives — 
are becoming permanent features of the 
state. Mr. Shubcilatt stressed that "it 
would be understandable and acceptable to 
live under Martial law iT we were actually 
in a stale of war, but we are not." 

Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidal's reply 
to the 19 reprcscnlalivcs, was equally 
candid. While endorsing requests for 
freedom of the press and the alteration of 
the Publications law. the Prime Minister 
was not as lenient on other demands. 

Staling that contrary to the representa- 
tives’ allegations, there was only one gov- 
ernment department responsible for 
intelligence- gathering operations. Prime 
Minister ‘Obeidal explained that "by its 
nature, Ihc intelligence network is closed 
and secretive.” 

Describing some of the representatives 
stories as exaggerated, the Prime Minis- 
ter stressed that holding the passports of 
some students is not senseless intimida- 
tion, "but a necessary proceedure for the 
national security of the country. " 

He explained that students abroad are 
introduced constantly to different hostile 
political movements "geared towards 
compromising the stability or this coun- 
try." 

■‘I do not want to be severe on our 
students, but interrogations, and some- 
times holding of passports, are essential 
if we are to check any threat before it is 
too late." the Prime Minister said. 

He added that recent car bombings and 
attempted assassinations by Jordanian 
students on Jordanian ambassadors war- 
ranted such strict measures. 

Political prisoners, Prime Minister 
Obeidat said "are jailed not because of 
- — but because of 


Anton Lahad: New crime 

ported that big fires were still raging in 
three areas inside Ein El-Hilweh camp 
and that black smoke is filling (he skies 
with blasts every now and then around 
camp. 

Israeli paratroopers assaulted the camp 
from the south and east on Wednesday in 
the wake of violent clashes at the gates of 
the camp and on the main streets on Tues- 
day between the forces of General Anton 
Lahad. the commander of the South Leba- 
non Army, and camp residents resulting 
in killing and wounding 12 of Lahad's 
troops. Five of Ihe camp residents were 
killed including two girls in addition oT 
tens injured, and were not removed to ho- 
spitals for treatment. 

Israeli bulldozers lore down 17 houses 
in camp and many other buildings were 
destroyed totalling 37 houses and schools. 
Other buildings were hit. 

Israeli security forces disclosed Lhal the 
number of casualties in the camp reached 
100 in addition to 104 Palestinians ar- 
rested including many girls. 

Three Israeli tanks and two armoured 
vehicles were hit during the campaign. Is- 
raeli casualties were moved to 
Rumba ni hospital in Haifa and Tel Ha- 
shome in Tel Aviv. 
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Mitterrand’s visit 
unconfirmed 

AMMAN (Star) — "The principle of a 
slate vfelt to Jordan by French President 
Francois Mitterrand has been agreed upon 
last year," a French embassy spokesman 
told The Star on Wednesday. "But wc 
have no confirmation on the exact date of 
the visit." 

The spokesman was referring to a recent 
press statement by a Jordanian official at 
the embassy In Paris on Monday. So far no 
official comment has been voiced Jo the 
French capital. 

The French embassy official said that 
Ills Majesty King Hussein has renewed his 
Invitation to Mr Mitterrand when he was 
visiting Paris In December 1983. 


^Minister: Candid 

which nJi vidual * vj oIate the principles on 
Biff constitution is tased," 

5e J vice actions of bolding 
GpeciaiiJ^? 8 ., of cer tain "elements," 

Jordan L5 ludents . u P° n their return to 
*heir ^.^ting individuals because 

* AQailS *L vlews , said Mr. Abdullah . . . ono# 

orr S? recently- elected repre- their political convictions, but because _ 

Hie C^JaHeh — "are violations of their actions against) be national security 

• and spirit of the constitution." of this country.” The Prime Mjmster 

ssgasw wa as 

, ^4?w»SJ° P r e 1 Sf ere aU rejected. In the pvlnjwti instru g detention to 

XL* • fai ' r ,rial or rele “ e *■ 

,n »lrument to illegally intimidate tainee. 

•ferdaa is# Ms Sued! Arabia * Qatar. J rtyaw 


‘Media behind increase 
of registered unemployed’ 

1000 Jordanian expatriates to 
seek work in summer 

By Kathy Kaklsh 
Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — This year Is proving to be a lean one for the 5569 unemployed labourers | 
registered at the Ministry of Labour employment offices. Such a number marks a 93 
per cent Increase as against the number of unemployed registered in 1982. (See 
related story on page 6). 

Dr Mansour Utoum, the Employment Department director at the ministry explained 
to The Star what he believes to he the direct causes behind such an Increase, with 1 
mass communication being the main one. "More people are now becoming aware of 
the existence and functions of employment offices and are thus registering their 
names. Another reason Is that a huge number of workers are lining up for registra- 
tion to seek better work opportunities than can be found at their former or present 
jobs,*' Dr. Utoum said. 

He said that 1,115 workers have registered at Amman employment offices last 
month. Immediately, 900 were nominated for companies seeking employees, out of 
which 500 obtained Jobs. 

Referring to the 120,000 foreign labourers In Jordan, Dr. Utoum said that among 
those who are found to have been taking the place of Jordanian workers — this Is 
checked according to employment lists at the employment offices — MU be refused a 
work permit renewal once' their contracts end. As for foreign workers Jordan Is In 
need of — due to the non- existence or small number of Jordanians who can take their 
place they will be allowed to keep their present Jobs and their contracts renewed. 

The ministry expects the return of some 1 ,000 Jordanians from Gnlf countries this I 
summer seeking permanent jobs. "We hope to find jobs for these people, but It 
would help If a number of them intend to open private businesses of their own,* * Dr. 
Utonm said. 
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For Rent 

De Luxe Furnished Apartment 

First floor — consisting of two bedrooms — hall — sit- 
ting room — glass-closed veranda — modern kitchen 
— deluxe furniture — coloured television — central 
heating — private telephone — Located In the vicinity 
of the 5th circle — south Umm Utbaina — Yearly con- 
tract required — For Information call 

Telephone 812440 or 814462 
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Go the quality way 
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satellite car co. 

ADDALl - NEAR THE HOUSING BA NX . AMMAN- JORDAN 
CALL i TEL 25767. ZW71 . PC BOX 9180 .TELEX 21513 BILCO|0 



Under The Patronage of 
Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor 

The Celebral paulsy Founda- 
tion with the cooperation of 
the RJAF, Royal Jordanian 1 
Falcons and Alla Is holding an 
Independence Day Air Display 
Tickets are on sale at: 

Hasbem Restaurant/ Sakkar 
pharmacy/ Sweet supermar- 
ket/ University Library/ 
Marrlot Beauty Shop/ Istlqlal 
Library/ Shmeisanl, Inter- 
national Traders/ Holiday ! 
Inn, J.V.C. Video centre, 
Manar Press-Zarqa / Firas I 
Llbrary-Jabal Amman/ Babel 
supermarket/ Lebanon 
grocery-Jabal Hussein 


Get fast A 

responses. " 

Advertise In 
thlssectton 
of The Star. 

Ask for space 
In page 2. For 
special prices and 
denis 

call 667 178, 9. 


i A « Hotel Jordan Inter. Contiusnisl 8s Gpitlsti Alpweys present muSk 
w Qinnsp ThsetPe 


DEREK 

NIMMO 

MOIRA 

LISTER 


. GEOFFREY 
PALMER 

. COLETTE 
GLEESON 


A comedy concerning a long 
forgotten alliance which causes 
an upheaval In the domestic lives 
oT two pillars of (he British 
Diplomatic Service. 


“A FRIEND INDEED 

A Sparkling Comedy by William Douglas Home 

With 

JO KENDALL • JULIE DAWN COLE 

MARK COLLEANO 

Directed by Jan Butlin- Produced by Derek Nimt$o 
Designed by Terry Parsons • Lighting by Stan Davies 

t int ewTine cast are f lown to Cocktails 0. 30 pm , Dinner 7. 30pm. 

n „l H . Theatre! approx) 9.30pm. 

■ airways Tickets at JD 16.00 

(Tax and service charge Included) 

h ^ IWItL^OWSW lATIR'lCMIYIUVI For all reservations please call 41361 Ext. 5 J 


wish lasvwm 

Come and taste our 
* -Shiah KatMb v . , CZj 

* Adana Kebab \ 

* Denar Kebab 
A Freah Fish 

Together with a wide variety of 

T urk ishmeieandother delicious Wishes. 

6th Circle* Jabal Amman 
op#. .San Rock Hotel 

For Reservations Call 816880 


Attractive Waterfalls " 

LaTerrace Restaurant announces the Opening of ih 
roof (terrace) where you can enjoy the most fascia 
ing views of Amman Xhe tasty dlshes of 

BarbecueumjChar-Coal ,err,c * 

Delicious Lebanese Hors D* oeuvres 

Shmeisanl: Tel: 662831 


Amman 

Tel: 42043 


Optlkos Jordan 

Jordan 

Intercontinental 
a Hotel , 


Same Day Delivery 


/ \ j 

Eyes Examined^^v. M 

Contact Le nses 
7 Days a Week 

Moderate Prices 



IF 


ADVERTISEMENT * 

THE ASSOCIATION OF THE FRENCH 
LADIES OF JORDAN CHARITY 
BAZAAR 

The French Ladles of Jordan are organising a Charily 
Bazaar which will be held on Friday 18th May, starting 
from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m., In the gardens of the French 
Ambassador's residence, Jabal Amman, between 3rd- 
4th Circles. Various French products will be on sale: 
Food, handicrafts, books, perfume. Refreshments and 
snacks wilt also be available. Animation: choir, folk 
dances, computer games, etc. 

Entrance fees: JD 1 - Freefor children 
Baby sitting available. 

PROCEEDS WILL QO TO SEVERAL JORDANIAN 
CHARITIES. 


VISIT THE 

AUSTRALIAN 
TRADE DISPLAY 

AMMAN BALLROOM, HOLIDAY INN HOTEL AMM~AN 
... 27 MAY 1800-2000, 28-31 MAY 1000-1200 1600-2000 _ 


See first class 
Foodstuffs, Industrial 
equipment, Home 3 
products, Agricultural 


i/fiS*.*. Chosen especially 
Gl| Hfcv 1 for their suiiabiiyi" 
Jordan, these Australian 
i ***“ products are very 
1 J competitive in Quality. 


products, Agricultural ” V Mormance and cos 

bow-how, Automotive iLj&l 



3*3 For morr 

aflABkthcAuslrJ 

Commercial Co*”** 

fo tvjviraia.A'ww^f?®^ 

1-0. Bov 6fil - Ccni ™l 
Phone 7»3«Jt T**2“ w 
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One of tiie besl' 1 
hotels in Anifii;in 

mi: 

AMBASSADOR 


IN 

SAB AST I A 
HI SI At HAN | 
KOREAN 
JAPAN LSI-: 
CHINESE 
EUROPEAN 

FOOD 

lei. 665 16 1/6 2/6.1 
i xl 'O 


When In Aqaba don’t miss the ^ 

Samiramta BRetftaurant 

Fresh Fish From The Gulf 
European Cuisine 
Oriental Delicacies 

,Aniinuit.8!rcc(. Aqaba, lei: 5505 
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King answers questions worldwide : 

‘UN Resolution 242 is 
not negotiable’ :Hussein 


By Leo Rockingham 

Sac London Correspondent 

LONDON - His Majesty King 
HiMeiit (old the world on Sun- 
L ibal there had been an cro- 
in the commit mem of (lie 
united Stales W some or the key 
lulled Nations resolutions, 
whit'll had underpinned a great 
Piii of Middle East diplomacy. 

The King, who was taking part 
man internal ional phone- in pro- 
jumme on (he BBC. was an- 
gering a question from a Pales- 
tinian listener in Jerusalem. He 
nidlhal Resolution 24 2, which 
bn as its preamble Ihe inadmiss- 
ibility of the division of terrorily 
^ wr, cannot be subject to ne- 
gation, He then went on to say 
ibal, sadly, it appeared to be the 
cue that American support for 
Resolution 242 was being er- 
oded 

"After all, Ibe settlements arc 
being made with material help 
from the Americans," said the 
king “Israeli military might, in 
any event, is a result of conti- 
nued American support. In Ihe 
cate of the Reagan peace plan, 
lor example, this was rejected 
outright by the Israelis, and an 
intensification of the settlement 
activity followed. We fell the 
Americans could do more to en- 
sure (hat Ihe proposals for peace 
ue respected by all. ' * 

A caller from Berlin asked 
King Hussein whether Jordan 
might, therefore, breuk with the 
wsl and turn elsewhere for sup- 
port But His Majesty replied 
(nil he still favoured trying per- 
vasion with Jordan's friends. 

I Wieve that in time the Am- 
war 1 people — who arc basi- 
JfyajMl, decent people, l bc- 
jjvo in that very, very firmly — 
diflflge their position und 
renlnbute their share for the cs- 

Retired army 
Personnel 
form security 
company 

By P»m Dougherty 

Star Stafr Writer 

AMMAN — As long as conflicts 
and t? tho Arab- Israeli problem 

the Mil, raq n Iraa war conl « nue * 
East wlu rema i n an 
* nD _J in8 ecurity and potential 
(Dm \ Brigadier General 
Al-Mftjali, 

wiahiirt*^™® 10 ™ of lhe new *y 
mt h9 u '^“Pany Defence 
International ( DSI) . 


labl ishmenl of a just and durable 
peace in (he Middle East." 

Apart from calls from Jer- 
usalem and Berlin. His Majesty 
answered questions from Po- 
land. Belgium, Kuwait, Dubai. 
Singuporc and Britain. The culler 


from Belgium asked the King 
why he did nol make peace will) 
(he Israelis himself, as the laic 
President Sadat or Egypt had 
done. To this lhe King replied: 
“What we want is a comprehen- 
sive peace t hai mus t i n vol vc 
everyone in lhe area. The Pales- 


tinians must bu there if there is 
to be a solution lo the problem. 
There arc. other Arab stutex in- 
volved as well. So what we want 
is not a fragmentation of the 
problem, but to come lo grips 
with it coiled i vely. " 

Although most of the ques- 
tions concerned the Arab- Israeli 
dispute, the King also gave his 
views on other Middle East iss- 
ues. A British caller asked why 
Jordan supports Iraq in the waT 
with Iran, to which the King re- 
plied that — while Jordan wishes 
for good relations with Iran — it 
regards Iran as (he aggressor in 


jordan 


the current coni licl. He stressed 
that Iraq had made several at- 
tempts to bring about a cessation 
of hostilities, but these had been 
rejected. He also said that Jor- 
dan's position as u member of 
the Arab League compelled it to 
stand by its Arab brothers when 
they were threatened. 

On Lebanon, the King told a 
caller from Dubai that American 
involvement had only made mai- 
lers worse and had brought about 
a split in the Arab world on the 
issue, lie added, however, that 
(he split was the consequence of 
American policy not its objec- 
tive. 


bis iMH lCr ® enera l Majali and 
newrI2^ r ® We doping that their 
a **8 be abie to play 

err ro,e in deaiin 8 

lhe r/*ci 8 . n W r * arising from 
. re 8l°n s problems. 

bSft SlV 1 ; ^ d . in Cyprus. 

**X&*m«. Centres 
**^ ence Systems 
Wted, both of 
Mlddfe ii£S d t - he .; Amman- based 
title for Strate- 
MEISS) to form a 
^pohVV offering a 
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Alia Presents 




Alia, The Royal Jordanian Airline is proud to present Singapore - a new 
addition to its ever-expanding network. 

Now you can travel non-stop from Amman lo the Jewel of Southeast asia, the 
fascinating, sun-drenched tropical island of Singapore. 

Alia’s jumbo fleet will be at your service every Sunday and Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. to fly you in comfort to meet the rising sun of the next day in Singapore. 


[•or more information please contact Alia offices or your local agent. 


ijjjp 

Alia: The Royal (ordanian Airline 
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Prime Minister ‘Obeidat says: 

‘Future Arab political moves will 
revolve around the predicament 
of the occupied territories’ 


Drug company holdT" 
exhibition in Jordan 

New medical products coming 


By Amal Gha odour 

Star Stafr Writer 

AMMAN — "We arc talking 
about Arab consensus. We do 
not want to concentrate on any 
negativism in relations between 
various Arab countries, nor do 
we want to exploit anv div- 
ergences of outlooks. We hope 
that our brothers in Syria feel 
the same way.*' said Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad •Obeidat, thus hint- 
ing of Jordanian- Syrian reconci- 
liation. 

Mr. Olxridat was speaking in 
an interview on the television 
programme Issues' hosted by 
Mr. Mahmoud FI - She r if, cdilor- 
in- chief of Ad-Duslour and Mr. 
Tariq Mas same h. coliinitiist in 
Al-Kiii. He snid that Jordan has 
long halted its media attacks on 
Syria in an effort to create "an 
amicable atmosphere" before 
the next Arab summit convenes. 
The Prune Minister cited the 
•lest developments in the West 

and Gaza as the most dis- 
r mii»g trend in the area, and 
■cssed (hat any future Arab 
'political moves" will inexor- 
'!> revolve around "the present 
icdicament of the occupied ter- 
i itorics.* ' 

Mr. ‘Obeidat pointed out that 
**lhe urgency of the develop- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza, have rendered, close co- 
operation between Jordan and 
the PLG and other Arab coun- 
tries essential." 

Jordan- PLO talks 

The resumed Jordan- PLO talks 
after a ten month break were a 
recognition of the importance of 
the Palestinian- Jordanian for- 
mula to any future peace endea- 
vours, the prime minister said. 

The talks were brought Lo 
standstill in April 1982 after 
failure to agree on President 


Reagan's September 1982 peace 
initiative. Disagreements be- 
tween Jordan and the PLO in the 
March discussions over the lat- 
ter's preference to seek an Arab 
consensus before devising a 
commuii Jordanian- Palestinian 
strategy. Prime Minister 'Obet- 
dni revealed, were resolved dur- 
ing Mr. Yasser Ararat's visit to 
.Iordan two weeks ago. 

lie explained that pressure 
from various factions within the 
PLO. dissuaded Mr. Ararat from 
embarking upon any joint initia- 
tives with Jordan, adding that 
Jordanian- Palestinian efforts on 

“ Jordan \v quest for 
alternative arms sup- 
pliers in the face of the 
latest American let 
c/own are efforts to 
meet its responsibility 
towards its people and 
its needs , and not 
poli t / 1 ca I man oeu wes ' . 
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the international level will be 
undertaken when Mr. Arafat 
gains PNC approval of the 
Jordan-PLG approach, and the 
next Arab summit endorses the 
joint moves. 

Commenting on rumours about 
‘he Jordan- PLO Committee for 
the Occupied Territories' alleged 
misuse of funds, Mr. 'Obeidat 
said that unintended miscalcula- 
tions by the joint committee over 
the distribution of funds in the- 
west Bank and Gaza do not war- 
rant such grave accusations. He 
was quick to invite “any Arab 


Prime Minister ‘Obeidat 

country to see the balance sheet 
m joint committee." 

Iraq- Iran war 

On the Irttn-Iraq war. the 
prime minister expressed little 
optimism about attempts to bring 
Ihc. war to a hall. He warned 
against the “forces or fanatic- 
ism and sectarianism" which 
Khomeini's regime threatens to 
thrust upon the Arab world. 

The prime minister cautioned 
that Jordan’s search Tor arms 
from other sources should not be 
interpreted in an East- West con- 
text. Jordan's quest for alterna- 
tive arms suppliers in race of the 
latest American let down are 

efforts by Jordan lo meet its 
responsibility towards its people 
and its needs, and not political 
maneouvres." 

Jordan's request for 1,613 
shoulder- fired anti-aircraft stin- 
ger. missiles was turned down by 
the Reagan Administration foll- 
owing His Majesty King Huss- 
ein s critical statements over US 
policy in the Middle East. i 


By Joyce Niles 

Special to flic Star 

AMMAN — The Arab Drug Com- 
pany has held its first medical 
exhibition. 

The exhibition organised by 
the Amin Shokair Medical 
Supply Company was held at the 
Holiday Inn Thirty- six drug 
manufacturing firms displayed 
their products in 28 categories. 
There were also film shows lor 
the attending pharmacists, doc- 
tors, dentists and nurses on (he 
latest developments in their 
profession. 

Speaking lo The Star a spokes- 
man for the Arab Drug Com- 
pany, Mr. Fauzi Al-Lawzi said 
the 1 exhibition would become a 
yearly event in the future. He 
disclosed that there is a plan to 
include lines of laboratory equip- 
ment in the next exhibition. 

Items on show 

Among the numerous items on 
show were disinfectants for ho- 
spital and home use. These were 
manufactured by the Jordanian 
firm, Jadico. The products will 
be on lliq market for the first 
time this week. There were ex- 
ercise equipment for keeping fit: 
Vibrators in various models, bi- 
cycles and a treadmill with vari- 
able speeds and tilt to give one 
the feeling of walking uphill. Ac- 
companying monitors for profes- 
sional use measured heart rates 
and respiration. 

New products 

. Have you ever cut your finger 
just a little and then wished for 
some sort of glue to stick it loge- 
tb ? r a 8 a * n? WeH, now it is avail- 
able. The product is Histoacryl 
Blue, tissue adhesive made by B. 
Braun, of West Germany. The 
s representative at (he 
exhibition told The Star that the 
new product will be available on 
the public shortly. 


For the doctors, there was , 
microsurgery microscope andfc! 
the surgeon, binocular eye. 
pieces, l or the assistant ph«,. 
cmn there were monocular 
pieces and another extension for 
a camera to record an operation 
Foi those who have suffered ii 
gamern injuries from spon « 
traffic accident and need re- 

Placcineius (here is a new- carbon 

fibre ligament on the market 
1 he implant is made or pure car 
bon fibres with a diameter of 
eight microns each, in 32 bun. 
dies of either 1000 or 3000 ft. 
laments each, braided into the 
replacement ligament. Because 
of the great pressures put on li- 
gaments by the body these fibres 
are braided at angles or 45 de- 
grees to reduce the strain on in- 
dividual bundles, therefore Iasi 
much longer than models of 
twisted carbon fibres previously 
used in this type of operation 

A new antibiotic, surgical 
equipment, a special table that 
can be rotated for patients with 
spinal injuries, ultrasound units 
und shortwave treatment units 
were also shown with dental ac- 
cessories and ENT (ear, nose 
and throat) operating chair and 
cabinets, and a flexible filing and 
medication system produced by a 
Japanese firm that featured units 
with grooves on the sides and top 
and bottom so that all could be 
fitted together in any size or 
dimension needed. 

In all, both organisers and at 
tendants fell that this was very 
successful exhibition. Mr. Lawzi 
attributed this success to the 
convenient location of the show, 
the attractively displayed exhi 
bits and demonstrations of pro- 
ducts, and the fact that the Arab 
Drug Company had to send out 
4500 invitation cards to those 
concerned with medicine in Jor 
dan. Attendance was between 
400 and 500 dally for all three 
days. 


Meeting the nation’s needs: 

Prince Hassan calls for 
integrated educational, 
scientific programme 
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This month South looks at how 
Gulf bankers are giving the 
international banking co mmuni ty 
a run for their money. 


To solve unemployment problem 

Engineers* association works 
on guidelines for students 


Also featured: 

□ Middle East: Will Israel's 
elections change anything for 

. the West Bank Palestinians? 

□ Challenge to Indira: The 
fragmentation, of India looms 
again in the face of 

Mrs Gandhi's divide and rule 
tactics 

□ Interview: Jesse Jackson on 
overcoming indifference to 

I he Third World 



□ Zimbabwe: Robert Mugabe 
on economic growth, internal 
security and other thorny 
problems 

□ Business Profile: Gulu Lalvani - 
Chairman of Binatone 

□ Senegal: A Third World 
funded US$320 million 
phosphate processing plant 
goes onstream 

□ Brazil: The fight to keep US 
computers out goes on, 

Now available on your news stand 

Buy your copy now 

For further information contact: 

Jordan DistrilHitiun Agency. : 

W ) Bux 375 Amman, Jordan Tel: 30191/2 


, So»l h Pubirr,i lions (UK) Lit). •• a ! 
New Zealnlid. House. WJ Haymaker. . 
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By Ersllia Moreno 
Special to The Star 
AMMAN — - The Jordan Engin- 
eers Association Is preparing a 
study detailing which fields of 
specialization are in more de- 
mand. The move is aimed at 
helpinp present and future en- 
gineering students plan their 
careers accordingly. 

Meanwhile, the association 
has virtually stopped issuing 
work permits to foreign engin- 
eers in an effort is intended to li- 
mit foreign participation and 
transfer technology to, and cre- 
ate expertise among the Jorda- 
nian engineering sector. It j s 
also a move to provide jobs for 
Jordan s unemployed engineers. 

Ln an interview with The Star, 
Mr. Ibrahim Abu Ayyash, a pri- 
vate civil engineering consultant 
and president of the association; 

• sqid that foreign engineering 
firms will still be welcome as 
long as at least 5 0 per cent of the 

i s , taff is of Jordanian 

: nationality. • He also said that 
governmental agencies and pri- 
'■ contractors must first prove 
■ to the association' that therc is no 

Jordanian national capable' of 
, filling a vacancy before a foreig- 
i : .. per can be hired: Also, Mvt 

?h^ C Jr S .i“^ t be , ad vertlsed ,ib 
v tqeir fullest etfent. ' . 1 


The main problem Is that 
Jordanians do not have the prani 
cal experience required to wm* 
on hospital, potash, fertilizer, 
dam and other high technology 
projects. The association hope: 
that the inexperienced engineer* 
will take part in the projects tM* 
ensuring a transfer of technology 
so that in the future foreigners 
will not be needed. 

The association also hopes cre- 
ate more understanding of 
engineering profession in the i so- 
ciety. Mr. Abu Ayyash cited as 
an example the situation where^ 
by Jordanian contractors empi ) 

unskilled, non- specialised lab- 
our to handle work that train* 
professional engineers are m 
qualified to undertake. 

He emphasized that an 
gineer’s job is to cut down on 
cost of the project and impr 
the quality of the work. . “L-t 
also specialised in equip®, 
maintenance and operation , 
could therefore extend the 
the machine. An engineer is 
entlal for proper planning. Jji 
gramming and efficient util 
lion of materials. Whai a «« 
tractor gets back from a weh 
ganised and constructed pr< 
should be. much more tha n 
extra money he must pay 1 
professional, he added. 


By Kathy Kaklsh 
Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The two- day semi- 
ur on "Present Aspects of 
Orman- Jordanian Scientific Co- 
c«rit ion in En v i ron me n l a I 

Sciences' ’ ended Sunday. A va- 
riety of topics, including infec- 
tion control, hospital hygiene, 
vthaedogy, the environment, 
tenerage policies and man age - 
Kill of water resources were 
^cussed. 

Aimed at discussing and eva- 
luating (he most recent aspects 
and developments in environ- 
ment sciences, focused on Jor- 
iu. tbe seminar underlined the 
dose relations between Jordan 
ind Germany in the academic 
sector. It was organized jointly 
by the Royal Scientific Society 
IRSS), and the German Acade- 

I mic Exchange Service. ( DAAD) . 
the University of Jordan, the 
Yirmouk University, the Goethe 
I Institute, the German Technical 
Aid Organization (GTZ) and the 
I Embassy of the Federal Republic 
'of Germany in Amman. 

t Id J speech to open the semi- 
1 “f 1 Royal Highness Crown 
; [»"« Hassan, stressed the need 
iJorsn integrated educational and 


scientific programme to meet the 
country’s needs. The concept or 
manpower management and edu- 
cational programmes, he said, is 
rapidly becoming outdated. 

Crown Prince Hassan there- 
fore called for a catalyst ap- 
proach to interdisciplinary 
thought by which such thought 
and executive agencies can be 
bridged. He added that any lin- 
kup between academics and exe- 
cutive agencies, especially eco- 
nomists, can lake place only 
through a jointly promoted model 
between the two countries. 

His Highness commended the 
organizers for selecting the dif- 
ferent topics thal were discussed 
throughout the seminar. He also 
offered several suggestions 
concerning the focus these topics 
should be dealt with. 

Proposals 

At the closing session , DAAD 
President Professor Hansgerd 
Schulte, the DAAD Director in 
Bonn Dr. Gerd Nastansky and 
the DAAD Director in Cairo Dr. 
Klaus Wynekew outlined five 
points to further promote 
German-Jordanian joint cor 
-operation and development 
these area: The necessity for the 
Jordanian side to identity its 


Australian companies to 
take part in trade display 


By Pam Dougherty 

Star Staff Writer 

tilMAN --- Trade fairs don't 
Jieve miracles but, they do 
2J. lo 8 et her merchant and 

S f Urer - And lhis ls wha t- 

BfcS'L w* dc commissioner 
; Ju,ian Watney is 

: happen at the Austra- 
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Bringing the two sides together 
uffoctivcly at such an exhibition 
is a job (hut requires consider- 
ably advance planning, according 
to Mr. Richard Rutkowski who Is 
a protect officer lq the Austra- 
lian Department of Trade and is 
deputy director of the Holiday 
Inn display. 

He said planning starts 12 to 
I 8 months ahead and "the lim- 
ing of shipping must be pretty 
exact.” One of the most impor- 
tant aspects of the planning is to 
ensure that the right sort of 
manufacturers come to a display. 
Displays are advertized widely in 
Australia but stale trade offices 
also keep a register of potential 
exporters and send out a special 
notification to about 250 compa- 
nies. 

From the applications they 
receive, usually about 30 to 40. 
companies are vetted and graded 
according to their likelihood of 
being successful in the particu- 
lar market. 

. At the other end of the 
process, Mr. Watney has sent 
out about 1600 letters to Jorda- 
nian companies inviting them to 
visit the trade display. 

"Once the two sides come 
together," Mr. Watney said, 
"they are on their own". His 
department does not gel involved 
in negotiations or in keeping sta- 
tistics on how much business is 
done, although, of course, it. is 
willing to offer advice to those 
who want.it. 

What the Australian govern- 
ment is concerned to. see. he 
said,' is a- steadily developing 
two-way trading relationship. be- 
tween the two countries- Austra- 
lian imports from Jordan have 
increased from $161,000 in 
1981 /82 to 54. 1 million in 

1 982/83. Phosphates for» the 
bulk of the trade which, Mr. 
Watney said, they are now look- 
ing to expand. , : ^ 



A section of the over 400 participants who attended the seminar. Most of them are 
graduates of German universities 


educational priorities in the 
scientific research fields and to 
outline the type of programmes 
to be used for the development in 
the scientific field. The develop- 
ment of a two fold masters pro- 
gramme in the priority fields by 
Jordan. The mutual recognition 
of the degrees obtained from 
German universities. ( It was 
mentioned that scholarship 
awards to bachelor degree hol- 
ders were stopped in the late 
seventies because postgra- 
duates returned lo Jordan to find 
that their several years of study 
and research for masters degrees 
were not recognised) 

The rest were, the possible in- 
troduction of channel, or ' ‘ sand- 
wich programmes" through 
which postgraduates would work 
on their degrees partly in Jordan 
and partly in Germany, and the 
inclusion of (he leaching of Ger- 
man as a foreign language in the 
curriculum of undergraduates. 
This will not only act as a cultu- 
ral enrichment, but also prepare 
undergraduates, to study in Ger- 
man universities for their higher 
education. 

The seminar itself turned out 
lo be success as it constituted "a 
meeting of friends". The differ- 
ent topics were well arranged. , 
Each of the topics was presented 
first by a guest German resear- 
cher and then by his Jordanian 
counterpart. 

Infectious diseases 

Professor Dr. Hans- Gunther 
Sonntag of the University of 
Heidelberg provided backgro- 
und information on several in- 
fectious diseases which are now- 
adays no longer considered to be 
as deadly as they were ln the past 
centuries. He defined the infec- 
tious diseases which do play an 
important role today, since tbe 
establishment of hospitals, and 
are commonly known as hospital 
infections. 

Some of the causes of hospital 
infections he explained, are the 
complexity of surgical operations 
which raise infection risks, the 
chemotherapy treatment recalled 
for the increasing number of. 
malignant tumored patients that 
reduces immunity, and the over- 
confidence on the part of hospi- 
tal stafr in the effect of antibiot- 
ics, which leads to a laxatlon in 
preventive hospital hygiene 
measures. 

Dr. Jalai Haddadin director of 
the Pathology Department at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre 
spoke briefly on the history or 
hospital establishment in both 
the Arab world and Europe. 

He then touched on ‘ ' Drug Re- 
sistance Patterns of Aerohic 
Bacteria Isolated from Pus and 
Blood." Basing his information 
on seven years of researching la-: 
boratory records at the Medical 
Ceplre. Dr. Haddadin said that 
bacteria forever tannins a step 
ahead whenever any new anti- 
biotic is introduced. Up till the 
1970s more than 2.5 million 
drugs had been synthesized qrid 
tested and yet medicine remains 
incapable of introducing an anti- 
biotic that has an everlasting ef- 
fect on bacteria. 


Environment and archaeology 

Two papers were presented on 
environment and archaeology. 
Dr. Hans Nisscn of the Free Un- 
iversity of Berlin discussed ar- 
chaeology's new trend toattcmpL 
to reconstruct the former natural 
conditions, and thus, Lhe mat- 
erial obtained from research is 
seen through a different shade 
and clearly shows thal what is 
considered to be a 20th century 
characteristic — the dangerous 
aspects of nature exploitation — 
had existed in ancient times. 

He referred to two examples of 
over- exploitation of nature in 
Lhe ancient Middle Eastern area, 
the exploitation of coppermines 
in Oman and the resulting salini- 
zation of Babylonian water and 
irrigation systems. 


Dr. Mo'awiyeh Ibrahim of the 
Yarmouk University presented a 
paper on the ’ Resignation and 
revival of environment and ar- 
chaeology in Jordan." He slated 
that, archaeological heritage 
constitutes a part of Jordan’s en- 
vironment. 

Dr Ibrahim noted that the phe- 
nomenal expansion of industry, 
construction and agricultural 
development is rapidly erasing 
archaeological evidence from the 
Jordanian countryside and cities. 
He cited as an example the des- 
truction of over 1 20 graves in an 
ancient cemetery which dates 
back to the second and third cen- 
turies for construction purposes 
near the Queen Alia inter- 
national Airport. 


Ex- military men formDSI 


Continued from page 3 

wide range of security services 
particularly for Middle Eastern 
clients. Brigadier- General Majali 
told The Star thal he felt thal DSl 
provides an ideal combination of 
skill and experience for security 
work. 

Security Centres is the largest 
independent company in the Un- 
ited Kingdom specialising in the 
design and installation of sophis- 
ticated security systems. Def- 
ence Systems International are 
specialists in the analysis or se- 
curity threats and Lhe planning 
of security counter- measures. 
They draw many of their staff 
from retired British forces per- 
sonnel and particularly from the 
Special Air Services ( SAS) . 

MEISS was established in Am- 
man eight months ago and spe- 
cialises in the study, analysis 
and publication of the strategic 
advances in Lhe Middle East. Its 
staff are mainly retired Jorda- 
nian army officers. Brigadier- 
General Majali says DSl is also 
hoping to establish a special Jor- 
danian company Middle East 
Defence and Security Agency 
(MEDSA) as a forerunner to a 
series of local companies throu- 
ghout the region. 

DSl prides itself on the wide 
range of security services it is 
able to offer. These include 
everything from protection for 
government offices, defence in- 
stallations, major commercial 
insta'ations such as oil fields, 
diploi atic buildings ■ and com- 
merci I centres to protection for 
a priv e residence or a particu- 
lar ludi (dual. 

Brigad er- General Majali said 
that in time the company hopes 
to establish central monitoring 
stations that would offer security 
services for the /private sector 
and individuals. 

: Mr Patrick- Graysoni.DSI’s Re- 
gional Director for ,lhe Middle 
East ia Iked to The Star about the 
ephopany's approach to security. 


He said that the essential el- 
ement of security planning is the 
development of an effective 
structure which maximizes Lhe 
effectiveness of all elements, 
human, physical and technical. 

The first step is make a tho- 
rough and realistic assessment of 
the pole nt ial threat. Then a sys- 
tem must be designed and per- 
sonnel (rained to deal with all 
eventualities, although Mr Gray- 
son emphasised that no system 
can ever be considered lo be 100 
per cent effective. He said it is 
often the human clement that 
lets the system down. 

One very important element in 
the process is training in crisis 
management. No security system 
can be effective if those operat- 
ing It fall to cope adequately at 
times of crisis. He cited the Har- 
rods bombing incident in London 
as an example. The manager 
Harrods when faced with the : 
question of whether to evacuate 
the store or not, decided against 
it and many lives were saved. Mr 
Grayson said he does not know 
on what criteria the decision was 
based but it was clearly a case of 
successful crisis management. 

Mr. Grayson alsp mentioned 
the adoption of certain common 
sense approaches to security. He 
said a particular organization 
may not be at risk but perhaps a 
neighbouring establishment is. 
He said that in the recent bomb- 
ing incidents in Kuwait many in- 
juries were sustained by guests 
aL the hotel overlooking the Am- . 
erican embassy. The hotel could 
have taken the simple precaution 
of putting a special anti-shatter . : 
film over the windows. 

He pointed out that although 
security measures arc designed 
; first to prptect lives aiid property 
['(hey also have a commercial va- 
lue. Many orgnaizations, includ- 
ing hotels, professional associa- 
tions etc want VIPS to visit them 
on curtain occasions but they will 
hot come unless they are con-: 
vinc^d.that tfiey will l?e safe. 
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No. of unemployed doubled 
in 19 83, Labour report says 

World and local economic recessions; 
foreign competition are to blame 


AMMAN (Star) — The total 
number of unemployed workers 
who registered at the Ministry of 
Labour's employment offices in 
1983 came to 5569 — an in- 
crease of 93 per cent over 1982 
when the number of the unem- 
ployed was 2886 — according to 
a report published by the Minis- 
try of Labour in a recent issue of 
Labour magazine. 

The report attributes the in- 
crease to world and domestic 
economic recessions and to the 
return of a number of Jordanians 
working abroad. The ministry 
estimates the number of non- 
Jordanians working in Jordan at 
120,000 in 1983. 

Employment offices provided 
jobs for 2343 workers in 1983 
and 2020 workers in 1 982. the 
report says. 

As to the number of registered 
unemployed workers, the officer, 
of Zarqa, Amman and Aqaba 
reached, top rank. In Zarqa the 
number of workers looking for 
jobs came to 1799 representing 
32.3 per cent of the lotal num- 
ber of the unemployed. In Am- 
man the number was 1532 and 
in Aqaba 1084. 

The employment office in 
Ramtha provided work for all re- 
gistered workers; Aqaba for 95 
per cent and Amman 44.4 per 
cent. 

The transport sector had the 
highest number of unemployed 
workers reaching 81.3 per cent 






Foreign workers In Jordan: Do they threat local labour force? 


of total during 1 983. Next in 
line came those involved in cler- 
ical work, then technicians who 
constituted 6. 7 per cent and 6 
per cent consecutively of the to- 
tal unemployed force. This high 
percentage In the Lhree sectors is 
attributed to the competition of 
non- Jordanian workers during 
1983 and due to the completion 
of some construction projects. 

The report says that 80.5 per 
cent of the unemployed did not 
receive education beyond the el- 
ementary level while those hold- 
ing the secondary education cer- 
tificate make only 9 per cent of 
the total number of the unem- 
ployed. 


The number of Graduates from 
educational institutes and univ- 
ersities who registered in the 
Amman office was 40 per cent 
and in Zarqa 53.1 per cent. 
Aqaba unemployment office has 
registered 31.8 per cent unem- 
ployed with a preparatory educa- 
tional level. 

Female registration at the un- 
employment offices took 3. 3 per 
cent of the total. 

The distribution of the unem- 
ployed according to age shows 
that 54.1 per cent fell within the 

, from 20 ‘ 29 years, 

while 53.2 per cent were mar- 
ried and supported families. • 


Arab Potash Co. loses JD 19.2 million 


By Sawsan Mu sal lam 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Arab Potash Compa- 
ny’s real loss in 1983 is es- 
timated at JD 19,200,000 in- 
stead of the JD 13,800,000. 
which is the figure published in 
local papers last week, according 
to. Mr. Auni Al-Masri chairman 

JD 667,000 
to be invested 
on light 
industries 

AMMAN (Star) — Several light 
Industrial projects arc to be esta- 
Mlsheil- soon at the total cost of 
JD 667,000, according to a 
- Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism official. This was de- 
cided In a recent meeting at the 
ministry. 

These Industries Include a 
furniture and office equipment 
. factory ( cement floor tiles and 
dairy products factories. Also a 
bakery, sun- heaters and piping 
work factories are planned. Ac- , 
cording lo Dr Akram Kirmoul at 
the ministry! the projects do not 
require more than traditional In- 
dustrial techniques using manu- 
1 factored material. 

He said that the modest volume 
of capital invested indicates the 
investors* fears >that are canted 
by marketing problems. Dr. Karr 
moul said that the government Is 
always ready to participate in 
such commercial projects and 
even gives special exemptions to 
large capitals in addition to faci- 
litating the Import of required 
raw materials. 
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of the company's board of direc- 
tors. 

In a special interview with Ad- 
Dustour newspaper on Tuesday, 
Mr. A)*Masrl said reasons be- 
hind the loss were the delay in 
starting production on some 
lines at the fixed dates in 1 982, 
and in the fact that only 

280.000 tonnes were produced 
in that year instead of the 

630.000 tonnes originally plan- 
ned. 

Feasibility studies showed that 
production fn 1984 would reach 
the 890,000 figure, but more 
realistic expectations put the fig- 
ure at a modest 500,000 tonnes, 
he said. 


The company expects to reach 
its full production capacity in 
1987 producing 1,200,000 ton- 
nes. An estimated 700,000 ton- 
nes are targeted for the year 
1985, 

The figure quoted by the pap- 
ers did not take into account the 
JD 5,370,000 depreciation on 
the AFC’s plant. When this Is 
added the total loss is JD 
19,200,000. 

At its meeting on 1 2 May, the 
board decided to give Iraq's po- 
tash needs special attention, the 
Director-General of the company 
Mr. All Nsour told The Star. 


Land transactions decreased 


By Ibtlsam Dababneh 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The head of Statist- 
ics and public Relations Depart- 
ment of Lands and Surveys has 
denied recent news reports, 
which said that 1983 witnessed 
a considerable increase in real 
estate transactions. 

Mr! Hussam Azar told The 
Star that contrary to press re- 
ports land prices increased in 
1982 by 39 per cent causing a 
decrease in land transactions ac- 
tivities. By J 983 activity did not 
pick up even after a Blight I per 
cent decrease in land prices. The 
press reported that there was a 
,125 per cent increase in land 
Ownership during 1.982-83 per- 
:'lorf. Mr, Azar said:, that, activity 
of : ti'afasactjons vPdflW not affect 
land prices because the value of 
lapd never declines. He added 
that land prices are measured by 
the number of selling leases. 





The value of sold lands in 
1982 reached JD 231 million 
and the number of contracts 
amounted to 41,353 compared 
to JD 220 million and 41,000 
contracts in 1983. Most of these 
contracts were classified as com- 
mercial ones not directed to- 
wards regional or national tar- 
gets, Mr. Azar said. 

He said that one of the reasons 
for having so many land owners 
is the division of a plot of land, 
■which yields more profit and en- 
courages small and medium in- 
vestments. Inheritance laws are 
also responsible for increasing 
the number of real estate ow- 
ners. ■ , ; 

: Consequently, the number of 
lots . in ■ Jordan was about 
il7i780 In 1983, which coebes 
transaction rate of 
16^690. Of these lots 12,500 
were registered u agricultural . 
lands and 4,. 1 90 were lands that 
are located outside the bounds-, 
rlqs of .municipalities/; j, 


Increased trading 

By Mamdouh El Ghaly 

SHARE' PRICES slightly increased this week and so did the 
daily handling volume, but still this is not enough to revive 
hope in an overall improvement. 

Over 368,000 shares were handled during this week at a 
market value of JD 600.000 divided among 950 contracts- 
an increase of I 3.2 per cent compared lo last week. ' 

The daily handling average came to about JD 120,000 
with a deviation of 17.5 per cent or 3.5 per cent of total 
around this average, thus indicating weak handling. 

The shares of 55 companies were handled from which 19 
companies gained including: Al-Arab Insurance closing at 
JD 1 . 220 up from JD 1 . 1 20; International Chemical Indus- 
tries at JD 1.450 up from JD 1.380; the Jordan Financial 
Securities at JD 1.030 up from JD 0.990. 

Twenty five companies lost including: Al-lttihad al-Arabi 
Insurance at JD 1 .450 down from JD 1 .550; The Jordanian 
Wood Manufacturing and Producing Company at JD 0.770 
down from JD 0.820; The Jordanian- French Insurance 
Company at JD 2.080 down from JD 2. 1 80; the Arab Paper 
Manufacturing and Trading Company at JD 0.490 down 
from JD 0. 5 1 0; 

Eleven companies had no change in their share prices. 
The Star index at closing time came to 278.200; an in- 
crease of one half of a point compared to last week or a 0.2 
per cent increase. 

in the over-the counter market, more than 190,000 
shares were handled at a market value of JD 96,000. 

Trading in the regular market was distributed among the 
sectors according to the following percentages: 


Sector 

Market 

Last week's 


share 

share 

Banks . 

57.2% 

54.6% 

industry 

7.7% 

7.7% 

Services 

5.1% 

2.8% 

Insurance 

30% 

34.9% 

Prominent firms whose shares were traded, by sector: 

Banks (oat of 

Share 

Shire 

15 traded) 

of sector 

of market 

(. National Bank 

21.8% 

12.4% 

2. Arab Bank 

18.6% 

10.6% 

3. Arab Investment Bank 

16.1% 

9.2% 

4. Al-Ahliya Financial 
Investments 

9.8% 

5.6% 

Industrials (out of 26 traded) . 

I . Jordan Cement Factories 

15.9% 

4.8% 

2. National Steel Manufacturing 

15.6% 

4.7% 

3. Arab Chemical Detergents 

12.8% 

3.9% 

4. Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

9% 

2.7% 

Services (out of 5 traded) 
1 . Jordan Electric Power 

72.5% 

3.7% 

Insurance (out of 9 traded) 

1 . Al-lttihad al-Arabi Insurance 

29.7% 

■2.3% 

2. Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

28.7 % 

2.2% 


The weekly record 



Ar Companies showing an locreaae la alack price* 
R Companies with a price decrease 
C. .Tflie. Mein record flgnre • ; 1 



The story of eight sisters 
A new look at the Muslim/ 
Opec aid group 



By Robert Pouliot 

Star Economy Analyst 

THE MUSLIM/ Opec aid sisters 
are facing tough prospects 
ahead Grouped in the Kuwait- 
tejed co-ordination Secretariat 
of Arab National and Regional 
Institutions, those eight sisters 
ire: 

■ The Islamic Development Bank 
(Jeddah) 

- The Kuwaiti Fund for Arab 
Economic Development ( Kuwait) 

- The Saudi Development Fund 
(Riyadh) 

• The Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development ( Ku- 
ril) 

- The Opec Fund for Interna- 
tional Development (Vienna) 

• The Arab Bank for Economic 
Development in Africa (Khra- 
loum) 

• The Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab 
Economic Development ( Abu 
Dbabl) 

- The Iraqi Fund for External 
Development ( Baghdad) 

Not only is their capital be- 
coming increasingly insuffi- 
cient in regards to growing needs 
hit their resources, eaten up by 
Inflation and concessionary 
interest rates and fees, are dwin- 
dling year by year. Not surpris- 
ingly, their total aid commit- 
ments extended throughout the 
world has dropped by 30 per cent 
against the peak of $ 2.8 billion 
recorded In 1981. 

Ilia the first time in a decade 
that Muslim/ Opec aid has drop- 
for two consecutive years. 
BXce PUon of the Isla- 
“ c Development Bank, which 


has specalised in heavy short 
term trde financing operations 
restricted largely to commodities- 
(of which oil represents nearly 
two thirds), most of the other 
big sisters have recorded a sharp 
fail. The Kuwait Fund, tbe Saudi 
Development Fund and the Opec 
Fund have all posted a drop of 
about 40 per cent last year. The 
Abu Dhabi Fund, which had al- 
ready announced last year tbe 
trimming of its aid operations, 
fell back by 58 per cent during 
1983. As for the Iraqi Fund, its 
activities have been completely 
crippled since 1982 by the costly 
war with Iran. In fact, Baghdad 
has ceased to be an aid donor to 
become an active recipient of 
funds from the Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank. 

By contrast, the Arab Fund 
showed a consistent growth over 
the last three years. From the 
1981 level of S 150 million, its 
aid commitments have more 
than doubled since. Badea, the 
Arab Bank for Economic Deve- 
lopment in Africa, held its pos- 
ition although its annual growth 
target was set last year at a maxi- 
mum of 5 per cent. Badea, fun- 
ded by the Gulf states, concen- 
trates its aid to sub-saharan 
African countries which have ex- 
perienced a very difficult eco- 
nomic as well as food crisis over 
the last (wo years. 

The region worst hit last year 
by the aid cutback was Africa, 
where global loans dropped by 62 
per cent, followed by Asia, the 
Arab world and other countrios 
( including Cyprus) — see accom- 
panying tables. With the cash 


squeeze now affecting the whole 
Arabian peninsula where most of 
the aid sisters are located (wilh 
the exception of Badea and the 
Opec Fund), the 8 funds have 
cut back their assistance to the 
1977-78 average level and it is 
difficult to predict any signifi- 
cant pick-up over the coming 
years. First, hardly any fund will 
be able to raise more capital 
from their sponsoring states 
which are all experiencing sev- 
ere budgetary deficits. Second, 
the threat of a resumption of in- 
flat iton after 1984 could erode 
still further their resources. 

An Urgent Review 

Many issues arise from the 
current trend. 

The first and most critical one 
is whether the concessionary aid 
pattern of the 70s should be 
completely revised to emphasize 
more on productive areas capable 
of generating hard currency 
earnings. Until now, most of the 
long term and cheap loan opera- 
tions carried out by the aid sis- 
ters were focused on infrastruc- 
ture projects such as dams, 
roads , seaports , ai r ports and 
power- generating stations. But 
very little capital was directed in 
the form of equity or loans for 
productive plants oriented to- 
wards the transformation and 
export of local natural resources. 
In fact, aside from the Islamic 
Development Bank, the aid sis- 
ters were content so far to play 
the role half creditors with very 
little to say in the use of their 
money except to make sure that 


Total aid by the Muslim/ Opec aid sisters 


recipients 


countries 
Mricsn countries 
Win countries 
Utln America 
Qthws 


(Ail figures in US dollar millions) 

1981 1982 


1983 Total 
since 1962 


Share 
in P.C. 


926.47 

804.83 

559.29 

63.50 

9.25 


2,363 


1,114.22 

589.26 

1,033.32 

64.40 


1,062.99 

786.71 

757.49 

15.00 

11.89 


2,634. 


958.67 

299.64 

649.3 

33.15 

8.16 


9,426 

3,629 

4,985 

348 

70 


18,461 


Performance of the aid sisters in 1982-83 
Aid extended { US dollar millions) 

1982 1983 


Bnk 

l^Mo Muslim world) 

JjWt Fond 

World) 

Sff.V* ad 

w °™ 

World) 


to Third World) 

^VlUrlc,)' 


to Third World) 


527.75 


769.42 


609.54 

237.23 


366.36 


65.00 


61.63 


575.10 


403.11 


365.01 


314.81 

221.13 


25*76 


change in per cent 


-47.61 


-40.12 


+32.70 

-39.64 

+3.69 

-38.20 
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the nominal capital would be re- 
couped. Building a road may use 
a lot of cheap and low quality 
crude lo make asphalt, but it re- 
mains doubtful whether foreign 
funds are really essential. The 
same amount might have been 
put to better use if invested in 
agribusiness, textile, low or me- 
dium technology assembly plants 
with all the related on- the -site 
training and labour recycling 
cost. 

Likewise, the issue of concess- 
ionary rales at 2 to 4 per cent 
per year for up to 2 5 years raises 
many questions. If the aid sis- 
ters are willing to forego their 
capital through such heavy grant 
elements, why shouldn't those 
funds be converted into real risk 
elements through equity. Instead 
of charging such low return on 
their resources, the funds might 
protect even more their capital 
base by requesting normal and 
reasonable dividend rates after 5 
to 7 years of start up operations 
or the new venture. In other 
words the aid sisters would be 
called upon to reverse the whole 
maturity structure of their com- 
mitments: instead of granting in- 
creasing concessions over the 
years, as is the case today wilh 
the effect of inflation, they 
would front the aid content of 
their operations at the beginning 
only. 

The whole Third World is cry- 
ing out for real hard core invest- 
ments but too many multina- 
tionals are either afraid to face 
the political risks or unwilling to 
accept abroad the kind of returns 
they alreadv earn at home. How- 
ever, the aid sisters enjoy politi- 
cal leverage which those multi- 
nationals lack: In case of nation- 
alisation or too stiff regulations 
on profit repatriation, equity re- 
cipients could face a kind of em- 
bargo or wbat is known as a 
cross reference clause. Such 
clause, inserted in most aid 
agreements, specify that if a re- 
cipient defaults on its payment to 
one particular fund, all the oth- 
ers can call back immediately 
their funds. The same system 
applies lo Euro-currency syndi- 
cation deals by international 
banks. But whereas financial in- 
stitutions or multinationals are 
just there to make profits for the 
sake or their shareholders, the 
aid sisters would collect dividend 
payments. They protect their re- 
sources and step up investments 
in other areas of the Third World 
with no particular benefit for the 
sponsoring Gulf states. In short, 
they would kill two birds with 
one stone: They would acquire 
equity, which could always be 
sold to local investors, and they 
would earn dividends. 

Mixing private and public 
funds 

The third point is probably the 
most fascinating one which has 
been looked at considerably over 
the last tw years by the Muslim-. 


economy 


/ Opcc aid sisters with, however, 
very little follow-up and practical 
implementation. And that is the 
extensive use of mixed -credit 
financing. 

Until now, one way lo cope 
with their relatively small re- 
sources and yet fund greater and 
larger aid projects was lo band a 
few aid sisters together in fund- 
ing a particular project. The 
funds have not only dealt among 
themselves but also with Wes- 
tern and Japanese aid funds. The 
problem is that dwindling finan- 
cial resources has become a 
concern shared today by all 
funds, whether from oil-exporti- 
ng or industrial nations. Instead 
of stretching aid, what was 
known as co- financing really 
amounted to sharing scarcity. 

What is needed today is to 
break the chains or scarcity by 
mobilizing private capital in the 
aid stream of the aid. sisters. 
This, in itself, could instantly 
boost resources of Muslim/Opcc 
aid sisters by 50 to 200 per cent 
with very little cost incurred in 
the process. 

Under the leadership of the 
World Bank, which last year es- 
tablished a programme of 1 5 to 
20 such operations, the system 
of blending public and private 
funds is gathering tremendous 
speed. F"or example, the World 
bank has put aside S 500 million 
for its programme and hopes to 
mobilize lour times as much 
from commercial banks. The 
Asian Development Bank, all co- 
financing partners of the Mu- 
slim/ Opec aid sisters, have foll- 
owed suit in the new trend. 

As a result, for the period 
from April 1982 to January 
1984, 9 such mixed-credit loans 
were signed with the backing of 
some 40 banks. Including the 
Arab Banking Corp. and the Bah- 
rain Middle East Bank. Other 
private institutions involved 
ranged between the Nippon life 
Insurance for grain storage and 
energy conservation schemes in 
Hungary to Lloyds Bank Inter- 
national for a cement plant in 
Nepal, the Bank of Nova Scotia 
(Canada) for a multisectoral 
credit to Chile and the Union 
Bank of Finland for a project in 
Panama. 

Altogether, over S I billion of 
assistance was extended, of 
which 40 per cent came from the 
private sector. Since no bor- 
rower has ever defaulted on 
World Bank loan, which is not 
the case Tot the Muslim/ Opec 
sisters private bankers feel a 
greater sense of security and are 
willing to lower their commercial 
rates. To achieve a similar pro- 
gramme, the aid sisters would 
need to strengthen their payment 
records with aid recipients. But 
they could go. a little further by 
structuring their deals in such a 
way as to attract investment 
companies and other large pool 
of funds. 


Local Briefs 


AMMAN — . The Director General of the Jordan Phosphate 
Co. Mr, Wasef Azar, announced that the company will ex- 
port 210,000 tonnes to Czechoslovakia in 1984.. An 
agreement was signed recently between the company and a 
fertiliser- importing establishment in the Eastern- bloc 
country. This agreement Is only one of a number of export 
contracts signed by the company with 27 states, Mr. Azar 
said. The total volume of phosphate to be exported is 
5.55000 million tonnes, which is the largest deal ever 
achieved by the Jordanian company. 

AMMAN — The output of the Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany in April came to 534, 1 34 tonnes. The Director Gen- 
eral of the company, Mr. Wasef Azar, said that the 
total output during the past four months came to 1 ,995,468 
tonnes, compared to 1,211,130 tonnes during the same 
period last year — an increase of 12.3 per cent. 

if 

AMMAN — The reporter of the regional seminar on chicken 
diseases, Dr. Khalil Shawabkeb, announced that one million 


and not because of Salmon]] a. The disease has been con- 
tained this year but It still exists In southern areas, he ad- 
ded. 
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Irrigation contract signed 

e A CONTRACI' has been signed between the Jordan Valley 
Authority and the Gorman company Jnsef Klepl for a 14 . 5 
kilometre extension of the Hast Glior Canal. The projeci is 
estimated to cost .![) 9.35 million. 7 5 per cent of the financ- 
ing will come from a soft loan from the West German govern- 
ment, the remainder will come from Jordanian sources. 

Agreement has been reached with the same company on a 
second project involving construction of h pipeline to carry 
water from the Zarqa River to Wadi Al Raj lb to irrigate veget- 
able fields located between the Wadi and the Zarqa river. The 
agreement is now awaiting confirmation of funding. 

New opportunities 

TRANSPORTATION OF bagged cement from Fuhcls: details 
available from the Jordan Cement Factories company upon 
payment of JD 160. Closing date 23 May. 

• PLASTIC DRUMS for tomato paste: details available from 
the Jordan Valley Authority upon payment of JD 50. Closing 
date 5 June. 

• SEWERAGE LINES study for Ain Al- Pasha, Baqa, Marks, 

Ta harbor and Wadi Seer: details available from the Water 
Authority upon payment of JD 50. Closing date 19 May. 

• REPAIR WORK at the Roman Pools: details available from 
the Water Authority upon payment of JD 50. Closing dale 26 
May. 

* 

• CONSTRUCTION of a public station in the Baqaa area: de- 
tails available from the Public Security Directorate upon 
payment of JD 15. Closing date 15 May. 

• CONSTRUCTION of dormitories and warehouses In Marka: « 
details available from the Public Security Directorate upon 
payment of JD 1 5 . 

• CONSTRUCTION of roads, retaining wails and culverts: 
details available from Inba municipality upon payment of JD 
15. Closing date 22 May. 

• VERTICAL PUMPS: details available from the Water Au- 
thority upon payment of JD 20. Closing date 29 May. 


CAIRO — Two oil projects were launched ul the weekend by 
Egyptian Oil Minister Ezzcdin Hilal. 

They include the Rns El Bihar onshore oilfield in south 
Ras Ghrcb on the Western coast of the GulT of Suez — the 
biggest onshore field in the country, with an initial output of 
12.000 b/d. and the $ 10 million Zufaran oil pumping sta- 
tion linked to the Shukair-Mosiord pipeline. 

The new station will increase the annual capacity of the 
pipeline from eighl to 40 million Ions. 

JEDDAH — The Islamic Development Bank < IDBl has ex- 
tended a $20 million loan to Iraq for the import of palm oil 
from Malaysia, bringing total bank lending to the country 
since October 1983 to $65 million. 

The agreement was signed here Saturday by IDB President 
Dr Ahmad Mohamed Ali and Abdul- Malik Al- Yassin, Iraqi 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia. 


Footnotes 

• FOREIGN AID FOR SYRIA 

MANY observers may be perplexed and mystified at the 
recent success of Syrian policy on the Lebanese scene not 
only in terms of the regional, but also important inter- 
national consequences it has had. One must not underesti- 
mate the network of friends which the leadership has elabo- 
over the past 14 years, neither the channels through 
which Syria obtains the foreign aid necessary for its asceH’ 
dency on the international scene. 

The Syrian economic and political strategy in fact rests on 
three main pillars: Iran. Saudi Arabia and the Soviet Union. 
Although this may seem paradoxical — these partners are 1 
a large extent opposed to each other — Syria has. througn 
them been able to master the rules of the regional and inter- 
national games. 

• ARAB TO EUROPE TRADE 

ARAB exports to Europe are likely to witness a boost this 
year. However, many Western European countries continue 
to register large and growing trade surpluses with the Afso 


, tall in Arab expoi[ts to that country. 

tura? vfr,?,? of th . e Bri * ' Sh exports consisted of manu 
headinS fi?^; W 1 Saudi ^bia. the UAE and 0 
t 98 i v-i ■ ^ of ,mporter s- British exports to Kirwa 
exMHs S n n -« < l- U0 ? a,18ed at 5499 million, while Km 
VSnton B ta,q dr °PPed by 36% — from $157 to S 
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US Air force aided Israel against Syria in 1982 


By Patrick Seale 

rtIRO (Agencies! - A US Air Force 
VwaCS Plane, patrolling over the Medit- 
erranean some 150 miles from the Lc- 

coast, helped to direct Isrocl s air 
£5“ against Syria in June 19*2. accord- 
to a senior American military source 
Uo refused to be named. 

The plane — in effect a Hying radar sia- 
[|fln S tracked all aircrafts taking off 
from Syrian bases and transmitted the in- 
formation to Israeli ground control, thus 
allowing immediate interception by Israeli 
fighters. In three days — 7 June to 9 — 
Syrians lost an estimated 108 uir- 
crafi. over 80 of them downed on 9 June, 
for the loss or no Israeli planes. 

••Most of the Syrian planes were shot 
out of the sky without even knowing they 
Mf e in danger." the source said. The 
AtVACS plane could have been based in 
West Germany or Greece, operating over 
ihe Mediterranean. It might have been 
spotted by Greek. Turkish or Egyptian ra- 
dar. but none of these countries would be 
litely to make the information public. 

Tbe source added that the Soviet Union 
tnew al the time of the American invol- 
vement but. lacking matching technology, 
could do nothing about it. However, he 
advanced the opinion that the closer 
Syrian-Soviet military relationship that 
hu since developed was a direct conse- 
quence of the massive Syrian losses. 

"After this uneven battle. Syria was 
able to press the Russians not only for 
large-scale resupply of advanced weapons 
but for a promise of direct Soviet support 
in the event of an Israeli attack on Syria 
- the first time the Soviet Union has 
given such an undertaking," the source 
pointed out. 

In 1983. in what was regarded as a 
‘quantum leap' in arms deliveries, the So- 
viet Union supplied Syria with an ad- 
wed air defence system based on SAM 
5i and SAM 6 s — able to reach into Is- 
raeli air space — us well us with long- 
Ufl|e ground- to- ground missiles, such as 
the SS 21. Some 6 . MOO Soviet military 


// VS a ir force • i fit he 6, Day War of 1967 flew secret reconnaissance 
missions In support of Israel, in June 1982 American A IV ACS plane 
tracked all aircrafts taking off from Syrian bases and transmitted ihe 
information to Israeli ground control, thus facilitating immediate 
interception by Israeli fighters. A Senior American Military source 
di vulges A merican airforce's secret in volvement in the A rab- Israeli 
conflict . 



Bearing Us distinctive Frlsbec- shaped radar disk, an American AW ACS over the Me- 
diterranean: Anti-Arab mission? 


technicians arc training the Syrian armed 
forces in the use of these and other sys- 
tems. 

It is reliably reported that President 
Assad of Syria, himself a former pilot and 
air force chief, was extremely reluctant to 
commit his air force to battle in 1 982. but 
| mind it politically necessury to do so. He 
is said to liuve visited air force bases dur- 


ing the conflict to talk to pilots, many of 
whom, aware they would not be return- 
ing. wrote final letters to their families 
before taking off. 

•‘Wc lost over 80 pilots." said a senior 
Syrian source. "It was a massacre. ‘ 

A close bat covert American invol- 
vement in IsxacVs uir war over l.obumm 


accords with what is now known about the 
joint pre-planning of ihc Israeli invasion 
by then Defence Minister Acrid Sharon 
and former US Secretary or Stale Alexan- 
der liaig. 

It also accords with a long history of un- 
publiciscd US- Israeli military and political 
co- operat ion. recently detailed in a book. 
'Taking Sides.* by an American author. 
Stephen Green. Ihc book, published in 
l^ondon last month, is based on official 
American documents obtained under Ihe 
Freedom of Information Act. 

One or the allegations in Hie book is 
that the US Air Force flew secret recon- 
naissance missions in support *>T Israel in- 
thc Six- Day War of 1967. 

Diplomatic sources report, however, 
that the United States, while approving 
the 1982 Lebanon invasion, wished (u 
prevent Israel from carrying the war imo 
Syria. Secret US-Soviet exchanges, 
thought to have taken place at the lime, 
may have contributed to a tacit super- 
power understanding to contain the hos- 
tilities to Lebanon. 

American Presidential envoy, Philip 
Habib, helped bring about an Israeli- 
Syrian ceasefire on II June, a couple or 
days after the air battles. Assad agreed to 
Habib's ceasefire proposals on condition 
that Israel withdrew forthwith from Leba- 
non. But Israel, tipped off about the Sy- 
rian condition, pre-empted Habib by an- 
nouncing a unilateral ceasefire — and ad- 
vanced on Beirut. 

Assad felt betruyed by the American en- 
voy — and refused thereafter Lu receive 
him — while Sharon has since publicly ac- 
cused the United Slates of preventing Is- 
rael from 'finishing the job' and defeating 
Syria. 

The capture of three Israelis by Syrian 
forces in Lebanon two weeks ago demon- 
strates that Syrian- Israeli tensions remain 
at a dangerously high level, wiih the ever- 
present risk or war As the US and ihe 
Soviet Union arc more Hum ever engaged 
on opposing side**, one must hope that 
some Washington- Moscow lint line or 
other is being put to urgent use. 


Arab- Americans to welcome Cutting ‘usury’ out of banking 

Arab athletes to Olympics By John Stokes 

JOS ANGELES (Star) - The Arab- Also radio, television and press an- 

and Athletic Commit- nounce^nts wdl a vju a e a ° n ^niVr- ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Pakistan Then last year saw Ihe Imposition of 

AihL P ! o n J*!! a *, arm welcome for Arab ,ia |! on ci f v hall area under General ZJa can now claim to be the Zakat tax, an obligatory charily 

OiS and lhe ! r delegations to the 1984 T r ®^ j arranacd bv the the world's most Important Innovator In tax mentioned In the Quran. Every year 

SS ■" Los Angeles, and it is US- Arab bus.ness fc^oths. ganged by the toe mni , n aC cor- 2. 5 per cent Is taken from bank sav- 

° n Plans io assist Americans in committee. display h jance with the precepts of the Quran, lngs accounts and distributed to the 

wter understanding of the Arab world. hundreds of thousands of world n, e leading feature Is the abolition of needy. Banks claim that the Zakat tax 

Tie committee, representing 150.000 the Summer Games. ‘osury*. the charging of Interest. In reduces savings and forces money 

tob- Americans in the southern Califor- To keep in touch with the latest Olympic |ts pj ace , a bank shares the losses as underground Into the black market. An 

K a ™. has scheduled events between developments, the committee bos ap- wH „ th e profits of Its customers. even more recent measure called Ushr, 

28 and August 12. Headed by pre- pointed a representative Liaison Officer an agricultural tax of around 5 per 

Jidenl Dr. Sabri El-Farra. the committee to attend meetings of the Los Angeles On seizing power In the military coup cent of a farmer s produce, has raised 

Jiessts three purposes for its endea- Olympic Co-ordinating Committee, which 0 f 1977, ZJa announced that the esta- another furore. 

To introduce Arab Culture and sets policy for the Olympic Games. - bllshment of Islamic banking was one 

wiUae to those who will be in Los An- . . . . , . of the first tasks. Since then the entire None 0 f these measures apply to fore- 

for the Olympic Games this sum- Mr Haiek s new circle publishing - banking system, which was already |g n banks which continue to do a res- 

E* fl°H aCt - M a ho ^ 8 r °up for Arab alh- pany is in the Jprtge* ^ eS^‘ nationalised, has adopted the FLS trlcted, but highly popular, business In 

S* a °d visitors to the Games, providing weekl y tabl ° J 5 l { “ tefmrm vi- ( profl! nA L®* 8 ® ut “»■* ia Pakistan’s urban centres, 

lo ^% ln a whatev ® r are “ 8 Possible; and *J{JS 8 ^f P f?i“d?velSng events. Mr. ' the coaatry remain sceptical. The basic flaw In Islamic banking Is 

'African L* rUC ? re for ***** Haiek explained that the committee, as an “Whether yon call It Interest or pro- that many Muslim countries, such as 

,hl s historic P^!?* Unily t0 part,c,pate In ethnic Soup with its American back- fit, It amounts to the same thing, Pakistan, depend on loans from abroad 

tc event. d and citizenship, is participating in comments one foreign banker In the and these cannot be raised on Islamic 

i CU v!i Ve ‘' C „ vel members of the com- f historic event. "The Olympics are a port city of Karachi. To encourage cub- principles. There had been hope i that 

eZ? have been meeting every Monday enrinaboard to bring the Arab Culture to tomers, tbe ’profits’ on deposit *c- the oil-producing states, especially (he 

55-«£ lng the Past two ISSnlhs? set- ffHSKtt/’ Mr. 8 Haiek stressed. counts run at 1 per cent higher Jta SandJs, fvouldprovlde funds on an Isla- 

-J5 U P *he overall oolicies and ulvina . . .. . they would on conventional Interest ac- mic basis bnt this has scarcely bap- 

SS2? tQ thc varL^SdlSung S He also emphasized that in he spirit of Suats. pened at all. The Saudi-domlnated 

gnimUlees* Meetino «Hih ih» Rv/.^utivp its undertaking that there would be no po- . _ Islamic Development Bank a( Jeddah 


• Members 1* Me . etin 8 with the Executive 
f TojBrfidw c fe officials from Mayor 
Use 8 office to share their exper- 

t0 Joseph R. Haiek, spokes - 
IIJ bcoi5mS[!® 8 ° fncer for the committee, 

1 lUr al ha y e ^ een formed for cul- 

i J? m f estiv ai- a fashion 

i Wore; theatre and fol- 

i i.-^wtcaJ events and a food festival, 

^ Prepared for every 
Arab visitors," Mr. 

4 e nave- also set up auf>- 
tftvel &fVplL- ■ fO-ordinate hospitality, 

I ^Mloiv^^ 0< ^ ons and’ an overall 
Wtf’T heart of Loa’ An^ 

I of Arab countries in the 

[; ^Ing 5 k brochures and books is 
ftW.UK Angela . 
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Also radio, television and press an- 
nouncements will be available to visitor 
nation representatives. During an jater' 
national Trade Show in the city hall area 
US- Arab business booths, arranged by the 
committee, will display their wares to 
hundreds of thousands of world visitors at 
ihe Summer Games. 

To keep in touch with the latest Olympic 
developments, the committee has ap- 
pointed a representative Liaison Officer 
to attend meetings of the Los Angeles 
Olympic Co-ordinating Committee, which 
sets policy for tbe Olympic Games. - 

Mr. Haiek’ s new circle publishing com- 
pany is in the process of issuing a special, 
weekly tabloid size Arabic and English 
.language publication. This will inform yi- . 
sitors of fast developing events. Mr. 
Haiek explained that the committee, as an 
ethnic group with its American back- 
ground and citizenship, is participating in 
a historic event. “The 0 J y™P^* “ 

springboard to bring the Arab Culture to 
the forefront,' 1 Mr. Haiek stressed. 

He also emphasized that in the spirit of 
its undertaking that there would be no po- 
litics in any form brought 
any participating country. Tbe conutiee 
is non- political In every aspect of its 
work," Mr. Haiek said. 

Arab nations having Consul and other 
Diplomatic representatives in theU>sM- 

geles area also have been ““ending meet- 
ings of the Arab- American Cultural Ath- 
letic Committee. hereby pMsmg on to 
their respective countrlesjnformation for 
their Olympic delegates. These Diplpmats 
also have I been infSrming the committee 
of any problems abd questions concerning 

their countries’ Olympic endeavours. 

■ ; On July 27. prior to the Games, a wel- 
coming banquet by the committee will be 
SSw St the opening of Sheraton premiere 
hdteljn north Hollywood to welcome the 
: A»k athletes 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — Pakistan 
under General ZJa can now claim to be 
the world's most Important Innovator In 
the field of Islamic banking, In accor- 
dance with the precepts of the Quran. 
The leading feature Is the abolition or 
‘usury*, tbe charging of Interest. In 
Its place, a bank shares the losses as 
well as the profits of its customers. 

On seizing power In the military coup 
of 1977, ZJa announced that the esta- 
blishment of Islamic banking was one 
of the first tasks. Since then the entire 
banking system, which was already 
nationalised, has adopted the FLS 
(Profit and Loss System). But many la 
the coantry remain sceptical. 

“Whether you call It interest or pro- 
fit, It amounts to the same thing,” 
comments one foreign banker In the 
port city of Karachi. To encourage cus- 
tomers, tbe ’profits* on deposit ac- 
counts run at 1 per cent higher than 
they would on conventional Interest ac- 
counts. 

Recently Pakistan was the host to an 
international seminar of Islamic ban- 
kers from three continents — Africa, 
Asia and Europe — and this was the 
largest gathering of Its kind ever held. 
While there was praise for Pakistan’s 
pioneering role from Prince Mohammed 
Al Faisal, who heads tbe Saadi-backed- 
Islamic hank at Geneva and Is chair- 
man of the International Association of 
Islamic Banks, many problems came to 
light. 

One la Pakistan is that bankers have 
become ultra- cautions about lending 
money on tbe FLS system, despite 
. tax-free benefits, aad this hinders new 
projects. • 




Then last year saw the imposition of 
the Zakat tax, an obligatory charily 
tax mentioned in the Quran. Every year 
2.5 per cent Is taken from bank sav- 
ings accounts and distributed to the 
needy. Banks claim that the Zakat tax 
reduces savings and forces money 
underground Into the black market. An 
even more recent measure called Ushr, 
an agricultural tax of around 5 per 
cent of a farmer’s produce, has raised 
another furore. 

None of these measures apply to fore- 
ign banks which continue to do a res- 
tricted, but highly popular, business In 
Pakistan’s urban centres. 

The basic flaw In Islamic banking Is 
that many Muslim countries, such as 
Pakistan, depend on loans from abroad 
and these cannot be raised on Islamic 
principles. There had been hope that 
the oil-producing states, especially (he 
SandJs, would provide funds on an Isla- 
mic basis bat this has scarcely hap- 
pened at alt. The Saudi-domlnated 
Islamic Development Bank at Jeddah 
does practise Interest-free banking, 
but Its capital base Is so small that II Is 
only marginal to overall development In 
the Islamic world. 

Another difficulty exposed In the 
International seminar was the lack of 
uniformity among Muslim countries as 
to what, exactly, constitutes Islamic 
banking. A variety of schemes and 
methods exists in different conn tries. 

Underlying everything is the failure 
of the Arab oil producers to go Into 
Islamic banking In a Mg way and so 
give It real Clout In the world’s finan- 
cial system. 
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middle east " 

Egyptian elections : 

Major opposition Wafd party hopes to do well 


By Simon Ingram 

Slar Cairo Correspondent 

CAIRO — - Within weeks of assuming the 
mantle ol Egypt's number one opposition 
party, the new Wafd has become the tar- 
get for attacks which its enemies in the 
government and on the left arc hoping 
will seriously impair its performance in 
the z.1 May parliamentary elections. 

A bitter campaign by the government- 
controllcd press was followed up by Pre- 
sident Mubarak himself when, in a major 
address to the nation on I May, he impli- 
citly accused the Wafd of seeking "tu 
turn buck the wheels of history.’” The le- 
gacy of the July 195 2 Revolution, he de- 
clined pointedly, "is not for sale.” 

... Wald s clash with Nasser's Tree of- 
ficer regime alter the overthrow of the 
Monarchy is only one of the charges to 
which its modern-day successor — sUtl 
led by one of its most important pre- 
revolutionary figures. 7 5- years old Fuad 
aerragedin — has proved itself vulner- 
able. 

Scrageddin hiniseir is on record as de- 
scribing July 1952 as “not a revolution 
but a coup”, a view which helped bring 
about the departure from party ranks 
recently of one of his most trusted lieute- 
nants. Dr. Farag Foda. Writing in the 
Cairn Magazine El Musnwar last month. 
Foda attacked his former colleague for 
plotting revenge against the revolution, 
an event which still occupies pride of 
place in Egyptian political mythology. 

The left, too has pitched in with its own 
lunge at the Ward's electoral programme. 
Last week s issue of Ai Ahali. the organ 
of the progressive unionist grouping of 
Marxists and Nasserists. accuses the 
Wafd of siding with landlords and landow- 
ners against tenants and peasant farmers, 
planning to cancel consumer subsidies (a 
red-hot issue in a country where average 
PPJ income still little belter than 
US 5500 annually), and or scheming the 
downfall of public sector industry. Al 
Ahah also denounced the Wafd’s spurning 
of Camp David us evidence of political 
naivete, since it- also calls for closer links 
with the agreement's sponsor, the United 
States. 

Meanwhile. the party newspaper 
recently fell prey of government censor 
when it carried a front-page story detail- 
ing the disappearance from a heavily- 
guarded courthouse of weapons being 


Egypt goes to the polls on 27 May. Despite internal tensions the 
opposition Wafd party's emergence as a strong nppositiongathers 
momentum. Nevertheless, its chances to defeat the ruling National 
Democratic Party seems, remote. 


the alliance represents little more th Bn 
convemciil ku 


convenient means by which to fuTriiZ' 
cal ambitions denied them bv an Lf? 
ban for the last 30 years The 
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lag — President Mubarak promised free and fair elections. 


used as evidence in the trial of an Islamic 
fundamentalist group. The issue was 
seized on the orders of the Interior Minis- 
try before being released, with the article 
intact, the next day. The last time such 
action was taken was in the time of Sadat. 

Bui the Wafd’s most pressing difficul- 
ties have arisen from its somewhat un- 
likely alliance with the Muslim brother- 
hood. It was Serageddin's agreement with 
brotherhood leader Omar Telmessani that 
lay behind the resignation of Foda and 
other Christians from the party, and 
which has led to anguished soul-searching 
among a party rank and file whose loyality 
to the ideal of a secular state is deep- 
rooted. 

One of the best- known parly slogans at 
the time of the original Wafd’s foundation 
in 1 9 1 9 was ” the Motherland for all. and' 
Religion for God.” In 1937. Wafd leader 
Nahns Pasha flatly told the newly-formed 
broLherhood of Hassan El Banna: ’’There 
ls no place for religion in the afrairs of 
slate.” 

Today, that view seems to have 
changed, although the Ward’s motive for 
striking a deal with the brotherhood is not 
immediately apparent. Seraggeddin’s 


main hope appears to be that the wide- 
spread support the brotherhood enjoys 
throughout the country will pay electoral 
dividends on 27 May. 

But among his followers the fear pers- 
ists that abandoning the Wafd’s tradi- 
tional secularism in favour of an alliance 
with a group that advocates the wholesale 
application of Islamic ’’Sharia” law will 
cost the parly dearly. 

Statements condemning religious ex- 
tremism while nothing that under a 1980 
constitutional amendment Sharia has al- 
ready been declared the principal source 
of legislation have done little to head orf. 
A spate of defections among Christians 
and the more liberally- minded of the parly 
rank and file. 

Serageddin's efforts at holding the party 
together have not been helped by some 
widely-publicised remarks by a senior 
Wafd committee member in Alexandria. 
Zaghloul Bishara, describing the Wafd as 
"the party of aristocrats ”, and boasting 
that he would gladly do without the sup- 
port of the Muslim brothers. 

Moreover, the Muslim brothers them- 
selves have never denied that for them. 


Saldh Abu Ismail. is a controversial^ 
ure. He first caught the public eve 
year, when he defended the assa«mJ 
of Preside,,. Sad*, as a„ a “ “!S 

lasy" 5 am 1,1 View of Sadat's “ijj 

Abu Ismail’s remarks may we |] h avt 
caused alarm in government circles and 
prompted fresh consideration of the' (2 
understanding reached with Telmessani 
soon after Mubarak came to power The 
Brotherhood's Newspaper. El Dawaa re 
mains closed. ’ e 

Observers are also wondering whether 

th /r Sowing s i r e n g th of lh( 

Wafd/ Muslim Brotherhood alliance 
which, for all its risks, still appears to 
nave a good chance of paying off - that 
ignited Mubarak’s broadside on I May 
For among members of the ruling 
National Democratic Party, the prospect 
of a major embarrassment of polling day 
•is not one many feel confident enough to 
discount. 

The Wafd is most certainly the party of 
the moment. Us newly-establish«| paptr 
is sold out almost as soon as it hits (he 
streets, and its 400,000 circulation is al- 
ready almost a match for Egypt's best- 
known Newspaper, Al Ahram. Public fig- 
ures like former Foreign Minister Ismail 
Fahmy, and the President's own brother. 
Sarny Mubarak, have joined, along with 
defectors from the NDP and the right 
wing Liberal Party. Rallies throughout Iht 
country have drawn big crowds. And all 
this only four months after the party made 
its comeback Lhough the courts. 

According to Said Mohamed Lamloum 
a Wafd candidate running in the south 
Egyptian constituency of Al Minya. ’’the 
party is of the young who are especially 
keen students, teachers and professionals 
mostly... but the Wafd is still the party of 
the Blue Galabeya ( traditional dress of the 
Egyptian peasant) loo”. 

Despite all the parly's internal tensions, 
its hopes of capturing 40 per cent or more 
■of the vote on 27 May remain undented 
And provided Seragcddin can keep up bis 
delicate balancing act. most commenta- 
tors believe such ambitions to be wholly 
credible. 


I know Palestinians tortur ed to death’, says Attorney 


^ 1Sr “ C " ‘ U,h0rmM dur '"« ' rRSliilSSS 


VIENNA ~ At what point docs o woman 
become a heroine in her own life-time? 
Perhaps there is no finite criterion one 
can give, but whatever it is. surely Felicia 
Langcr, Israeli attorney who fights for the 
rights of Palestinians with as much gusto 
as! any PLO leader, has qualified, been ac- 
cepted and excelled. as Heroine. 1984. 

I i 

Langer is an activist and an optimist. 
Or, as she put it in a recent exclusive 
interview with the Star, ”1 pm a com- 
pletely crazy optimist because I so much 
believe in human nature; I believe that 
people are open to new ideas.” She be- 
lieves attitudes of Israelis toward Pales- 
tinians are changing: “There is a process 
in Israel which began with the Lebanese 
war. and we can see it. There is some- 
thing we;can see explicitly — a new strata 
of Israelis who oppose the war We 
understand the war is in the interest of 
the Americans and we are screaming and 
shedding our blood for them. . . Now the ' 
people are much more open, much more 
able to understand, to listen ( to the Israeli 
Peace Now Leaders) . It is very important 
that for the first time in the hjstory of . Is- 1 , 
raei. in the midst of a war. there is such a 
vast and deep opposition to the war.. We ! 
hav£ never done this before.” • ; ; 

JEFflj'^ALfcM *STAR ; • 


There are many people in Israel who op- 
pose war — any war in which. the country 
is involved. But what sets Unger apart - 
•what qualifies her as a story book heroine 
— is that she goes beyond the protest 
marches, beyond the Peace Now plea for 
belter understanding between Arabs and 
Jews, beyond the rhetoric which begs for 

Langer 8° es lo the 
heart of the Palestinian pain. She reaches 
toward them she cries with them and she 
fights for them. She defies the Israeli 
government and challenges the leaders to 
deal with the Palestinians as human bc- 
Hghts t0 mediate Justice. to recognize 

^J his , fie T eyed . b,onde attorney whose 
outspoken determination appears to add 
Inches to her petite stature, admits that 
she did not intend to limit her legal prac- 
tice to the wrongs perpetrated on the 
Palestinians but “I have no time for the 
victims of any other injustices,: It is dim. 
cult to say how many clients I have. Until 
now I have defended thousands of Pales- 
tinians; and have inha ad all sorts' ■of 
cases. The number of my cases is-anTUus- ; 
■(ration of .the constant .struggle against 
oppression; .1* have so many cases involv- 
j n ? d * splltaS; s0 "iany ckses of demo- 
(isned houses; and so many, cases , where ’ 


people were mistreated and were har- 
assed and tortured. The authorities are 
compelled to listen to me; I am forcing 
them to listen. ® 

" U is very hard to win a case but it has 
happened. Sometimes winning — ’suc- 
cess is just a relative word in my world — . 
does not mean Lo win a case,” Felicia re- 
marked. To her it may be lo seek out a 
client. To encourage this client, to give 
mm some faith in the future, It may be to 
silence a conspiracy; to minimize as much 
as possible the sentence; and sometimes 
to acquit him. but this is rare. 

’Sometimes ’success’ is just — to 

tfienfrvalSh CaSC ° f -r a Palestinia n with 
inwin ? d coura 8 e - To cross examine the 
investigators —those who are beating and 

fore ‘thi 1 miiiT 0 SCe 8 yoUng *** stand he ~ 
lore the military court and be grilled bv 

the prosecutors, but see him stretch his 

body so hewill iook older and proud: that 

enl^n^Sr f Sometimes il is an achievem- 
^C for a ™ an wh0 has been aban- 
doned and has sat In solitary confinement 
to come to the court and see that the one 
who has tortured him is not Almighty 

selTconriH ab,e crush this tortu * 
s f.' confidence. Sa you see, many 

many tunes I have been successful- victo- 

fo C H^ rt ? leaSU u d by the smlles of satis- 
faction or my clients, by the spark of iov 

eJ f es ’ Langer explained. J y 

• And now the . optimist 'Unger believe* 

rae “*v T he people are ready to go out 
1 t* rfA here thousands- and thousands 

£V to Remonstrate more. Maybe, these ard 

4oi nnn 8 ^v. ^ D,0nslra ^ 0ns (like - the 
■ 400. OOP . who protested the War after the 


Sabra/Shatila massacres) but still U« re 
are daily demonstrations before the Prime 
Minister's office. There are women de- 
monstrating. There are soldiers coming 
from the south — from the battlefield 50 ' 
Lebanon. There are the aged fathers ana 
mothers. Of course we ( the Peace No ft 
Leaders) are not satisfied with this- " 
not enough; we need much more, bui 
these signs — these phenomena — have 

to be considered as something very encou- 
raging. And we have to do everything 
the international arena to strengthen these 
forces in Israel. We must join in soIim*’ 
ity with them. We must influence the Eu- 
ropean and the American public opi- 
nion”. 

In 1983. a movie premiered in 
iled States which many felt was a mw ’ 
tone for US cinema as it P re ? el ? Ia “ . 
Palestinian trying to return to his 
land in positive light, whereas the »ra 
government played the heavy, 
pressor. “Hanna K. ”, the heroine 
whom the movie gets its title, is the au *■ 
ney who transforms her life in ner 
tempt to secure justice for her cu . 
Langer' s comments on the movie . 
“Costa Gravis (the direct or) is very w 
•able and talented and I admire him- 
.interviewed me before he made ltie 
vie. -For the western world it is very £:i 
rageous. Maybe it works abroad: mayt* 
is extremely important for those u 
dierices. But for me a Palestiman I 
wants to die after six months in P r *J5wt 
from another pianet; I don’l 
type, of- Palestinian. I know Palestmi? n fl| || 
who are tortured to death and they^Uj ^ K , 


want lo die. The movie is n ° l tor 
not. eijough. : 




I 


Poland: 


Solidarity appears losing influence 


fy Neal Ascherson 

WARSAW (Agencies) — General Woj- 
ciech Jaruzelski visited Moscow early this 
month, after a stirring few days in Poland 
that left both opposition and government 
chiming moral victory. Solidarity called 
for separate marches on 1 May and on 3 
May, Poland's old independence day. and 
in many cities marches look place. The 
government claimed, fairly, lhat the I 
May demonstrations were smaller than 
hst year and boasted that Solidarity was 
losing influence. 

This drawn game gives General Jaruzel- 
ski a slightly stronger hand when he con- 
sults President Chernenko on two tortu- 
ous deals which he hopes to bring off in 
(be near future. One is the law regulating 
Church-State relations, being drafted by a 
joint committee of officials and the Cath- 
olic episcopate. The other bargain 
concerns Poland's political prisoners, 
sow numbering over 400. 

There are increasing rumours about a 
general amnesty for these prisoners, 
limed to mark the 40th anniversary of 
Peoples' Poland on 22 July. But the cen- 
tral problem is the * Eleven’ — the seven 
Solidarity leaders and four leaders of KOR 
(Committee for Workers’ Defence) whose 
imprisonment without trial for over two 
wars has become a symbolic obstacle to 
further improvement of Poland’s relations 
with the West, and with the Vatican. 

A high official told that “it is no secret 
lhat to don't want political trials for the 
Qeven. But if some Western countries 
would show willingness to accept them, 
that would help.” 

The Eleven, however, have already re- 
fused to emigrate in return for their lib- 
tfty. Fresh negotiations with them are in 
progress; the other day, they were moved 
from prison to cells in the Ministry of the 
Interior, apparently to discuss whether 
sign pledges lo abstain from 
politics for a period if they were freed. 

The Polish authorities are trying to find 
a solution which will be acceptable both in 
“Sl and West. In the past, the Russians 


United States: 


have made clear lhat they expected the El- 
even to be tried and vigorously sentenced. 
In Moscow, General Jaruzelski will use 
his Government’s ’line’ on last week’s 
demonstrations to suggest that opposition 
within Poland is weakening and that Lhe 
tilcven are now a spent force. 



General Jaruzelski — trying to find a 
solution acceptablelboth In East and West 

He hopes that the West — especially the 
United States — • will see the releases and 
any amnesty as a token that his regime is 
now sufficiently in control to afford a 
confident gesture of clemency — In no 
way forced by western economic sanc- 
tions. 

There is an element of fantasy in both 
versions. Poland is still in bad trouble, 
economically and politically, and needs all 
the friends and help she can get. But the 
secret negotiations go on, now dead- 
locked, now promising again. The second 
cluster of obscure bargaining centres on 
the Church-State law, a settlement well 


US goes on auto- pilot 


% Robert Chesshyre 

SV^ON — Ronald Reagan has re- 
(ind * h 8 ^ ar ^® sl odyssey to view 
the vJ?iH? hot ° 8raphed a Iongside) two of 
Walter nu- Breat mon dments — the Great 
PQpe John Paul 11 ~ to 
S2?iwl e, !rl ,lt0 fl well-earned rest al 
The Pattern will serve him 
«Hfrom now until the November elec- 

ffirod J I Sts profile activity. 

White hmL & va P lsh,n 8 act. This way, the 
dominatG c . a,cu,al f s - Reagan can both 

leader 9 domestic scene as a world 

sfiv 2?. avoid . the tedium and respon- 
ibow. y ha 80 Wth aclua “y running the 

who ideal formula for a President 
stance nnrf D I on style and short on sub- 
Wwn RMft? U u®F e ? ns wM see il fi rst hand 
earkf 0 hlls Ire,and . France and Bri- 
also be ai« n ^ xt month. They may 

We «ern ' wShw* the leadershlp of lhe 
(he nackBoJw d on au*®- pilot while 

JE! e *Uie °5 t ? e Pre sidenl preoccu- 
tfere | B P®°Ple in the Administration. 




lUere I* u F1C in ine Aomimstration. 
Wcon di D lnm h f nCi a substa “fi v e Am- 
into next yej 10110 achieve ment until well 

will fJS ™° St P res8i ng problems that 
Unioa _? r n a 5 e relations with the Soviet 
the “Iff - expert suggested this week 
JLe tWo Eiiri e / 10us deterioration between 
nSe’^ 5 B ^ r P°w ers i s no | on g er rovers- 

;Nb an d Centra! America. , 

Uoa, t»H e ^ e e v f“. within the Administra- 
i °termediti! 1 t re 1)6 «t£er strategic 
:«^ob^f^^nls! tallu tmtU after foe 
NWni out8ld e, such as John 
ti^** 0 * foreign ’ policy 
M^ new^l? 85 forecast 

Mowing a missile deployment 

assessment that the 
^Uhi. ^ Procesf can no longer deliver 


Reagan: Dominates the domestic scene 
as a world leader 

He said: “Reagan has gradually worked 
out a pattern of very stark confrontation 
with the Soviet Union, at variance with 
the kind of accommodating image be s 
trying to project. It is far more serious 
than most people have fathomed. They 
think all this is going to do away with 
eventual talk.” 

Such critics are scarcely reassured by 
the high priority the Administration is 
now putting on Reagan's ’Star Wars 
defence concept, which they suggest both 
abrogates the Anti- Ballistic Missile Treaty 
and feeds Russian paranoia. • 

. Even his critics would grant that Re a- 
gait has strength and vision (of sorts): 
What worries them in hU command of de- 
tail. which will be further eroded during 
these coming iponths. absentee Pre- 
sidency.' Only recently Reagan admitted 
that he ^adjust learned; that 70 per cent 


short of a full Concordat which would 
none the less define the rights of the 
Catholic church and give them legal foun- 
dation. 

Cardinal Glemp, the primate, is re- 
ported to be saying that the text has been 
almost completed. Noises from the Gov- 
ernment suggest that much more work re- 
main to be done. As always in Poland, it 
is hard to judge which foot the boot Is on, 
wit the State authorities may be assuming 
that the Church needs the agreement 
most, and that they can delay the set- 
tlement until they get a hard assurance 
from Rome that full diplomatic relations 
between the Vatican and Warsaw would 
soon follow. 

Many ordinary Poles are sceptical about 
these deals. They point out that the strug- 
gle between the police and foe under- 
ground will continue to refill the prisoners 
after any amnesty. And they suspect lhat 
any Church-State agreement wilt disinte- 
grate under the enormous political press- 
ures. Radical Catholics and those close to 
the underground see both compromises 
and deceptions designed to persuade the 
world that (he Polish situation Is ‘ norma- 
lising’. “This is a historic battle of ideo- 
logies”, one said, “which can’t be 
switched off by a mere armistice”. 

- The Government’s main concern is to 
emerge from the international isolation of 
recent years. Poland's internal situation 
remains bleak. There are more goods in 
the shops, partly resulting from huge 
price rise, but the increase in production 
last year seems likely to peter out in 
1984. Most Poles are now aware that in- 
flation is running at over 25 per cent, 
while the average standard of living is 
some 40 per cent of what it was five years 
ago. 

Even Lhe opposition suffers from the 
national sense of isolation. Police pres- 
sure is tightening, although the number of 
.opposition books and papers is increasing 
again after a dip last year. “We have won 
the battle for the people's soul,” said one 
activist, “but a wall has grown up be- 
tween the nation and the regime.” 


of strategic Russian nuclear weapons are 
land-based, a fact that was central Lo So- 
viet rejection of early Reagan proposals 
for strategic arms cuts. 

This reluctance by Reagan to do his 
homework also means that the Adminis- 
tration very rarely lakes the long view in 
foreign policy, a falling bemoaned this 
week by Lawrence Eagleburger, who is re- 
tiring as the senior State Department 
career officer. He forecast serious prob- 
lems in the Atlanllc Alliance unless trends 
that could damage relations down to (he 
end of the century are imaginatively tack- 
led. 

As well as being commander-in-chief, 
Reagan Is chairman of the National Secur- 
ity Council, whose job it is among others, 
to control the Central Intelligence 
Agency. This week it was revealed that 
the CIA has not only been mining Nicara- 
guan harbours, but also masterminding 
bombing raids against the Sandinlstas and 
operating in Guatemala and Belize. 

A cry has gone up Lhat the Agency, en- 
couraged by the Right-wing climate in 
Washington, has returned to its noto- 
riously independent and lawless ways, re- 
miniscent of the days when it plotted to 
feed Castro something that would make 
his beard fall out. 

A former senior CIA man. however, 
pinned the responsibility squarely on Rea- 
gan and the NSC: "Whether these are 
wise, prudent policies is one thing — I 
certainly would not fall on rpy sword for 
every action that has been taken by the in- 
telligence community — but it is a ridicu- 
lous notion that the CIA is freewheeling 
on its own.” He pointed out that Reagan 
sees more of William Casey, the CIA 
director and close friend, than any previ- 
ous President has seen of former CIA 
chiefs. 

Reagan's lack of diplomatic success and 
hawkishness ought to preate opportunities 
for the Democratic Presidential candj- ; 
dates, but thus far they have shown them- 
selves to be anaemic In international mat- 
ters, unwilling to say when and where 1 
they yrould use American power. . 

(Observer News Service) 


world 


Talks on 
Namibia 

'THE FIRST direct talks In three years 
among the parties Involved In the Na- 
mibian Independence dispnte ended In 
the Zambian capital, Lusaka on Sun- 
day. And like previous meetings, dele- 
gates to the talks could not reach any 
agreement. The South African govern- 
ment, the South West African Peoples 
Organization (SWAFO) and the other 
internal parties In Namibia were all 
represented at the talks. 

The meeting, originally scheduled 
for two days had to run Into a third day 
following sharp disagreeawats among 
the delegates. There were accasatloas 
and counter accasatloas. The SWAFO 
delegation accused the Internal parties 
of being Intransigent and working for 
South Africa, while the internal par- 
ties also blamed SWAFO for refusing 
to recognize them. South Africa on its 
part, maintained that talks on Namibia 
could not go on as long as the 25,01# 
Cuban troops remain in Angola. 

The main Issue before the delegates 
In Lusaka was to consider the adoption 
of the United Nations Resolution 435 
which calls for a UN- supervised elec- 
tions in Namibia, a territory currently 
administered by South Africa. The 
recent attitude of the South African 
government is a pointer to the fact that 
It is ready to relinquish Its hold on 
Namibia and Tor that matter smoke the 
peace pipe with Its neighbours. (Secur- 
ity agreements with Mozambique and 
Angola In the past months attest to this 
fact). 

It cannot be over-emphasized that 
had the parties forgotten the past and 
gone Into the meeting with one aim, all 
the obstacles that had blocked efforts 
nude in the past to reach an agreement 
on Namibia could, bave been removed. 
Perhaps the Internal parties and 
SWAFO should be advised that this ls 
the time for them to do away with ideo- 
logical differences and come to a con- 
sensus If they want aa early solution to 
their problem. 

President Kenneth Kauada, of Zam- 
bia one of the few African elder state a- 
•men and host of the meeting deserves 
commendation for the role he has 
played and continues to play In tke 
search for peace la the southern Afri- 
can region. The other leaders of the so- 
called frontline states at this stage, 
should provide the necessary support 
for the Zambian leader. 

Here also, the Organization of Afri- 
can Unity should not be left out. Even 
though the organization has not played 
any significant role In the Namibia a 
issue, It is very Important it steps In at 
this moment when ‘ sanity 1 seems to be 
prevailing in southern Africa. The In- 
dications are that the apartheid au- 
thorities would want an earlier In- 
dependence for Namibia. And the Na- 
mibian people should show their readi- 
ness to accept the mantle even if It 
comes today or tomorrow. 

This is the reason why the various 
parties should unite now. For, there Is 
no guarantee that there will be peace la 
Namibia even after Independence. The 
activities of the Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola (UN1TA), 
one of the political groups which 
fought the war of Independence la An- 
gola la an example of the damage dif- 
ferences among political parties in a 


country can do. Elsewhere i 
them African region similar 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique, 


political parties In a 
Elsewhere la the sou*, 
oa similar exist — la 



world 

Brazil: 

Millions 

By Maleehi Lodhl 

LONDON — Jn laic April thg 
Brazilian military which has 
ruled the country for the last 
twenty years managed to Tend off 
an opposition move to restore 
direct presidential elections this 
year. But despite the defeat in 
Congress of an opposition backed 
constitutional amendment (hat 
would have enabled a successor 
to the President, General Joao 
Figueiredo (whose term expires 
next March) to be elected 
directly, the nationwide clamour 
for an end to military rule is 
likely to continue. In fact, angry 
popular reaction to the defeat 
threatens a heightening of politi- 
cal tensions. The umendmeni 
was narrowly rejected with 55 
deputies of the government 
party, PUS (Social Democratic 


Brazilians after 20 years of suffering under the mi- 
litary regime of General Joao Figueiredo, have (hr 
rouged the streets over the last four months, to press 
their demands — direct elections and return the 
country to democracy. According to opinion polls, 
90 per cent of the people favour elections and a ci- 
vilian government. United opposition is gathering 
strength and has become a great challenge to the 
Military rulers, who find it difficult to deny the 
popular demand for political change. 


Party) crossing the floor to vote 
with the opposition. 

The vote was preceded by 
months of massive street rallies 


and demonstrations demanding 
the restoration of civilian demo- 
cracy and an end to the election 
of the president by a slacked el- 


ectoral college. Under the 
present system, the president is 
chosen by a 668 member electo- 
ral college of congressmen, se- 
nators and state assembly mem- 
bers in which the PDS has a ma- 
jority. 

Pressure for constitutional 
change has been building up over 
the years. Figueiredo who be- 
came president in 197 9, has 
taken slow steps towards politi- 
cal liberalisation as part of the 
abertura ( opening up) pro- 
gramme, but has tried to main- 
tain close control of the process. 
The restoration of direct elec- 
tions of state governors in 1982 
proved a turning point for the 
opposition. By winning gov- 
ernorships in eleven states, 
which contain 58 per cent of 
Brazil's population, the opposi- 
tion parties were able to demons- 
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(rale majority support in *, 

EES* S ? n « ^en a more cS 
fident and emboldened opm 
lion has grown in strength « 
has forcefully challenged the 
!j|ary s plans for a gradual reutra 
lo democracy, by mobilising 
widespread popular 
„ diretas ja" (direct "SSfi 

According to opinion polls % 
per cent of Brazilians want' the 
next president to be elected h 
direct suffrage. Millions of Bra- 
zilians have thronged the streets 
over the last four months to 
voice this demand, which is also 
backed by the country's catholic 
church. 

The erosion of government au- 
thority in the face of popular 
protest must be seen in the con- 
text of Brazil's severe economic 
problems. Fuelling the direct el- 
ection demand is the widespread 
feeling that the military domi- 
nated government has brought 
economic catastrophe upon the 
nation. More than three years of 
worsening economic recession 
surpassing that of the 1930's, 
has led to unprecedented accen. 
tualion of social tensions in whai 
is a highly unequal society. 4? 
per cent o! Brazilian families live 
below the poverty line in a coun- 
try with the fastest growing po- 
pulation in the world. The gov- 
ernment has failed to cut infla- 
tion currently running at 150 per 
cent a year and to find a solution 
to the country’s debt problem 
Brazil's debt stands at almosi 
SI 00 billion, putting in at the 
head of the world's debt league. 

Imposition of austerity measur- 
es demanded by the IMF and 
western banks has provoked 
widespread resentment. Drastic 
spending cuts have worsened un- 
employment and reduced govern- 
ment social services. As the 
Leader of the opposition Demo- 
cratic Movement Party (PDMB). 
Ulisses Guimaraes, pul it 
"what the country can’t stand 
any more of is the unemployme*-! 
nt, the inflation, the hunger, the 
bankruptcies, the unpunished 
corruption and the subordination 
of our economic policies to the 
dicatates of the IMF and foreign 
bankers." Brazil owes $55 bill- 
ion to private banks. One of ihe 
•largest US banking companies. 
Citicorp, derives 20 per cent of 
its worldwide profits from Bra- 
zil. Industrial output has dropped 
1 5 per cent since 1 980. GNP fell 
last year while Zero Growth u 
estimated for the next two years. 
Living standards are not ex- 
pected to return to the 
level until 1 988. 

The direct elections issue bss 
become a channel for economic 
frustration and the social 
sions generated by the recession 
and austerities of the last tn r « 
years. There is also the /Alton- 

sin factor’. Many Brazilians are 

acutely conscious of develop- 
ments in neighbouring Argan 
tina. There is a feeling that 
Argentina can make a s "” 
transition to Democracy, so ca 
Brazil. 
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The military is divided over 
the issue. Hardliners in the mi- 
litary advocate sticking t° ,n ' 
original programme and no 
conceding to the opposition 
some senior arm) officers. fw|‘ 
ing further unrest, haw ex- 
pressed concern at the wisdom p 
disregarding public opinion / 
negotiated compromise 
tween the government and 
opposition is possible. 

Brazil's -military' rulers 
not bss on their way. nut iu?i Er 
but they nr? certain I v m retre®; 
They will nor be a We to lfl jK j 
; nicely deny the popular - 
lor political change *-!\ 

/. ( Soqfb /Third World 





Peace gained, 
not waited for 

By Ya‘ coub Jaber 


THE WORLD seems lo have grown 
lick of the chronic problem of the Mid- 
dle East and no longer has the desire 
or (he will to do something about it. 
The current stalemate represents the 
erosion of interest in a region which, 
nevertheless, remains of great eco- 
nomic and strategic importance to the 
world community. 

There are of course good reasons for 
this most unpleasant development. But 
ills fair to point out that Arab disunity 
end lack of agreement on a common 
strategy constitute the most compelling 
reason for letting the rest of the world 
shun involvement in the intricate com- 
plexities of a volatile region. 

One example of the failure of Arabs 
lo reach a minimum level of agreement 
on howto tackle the enormous challen- 
ges facing them is well represented in 
continued unnecessary and unex- 
plained postponement of a long- 
planned summit conference. 

Urgency for the summit to be held 
has been necessitated by the situation 
In Lebanon as well as new dangers 
catenating from the continuation of 
(he Iraq- Iran war and the escalation of 
Israeli colonialism in the occupied 
Arab territories. Yet for no convincing 
reason at all, the summit is repeatedly 
put off. 


As usual, some try to free Ihemscl- 
ws of the responsibility by attributing 
(k current Arab relieense to outside 
factors, namely, the impending US 
residential election and next June's 
woeral Election in Israel. Such elec- 
™*' however, have become somc- 
wing of a routine process recurring 
nervr°ur years without producing any 
^through in the search for genuine 

Reagan may gel re-elected 
JMl try to put his peace plan for the 
Mddle East into effect. But even if 
J happens, the plan itself faces 
eS . obst acles as it is still unac- 
JJSJ* 10 certain major parties to the 
| M° I ' eov e r , objections to a un- 
SSjS effort to bring peace to the 
JJJJF® 81 * gaining momentum. 
SS emong Arab states directly, 
lavoived m the dispute. 

S &? va ! ,i "? idea now is ,ha| in - 
aao P endeavour, an inter- 

PraciiMi f, 0nrcrence P rov »deB the best 
*hle ioiniL?^ ac hieve a balanced vi- 

overenmi °»u’ a . conference would 
•«| r Smrnif h ?k U t biaa lowards Israel 
tordiiiB 1 ? 1 »?. e Soviel Union to safe- 

^sssss^ to which a would 

J?f em, ted ? late s. France. Britain 

Tence r8 Vh rae i have opposed the 

iota The Sovie t Union and 
J, enthusiastically agreed, 

-vv-orneri lit 1081 unanim Ky among 
stales that Lhe UN- 

basis Tor i? eetm R * s the sole practical 
Arab ******* settlement. 

pr °vethe t cSi S r» S 5° uld no1 mere, y a P' 
Mlveg of £r ® re ?<* and relieve them- 

lts ^qvocat? n bar S task of Rubying for 
President* i'. From QOw until a new 
^eeerted ArS ,a ii ed ia Washington, a 
,iv ° presiim[* b effort » involving effec- 
ts be exerted as part 

stinubit mefSt? rat n 1 By , agreed upon at a 
stntteby niiwi ft Sucb a direly-needed 
aU eventualities into 
°r i^ r ^ ludin ® l b® possibility 

S^&te nk ] ional eff6rts musl no* 

but rather spur 
beak the dangerous 





ISRAELI TERRORISM in the occupied 
Arab territories, the US policies in the 
Middle Easl, Lebanon and the Iraq- Iran 
war are the main highlights in the press 
this week. 

Al-Wihda, a newspaper in Abu Dhabi, 
charges that the Israeli leadership is 
openly giving support to terrorist acts 
against Palestinian civilians in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

Israel has gone too far in its crime 
against the Palestinian people and it is 
clear that Israeli terrorism receives offi- 
cial backing. Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir has described the mission of extrem- 
ist Jewish settlers as, a sacred one,” the 
paper remarks. 

The jsaper attacks Western powers who 
still consider Israel a democratic state, 
saying it ceases to be democratic when a 
state indulges in crimes against a defence- 
less population trying to defend its rights 
and its very existence. 

Al-Khaleej newspaper of Al-Sharqa la- 
shes out at the US Congress’ approval of 
allocating $250 in. for the production of 
the Israeli fighter plane "Levy,” saying 
that Arab sLates should move from words 
to deeds in their condemnation of US poli- 
cies in the region. 

It notes that all Arab countries de- 
nounce the US policies but have so far re- 
frained from adopting a firm stand that 
can pul an end to Israeli aggression. 

The US policy also came under a severe 
attack by the Kuwaiti newspaper AI-RaH 
Al-A'am, saying that American hostility 
towards the Arabs has gone to the extent 
of participating in all Israeli wars against 
the Arabs. 

Remarking that the United States has 
pledged to abort any attempt to get Israel 
out of South Lebanon, the paper expresses 
the view that any future war will involve 
American participation on the Israeli 
side. 

It goes on to say that the Arabs should 
be awakened to the fact that the "Ameri- 
can monster” is killing them and enabling 
Israel to liquidate the Palestinian ques- 
tion, and expand further at the expense of 
their lands. 

The Kuwaiti English-language daily, 
The Kuwait Times, comments on press re- 
ports that the United States helped Israel 
destroy 108 Syrian planes in 1982, say- 
ing that the US played the same role dur- 
ing the 1973 October war. 

"The US help Lo Israel in 1982 indi- 
cates that America was involved in the Is- 
raeli invasion of Lebanon and in the mass- 
acre of Palestinian civilians at Sabra and 
ShaliJIa refugee camps in West Beirut,” 
writes the Kuwaiti daily. 

The paper also suggests that the Israeli 
air raid on Lhe Iraqi nuclear reactor in 
1981 would not have been possible with- 
out assistance from the US Central Intell- 
igence Agency (CIA). 

It concludes by warning against a new 
Israeli barbaric offensive when US pre- 
sidential nominees are contesting in pled- 
ges to offer aid to Israel and the US Con- 
gress is about to debate a till on transfer- 
ring the American embassy to Occupied 
Jerusalem. 

On Lebanon, the Qatari newspaper. AI- 
Arab, says that after the formation or 
Premier Rashid Karami's government, 
the chance has become available to take 
practical steps towards national reconci- 
liation. 

• • The one- thousand- mile journey is still 
at its beginning as there are many prob- 
lems which could blow up the situation. 
But that can be avoided if all the parties 
concerned worked closely together in the 
interest of Lebanon,” the paper asserts. 

On the Iraq- Iran war, the Kuwaiti new- 
spaper. Al-Siyassa, expresses the View 
that the voice of Iranian citizens which 
calls for an end to the war constitutes a , 
major danger to the entire Iranian leader* , 
shipr ; 

" After four years of the war, the calcu- 
lations of Khomeini have proved to be to- 
tally wrong and this will lead to 
heralding the fall of those who Wagered 



on the present leadership in winning the 
cosily war,” writes the Kuwaiti paper. 

Jordanian press 

Ad-Dustour newspaper in Amman com- 
ments on Jordan's official agreement lo 
the UN proposal to hold an international 
conference on peace In the Middle Easl. 
saying that the chances for convening the 
conference will eventually depend on the 
reconstruction of an Arab stand on effec- 
tive and practical bases through which the 
door can be open towards an international 
effort to get the proposed meeting under- 
way. It adds that it was essential to submit 
the idea to the world community with a 
view to breaking the stalemate which has 
been created by the US bias to Israel. 

"While Jordan strongly believes in the 
need to step up international efforts to 
overcome the vicious circle emanating 
from US blind support to Israel, it also be- 
lieves that coordinated Arab action must 
be audible and effective and capable of ex- 
ercising sufficient pressure on various 
world blocs lo produce fruitful results 
within the United Nations or outside it," 
asserts Ad-Dustour. 

AI-RaH newspaper comments on the 
Prime Minister, Ahmad 'Obeidat's recent 
remarks in a television Interview in which 
he said that Arab action would continue to 
be ineffective as long as it is not based on 
a united front, saying that Arab inaction 
is responsible for the lukewarm European 
attitude towards the Middle East. 

"It is no longer possible or reasonable 
to ask the others to act in the interest of 
the Arab cause aL a time when Arab lead- 
erships are unable tp work together and 
shoulder their responsibilities towards 
this cause as a united and coherent Woe, ” 
AI-RaH says. 

Israeli press 

In its campaign against YuvaL Neeman 
because of his recent statements regard- 
ing the criminal attack on the West Bank 
mayors Koteret Rashit says that Neeman 
was reserved regarding the assassination 
of Hebron students and the planting of 
bombs in Arab buses but he is not res- 
erved towards the attack on West Bank 
mayors. 

He does not condemn this crime but 
lauds it because, as he claims, the attack 
on the mayors has silenced the provoca- 
tive leaders without killing anyone, the 
paper states. 

Neeman is justifying the attack and is 
defending criminals despite the fact that 
he is a representative of the government 
which is trying to disclose the identity of 
the culprits, writes Lhe paper. 

Commenting on the Herut internal elec- 
tions, Ha modi a says the ballot had cer- 
tainly contributed to unity inside the 
party, but it might be interpreted as ,a re- 
habilitation of two ministers in prepara- 
tion for their participation in the coming 
government in case the Ukud emerges 
winner from the coming elections. 

There is a risk in this step because it 
would be difficult to convince the elector- 
ate that previous offences Will be rectified 
during the next government, It would also 
be difficult for the Ukud to convince 
some voters that Sharon and Aridor have 
changed and that Arens and Orgad who 
replaced them arc carrying out their du-; 
ties wisely and responsibly, the paper 
says.; • 

The Cal tn inside • the movement was 
bought at a very high price and tpe possi- 


bility of Sharon and Aridor claiming im- 
portant portfolios in the coming govern- 
ment will deter a considerable number of 
prospective voters, writes Hamodia. 

Hadashot comments that Herut elec- 
tions created echoes regarding the so- 
called Sharon defeat who ran for leader- 
ship of Lhe party against Shamir and ob- 
tained 42 per cent of the vote despite the 
fact that he only ranked 9th on the elec- 
tions list for the Knesset. 

The Likud leadership is trying to hide 
the truth and the dispute for leadership, 
and claims that democracy inside the 
party was the victor. We must remember 
that Sharon, who suffered many defeats 
in the past, has been able to return to the 
political arena did not yet say his final 
word regarding his return to government, 
writes Hadashot. 

Herut is trying to inform the public that 
Sharon's danger is over and that Herut’ s 
leadership is moderate. Still it is our duty 
to caution the public against Herut’s at- 
tempt to display a false picture because 
Shamir himself is to blame for the many 
defects resulting from the war in Leba- 
non. Whatever the results may be, Sharon 
has secured for himself a position within 
the Likud leadership, says the paper. 

Maarlv writes that in its reference to a 
proposal by a retired judge of the supreme 
court, Moshe Etzioni, objecting lo the ra- 
tification of the list prepared by the racist 
movement "Kakh", the supreme court 
decided at one time to ban the Arab list of 
the "Land movement", thus establishing 
a precedent and a general rule in this re- 
spect regardless of lists being Arab or Je- 
wish. 

In the past the list of Rabbi Meier Ka- 
hana was permitted to seek election but 
there were no supporters. This time less 
than 20,000 votes are required for each 
person running for election for Dial per- 
son to qualify. Kahana’s views which call 
for Nuremberg- like laws to be applied to 
the Arabs, is something horrible to hear 
from Lhe Knesset pulpit, the paper says. 

Still, freedom should be secured for the 
electorate unless a disapproved of Arab 
list appears, then and only then, we must 
not give a chance to a Jewish list which 
exploits Israeli freedom to hurt that 
freedom, says Maarlv. 

Commenting on organised Jewish crime 
Al-Hamlshmar says that Gush Emunim 
had to hold an urgent session to reach a 
unified stand towards the discovery of se- 
cret Jewish organizations. Many.stateme- 
nts condemning settlers' crimes were 
heard before. It is not surprising of MK 
Hanan Porat lo try to change the impres- 
sion left by statements made by Levlnger, 
a prominent leader in the Gush Emunim 
.movement whereby he defended suspects, 
by expressing his reservations towards 
terroristic acts. Porat delivered correct 
statements but he claimed that there is In- 
justice in depriving the citizenry from 
their land.' 

Haaretz cons meats that Shamir is 
searching for the criminal aspects which- 
the Israeli security and police are inves- 
tigating. Shamir came out with tolerant 
views in this respect. He said:- The love 
for Israel has been exaggerated through 
these acts. There were deviations in all 
revolutionary movements. By saving that 
he hopes Suspects wiU explain their mo- 
tives,. Shamir is expressing his views that 
are 1 . Inclined to show leniency towards 
them, says the paper. 

• The premier acted properly but it wqs 
not witbiik. his duty to try to influence pu- 
blic opinion in favour, of the suspects. • 
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I Genuine revival 

| THE CANDIDNESS and freedom which characterized the dialogue between 
I Minister Ahmad 'Obcidat and members of Parliament attest to the 

l fact that the Jordanian society is undergoing a genuine revival of democracy 
I m its political Life. 

I Laudable was the fact that members or Parliament with striking directness 
voiced concern over excesses committed by the executive branch against 
I Jordanian citizens. While some of the allegations presented were exagger- 

I u 1 ,® ■ lhal r th r ey , we / e aired in a session open to the press and thus to 

I the public is proof of the fact that the legislative branch is effectively play- 
I mg its role of being a check on the executive branch as well as safeguarding 
the citizens individual rights and liberties. Prime Minister ‘Obeidat’s re- 
sponses were erudite and expressive of the necessity of security precautions 
in view of the existence of multifarious political currents, some of them 
hostile and linked to exlernal forces. 

The overriding objective of any democratic system is to attain a harmoni- 
ous balance between the requirements of preserving individual rights and 
^rties with the necessity of sustaining stability and cohesiveness of the 
body- politic. The dialogue witnessed in Tuesday’s session between the exe- 
cutive and legislative branches epitomizes such a- balance. 

Clearly, the responsibility of preserving Jordanian democracy depends 
mostly on the citizen who is the fundamental, most basic unit of the social 
and political fabne. This implies that the citizen must contribute politically 
m order to reinforce a healthy interaction between the government and the 
i pcoptc. 

T ^ e discussion of increased freedom for the press, the perrfiitting of poli- 
tical parties and responsible opposition as well as the other elements of se- 
nume democratic political life are to be praised and supported. 8 
Jordan s situation and context involves many threats and challenges- 
Zionist expansion and economic development are only part of a long list. 

I The resurrected democratic orientation of Jordan’s political system will 
guaranteethat this country, people and leadership will confront these chall- 
enges with resolve and unity. 

A breach of solidarity 

THE UNPRECEDENTED participation of an Israeli delegation in the bi- 
annual conference of Moroccan Jews, at the invitation of the Moroccan gov- 
ernment, stirs more questions than answers. ® 

First of all, it is an unfortunate violation of Arab League and Arab summit 
ca C J S i? nS a -V} f | ormt J , ations. Not even Egypt, which has diplomatic repre- 
sentation with Israel has permitted such an event — with Israeli participa- 
*‘°. n ~ 10 * ake P Iace °” its SQl1 - Secondly, the liming of the conference cimd 
hot have been worse: Tt comes at a time when the Zionist Ukud government 
ArS, 0 * 11 y e ? cou ™g in B th ®. establishment of more Jewish settlements On 
e . rrit °r y; (,? n Tuesday five more settlements were approved) thereby 
sabotaging the slightest chance for peace; in addition to the fact that Isra- 
el s occupying forces in Southern Lebanon are ruthlessly persecuting the 
population under occupation. y n s me 

ben f fit ° r doubt, dialogue between members of the mono- 
theistic religions Is a positive phenomenon especially If it enhances mutual 
understanding and erodes the sentiments of religious bigotry. One would 
wish that this were the goal of the conference. The reality is that the 
5 the 40-m,n delegation, Including SL of Ihe 

Knesset, renders it a meeting with strong political overtones and objectives. 

Je ^ incJwJina Israeli political figures freely assemble in an 
country, our brethren under Israeli occupation have no freedom to 
assemble and voice support for their legitimate representatives 
Arab- Jewish dialogue leading to the return of Jews to their original Arab 
tive - thia l* While Jews were historically persecuted in 
the West they always enjoyed tolerance and freedom within the domains of 
Islam: Jewisli cultural accomplishments under the aegis of Islamic civfijza- 
tipn bears testimony to this fact. However, the question emerges whether 
the goal of the conference is to encourage the repatriation of Jews to Arab 
countries or to attract more Arab Jews to the Zionist state? 

In view of present Arab vicissitudes it is clear that the participation of the 
Zionist delegation in the conference in Morocco is highly unfortunate as it 
increases Arab disunity and is likely to harm future inter- Arab relations 
Synthetically, whether in .peace or war the Arabs should form a united 
front. The meeting in question taking place Inian Arab country which chairs 
the Isf antic Conference Organization and.theK^O’s JerUsaierh committee 
and which :is technically, ftt; wdjr Stith Jsruel Is: to- put it mildly a breadh of 
Arab solidarity. The Moroccan, government -fe yet to give satisfactory 
answers to overwhelming questions. 



Zebra crossing 


To the editor: 

Tlic tremendous increase in the number of vehicles in Amman resulted in traffic- 
jam, accidents-and other relevant inconvenience. This resulted in strict enforce mem 
of traffic rules and other measures to safeguard people by the government. The in 
troduction of the idea to cross the road at the Zebra point is safe and old This brinss 
discipline in the minds of the people and help save the valuable lives of the cedes 
tnans from avoidable mishaps. The imposition of penality on the violators would 
definitely perforce the people to strictly observe the measures introduced. Notwith- 
standing, the violators can go unnoticed for the following reasons: 

Zebra crossing is that part of the road where white strips are painted across wilhi 
sign board beside the road to indicate the actual crossing point. But where are then 
lines and marks? It is practically very difficult to find out the Zebra marks Itselfl 
The lines exist at certain points are extremely dim and are Illegible even in the broad 
day light as also the case with the sign boards. It is deemed highly important and 
appreciable if the authorities swing into action right now and start painting the 
crossing points and provide necessary sign boards. Only then they can expect efr 
operation from the public andlbdastjof their contribution. Looking forward to the 
response and wishing safety for all. 

B.B. Singh) Ammu 

English labs or classes? 

Te the editor: 

It ilis K WW"* f ° re ‘ 8 . n languages is a challenge and is not an easy task. 

fffi 8tu{ ! yin8 a fore J«« language at an early level does not have much 
ofh^w vSAm,* -, ne .J5 mastery of ll ; Ia other words, it is not a matter of time, but 
forefon i* Tf iere .u re many faclors that play a vital role in our masteryofi 

suit the Earners’ culture ^ avai,abl,Uy of the Caching aids and the materials that 

foScn 6 i!f„ S,?™ thc , language ,ab occupies the most prominent place ii(tb« 

lannuffA t . each JJ| 8 - 1 am not saying that the language lab can replace the 

language classes since they can never do and we should not attempt to do so, 

ifl^nnt= ar Ti!l! a - ny ^ d I fanta80 r S (? the lan Soage lab, but I'll mention the mostimpor- 
“Portance of the language lab lies on providing good models of pro- 

thaUflnmfo i? Cr K BBeS the power of the teacher who is not a native speaker of 
Ir h no \ accomplished complete native pronunciation. Also, the 
t h e n r n nn nr i off used t ®, Blve ®tudents extra chances or opportunities to improw 
also £ ante S Ji Q ’ r pr ? ctiso 8ra ™n»r and work on their weak points. Students will 
also be able to benefit from the individual attention of their teacher. 

letter' 8 /*^ I* 1 ® 8 *; advantages and the advantages which are not mentioned in til* 
leuer, I feel it is time to raise this matter seriously. Shall we start right now?? 


Eyyayjred AJiu ^Housh 


America: A friend or foe? 


To the editor: 




both Jordan and Saudi Arabia have been good Friends of 
IJLiiS Th ?“ 0st 8U ?» on at all international forums in diffusing 
selves and hlstorv Sfjtfr to r acquire the modern weapons just to defend the 
blen ^ reaV aftel Whilat America’s illegitimate child Israel^ 
pons ^which it la u«i^o? 1I K? 1 wlt ^, bu8e 9 uantum of advanced and sophisticated^ 
rountries C EvBn S B U fiIS, Undeterred ‘i 1 0Ccu Pyi»8 the legitimate lands of neighbourly 

.S5*ys M„Tr»si , d, n ! ow Judge whether AnSr,oa is reai,y a true fr 

fM?^ r *. C0n el ^ ction year h " =ome Prove that how low lead ers g 

and ,ecure seal - I‘ i» sincerely hoped that the enligMaj 
'^misguided .ee^ before any 


. . Wak^-iip my. friends, the image and.! honour of your country is at stake! ■ 

r-VSV. ? •.. ' •• Siodi AC*f 


Kamel 

Abu 


Jaber 



The Iran- Iraq 
war: 

The background 


Greetings to Jerusaieml 

VERY SOON the Iran- Iraq war. already called by some scho- 
lars and commentators the ••Forgotten" war, will enter its 
fifth year. It is one of the longest and most bitter conflicts 
between neighbours in modern times; mude more bitter by 
the fact that thc combntants are not only neighbours, but 
Muslim neighbours, each of whom is cluiming the right of 
self-defence rather than territorial expansion or aggran- 
dizement. 

Looking at it in historical perspective, the present conflict 
is but the continuation, perhaps even thc culmination of a 
long standing dispute over the borders between the two 
nations. The border dispute, over the proper boundaries of 
the two nations in the ShaL ill- Arab water way. however, 
has exacerbated tensions and deep and long standing suspi- 
cions between the two peoples and their leaders. 

Iran with a distinctive language. Shiusect religion, art, 
and culture, has been an independent nation for almost the 
past four hundred years. Iraq, on the oilier hand, was, until 
Iris, part of the territory of the Ottoman Hmpire. 

‘ na?l3ita, V* at l * mu « it has been attempting to establish a 
(Jher Ara b coun t r i"e s' i R at 1 1 ! el gj!i s . ■ 11 . l0t V* e 

World War is in thc process of transition from one lcvel r 81 
national politico- social and economic development to 
another. The frustrations, uncertainties and dislocations 
Inal Iraq experienced in this process, are similar to those 
experienced in Iran, first under the Shah, and now under 
the present Islamic regime of Imam Khomeini. 

the Third World, both Iraq and Iran, were shocked 
« the speed and the devastation caused by the intrusion of 
western influences into the area. Iran and Iraq, indeed all 
wab societies were exposed, not only militarily, but in 
every sphere of human endeavour. The very fabric of the 
social, economic and political life, indeed the vulue system, 
nee thought of as perfect, came under attack and gave way 
“ tne new aggressive styles of life and values. Thc result 
era i u- 1, by tbe seve mh decade of this century, there ern- 
in er * y thwarted and wounded brands of nationalism 

t»th countries. Both needed a success. 

ihP 16 I rai1 of the Shah attempted to pose as the ’•power" in 
riuin rea - : fl P ower that would revive the once great Iranian 
rtv* .!i IOn °f earlier times. He. like his father before hi in. 
emnh ■ l . 0,lle llse 01 names, and symbols of ancient Persia 
lrania BSiZlnB lbc se Purale character, the uniqueness of the 
ho,.,- C . ulture * indeed its distinctiveness from Ihc neigh- 

Ur| ug Arab- Iraqi culture. 

der\*! Cn ' he unilaterally abrogated the I '137 bor- 

G rest ly Irut *’ und then occupied the three islands of 
Guir Fand Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa at the mouth of the 
r» ' . ariy farther illusions about his expansionist intentions 
then v^ 8 h i s nc *Khbours vanished. His meeting with the 
Hn«„- ICa " res ident. now President of Iraq, Mr Saddam 
lidfint* 11 ? “i 1 , ut Algiers, at the initiative of the late Pre- 
slon , 8eria - Mr Houari Bourne diene, and the conclu- 
harbi«2 lh raq of the 1975 Algiers treaty were hailed as 
l ra q. “ rs °f Peace between the two neighbours. Iran and 

shows th ai the Shah never intended to abide by 
viJtJ™ of lf ? e treaty calling on Iran to withdraw from pre- 
Quesu Jf CUpied Ira <li territory. In spile of repealed re- 
the Pv ’. aen ?ands and reminders by Iraq, he never ordered 
^evacuation of three Arab islands at the mouth or the 

Th 

Wal of < ;!!l y provision the Shah abided by was Iran’s wilhdra- 
whieh cA Su PP° rt of the Kurdish rebellion in Iraq: a matter 
Iraq] Served Ms purposes too as much as it was a help to 

lraqwirln Bn tba1, * ran maintained Us occupation of certain 
qfashpn r ;i l ?f y and l he border provocations, incidents and 
.continued as if no treaty had been concluded. 

Islamin'?.?, 13 ? roason, among many, why Iraq welcomed the 
that thp n j'° l,tlon and supported it initially. The hope was 
* 1 °od fihd le , W .. r ? 8 * mc » speaking as it was of IslamiC-brother- 
l| >e late sif < S lda !] ily ’ would deliver to the neighbours what 

Premature re ^ used t0 deliver: Hopes that soon proved to 


Didactic literature 


opinion 


hISv r UST ^ week ' s . article 
briefly focused on ‘ * Literature 

and identification", it might be 
worthwhile to add some remarks 
about ‘Scientific Fiction' , a part 
or literature which has become a 
salient feature of contemporary 
times so much involved in 
science and technology. "Scienti- 
fic Fiction’ can be made to call 
under what 1 myself have called 

Didactic Fiction’, that is that 
part of literature which uses nar- 
rative, whether story or novel, 
to draw a lesson from life or to 
establish an urge towards learn- 
ing and creativity. 

It is no exaggeration to say 
that most of television foreign 
fiction (represented in the form 
of serial dramatised episodes) 
deals with crime, violence, dete- 
ctives. the high level of rich life 
and business that the west has 
gone into, the corruptive ways of 
such life and such like themes. 
Very little of the television fic- 
tion that is being shown on the 
small screen deals with didactic 
issues, scientific biographies, 
scientific discoveries and break- 
throughs; and almost none of it 
touches the pains and miseries 
of deprived classes. 

Of course every now and then 
there is comic dlspaly of absurd 
Western ideas such as witch- 
craft, failure of marriage and 
juvenile exotic entertainment. 
This does not mean that foreign 
television programmes are not 
enjoyed by the foreign watcher, 
for whom they might be pri- 
marily meant. But to the native, 
even though sometimes he gets 
entertained thereby -— especially 
if he happens to have had some 
foreign culturation — to this na- 
tive the foreign programmes do 
noi substantially contribute to 
the widening of mental scope 

with fellow"^ nlflv^'il 5 ^ VI RE al ^l®® _ 
class, in particular, or even of' 
his own class. 

When it comes to Arabic- 
language television dramatised 
fiction serials (and this applies 
also to cinema fiction), the au- 
dience are up against common- 
place problems which they have 
in everyday life but which are 


presented in an unbelievable 
way. Most of the fiction — 
drama programmes arc Egyp- 
tian. Bin they portray Egyptian 
middle class life, which has lost 
ils connections with either the 
rools, being mostly an imitation 
or even prostitution of Western 


By Henry Matar 


imported middle class aspects: 
love making, dance clubs, detec- 
tive crime and what not. It is a 
very well known Tact that the 
current Egyptian T. V. or cinema 
output can, for the greatest part, 
create something out of any si- 
tuation. So tediously, artificially 
and elaborately can a situation be 
developed that thc watcher can 
spend an hour or so, and at the 
end come out lost as to where 
and how the situation began. It 
is fiction that conduces to som- 
nolence. 

To endow fiction with interest 
it has to meet certain requireme- 
nts. It has to be realistic in the 
sense that it is made Lo deal with 
an outstanding significant event 
of the day. 


In the Middle East nothing can 
activate the mind and the con- 
science but politics. It is the po- 
litical dilemma we are in as a re- 
sult of the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine and other parts of the 
Arab world that can stir the mind 
and the conscience. It is also the 
economic difficulty that the Mid- 
dle East, as part of the Third 
World, is having ( not to mention 
starvation, massacres, poverty) 
which can touch the innermost 
soul against the cumbersome 
g^gg/ny we have accepted to tie 
outers and malefactors?'-’ 1 !' op.rse- 


Apart from theme interest, 
marketed fiction should have the 
element of conflict between what 
is good and what is evil, between 
what is just and what is unjust, 
between what is hypocritical and 


sincere, between what is real 
struggle and sham bombastic 
verbosity. Il is not import am to 
have the good side triumph in 
the end. 

Sometimes lo cruelly and un- 
sparingly expose wickedness so 
much so that it ultimately ap- 
pears revolting and stimulates 
the stamena to fight against it 
rather than docility to acquiesce 
to il. Such conflict has to be 
cleverly and tensely kindled 
through the dramatic character 
representation of either side of 
the conflict, even to the extent 
of the exaggerated sentimental- 
ity and typicality of Charles 
Dickens. 


And finally the marketed fic- 
tion should never lose its link 
with the humane touch: with 
benevolence rather than with 
wicked violence, with justice ra- 
ther than despotism, with the 
turn of feeling towards tear- in- 
stigating sympathy rather than 
towards callous petrification of 
compassion. 

And finally our fiction, drama- 
tised or not, which we would like 
to become enlightening and in- 
structive and purpose oriented, 
both to children and adults, must 
deal with current like and cur- 
rent world issues. And what is 
more important to the upbringing 
of the new generations than a 
scientifically-oriented outlook? 
It goes without saying, that the 
surging tide of science has never 
before been so overwhelming 
and all -sweeping as il is at pres- 
ent towards the end of Lhe twen- 
tieth century. 

Having triumphed against out- 
dated superstitions and make- 
beliefs science should have its 
IT Scientific Fiction, 
life and subsidence.' If morality 
should have anything to do with 
scientific fiction, let it not be the 
out- dated inobjective morality, 
but rather that which direcLs ob- 
jective material science towards 
positive goals. 


Honeymoon diary 

48 hours in 

WE WERE told by our travel agent. Mr. Kioi. that 
we had two options; The first was lo try to find a 
flight that night back to Cairo and the second lo 
spend the night at the airport and try to get in the 
next day. "Today is Easter," he said. "All gov- 
ernment offices are closed, but tomorrow I am sure 
that you will be allowed in. You see I am a very 
influential man in this country and by pulling the 
right strings your visa will be ready by noon tomor- 
row." 1 

We were very tired and tense. Three flights had 
already come while we were waiting and more than 
once we were the only passengers left in the termi- 
nal. I became so angry and frustrated that I wanted 
to take the first plane to Cairo.- So J hurried to the 
airport’s flight desk and asked to be put on the first 
fiight to Cairo. But that was not eaBy. To my dis- 
may I discovered that there were four flights leav- 
ing that day — all in the evening — and none of 
them going to Cairo. I looked at the digital screen 
above and 1 could see planes leaving for Dar es Sa- 
lam Paris, London and Johannesburg. I begged 
and prayed, yelled and ordered but there was no 
way I could get connections to Cairo that day.,- The 
only possibility was a Kenya Air flight lo Cairo the 
next day leaving at nine in the evening. So I had no 
option but to spend the night at the airport in the 
hope that Mr. Kioi could get us in in the morning. 

We were stranded four thousand miles away 
from home with no ywiy to get in br out. My wife 
was exhausted and I was bioling and steaming just 
by looking at the faces of the Immigration officers 
who stood Idly by of strolled slowly up and down 
the empty, silent corridors. I could not believe 
what was happening lq us, ’ ‘This is a dream; a bad 



Nairobi (2) 


one and it will go ;iway," I kept saying to myself. 
But the monotony of things, the slowness of the 
passage of, lime and the exhaustion that was con- 
suming iny energy and concentration were real. 

From the small empty restaurant c«n the third 
floor we could see the outline or the city of Nai- 
robi. The colours were beautiful; A hazy horizon 
with a splash of red. grey and blue clinging to the 
summits of the far away mountains. The sky was 
deep blue with patches of silver clouds. The earth 
was strange brown projecting itself every now 
and then from within the yellow and orange grass 
which. everywhere covered the earth. 1 felt some- 
thing grabbing me with a deep sensation and warm 
feeling. We became more frustrated as we realized 
that we have come so far to see this land and now 
concrete rooms and barbed wires around the prem- 
ises separated us from that place, only a few me- 
tres away. 

It was 10 hours since we set foot in the airport. 
We swallowed a sandwich, sipped tea and coffee 
and sat on the uncomfortable chairs of the immi- 
gration hells gazing at the small gates before us 
which meant freedom and rest to us. I was busy 
thinking of ways to get out or in, but nothing em- 
erged. Suddenly 1 felt weak and helpless. We were 
inside a large prison. We had to wait and learn to 
cope with our new environment: Brightly lit rooms 
and hails, in-house security cameras w&tching 
every move we make, immigration officers roam- 
ing the halls like hungry wolves expecting a prey to 
fall or collapse, and last but not least more than a 
: dozen passengers just like us marooned in Kenya's 
airport. 
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MAY 15, 1948 is no longer a very special 
day in the history of Palestine, the^Pal es * 
tinians and the Arabs. We should not mark 
this day of the year by remembering the 
ongoing Palestinian saga. We should no 1 

Uionn MM.II XI l ■ il III .inn far 


unyuing raiestmian saga, we snouw 
weep, recall the dead and those living w 
away. We must not make speeches ano 
issue statements, or send resolutions ano 

.-i. . _ . . . .... 


study papers to the UN. 

These have been done before until the 
wound is no longer able to bleed or he®, 
or the memories to recall the good days o 
erase the dark horrible nights. Everyday is 
a reminder and every night is a nightmar ■ 
The burdens of history are not easy JJ 
carry around for 36 years. The lives o> j 


b ene^ ar ®. not Possible to protect from 
^ 0m * ^d ourselves. 

I N orXl°L children are to ° many to 

“I Our hear?Q 0 u On ! y the pain is ,eft: Dee P 
1 Passing tn I 0 bu /.? in 9 our conscious and 
f-Bcy. 0ur ohildren like an ancient le- 

^ May 

^Wav’k^l 8 is no ,on 9er a special day. 
? 0r e wp h« a repeat °f an ugly drama 
IS the cninr-? m0 the viewers, the vic- 
J|%rs. p-iSri* 8, the comedians and the 

s ° w i but tht? Ine was t,le nam e of the 
; at was only in chapter one. 
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Benvenisti blasts Israel’ s West Bank designs 


By Zakl Nlmrl and 
Khaled Nuselbeh 


IN A limcLy. though alarming study Mr 
Benvenisti once again with frightening 
facls, portrays the fundamental transfor- 
mations that the occupied West Dank and 
Gaza have undergone us a result of the 
systematic Israeli policies and designs. 
Indeed the impression that is projected by 
this thorough and systematic study is that 
annexation is the ultimate objective of the 
occupying forces. 


The significance of the study is that it 
emanates from an insider in the Zionist 
establishment who has had thorough ex- 
perience in so far as Israeli West Dank po- 
licies are concerned. He was the Deputy 
Mayor of Jerusalem and the chairman of 
the Planning and Building Commission. 
Equally significant, is that his voice rep- 
resents a growing sentiment among Israe- 
lis that Israeli annexationist policies arc 
irrevocably hindering the chances for 
peace. 


In his study Benvenisti analytically de- 
picts the changing socio-economic, politi- 


cal and demographic realities pertaining 
to the West Bank and Gaza. 


In the section of the study dealing with 
the demography of the Arab occupied ter- 
ritories, Benvenisti points out that the 
single most important factor affecting de- 
mographic trends is migration. He notes 
that during 1948-1949 2.50,000 refugees 
parted from the area controlled by Israel 
and entered the West Bank, while 
1 60.000 refugees entered the Gaza Strip. 


In the immediate ensuing period of the 
1967 war. about 200.000 of the West 
Bank population crossed to the East Bank 
of the Jordan. . 


An alarming figure which he presents is 
that “of the total initial cohort aged ten 
to twenty one in 1967 only thirty per cent 
of the men and 50 per cent of the women 
continue to live in the West Bank." 


Benvenisti concedes that the political 
variables — that is the sheer presence of 
Israeli occupation — is a major contribu- 
tor to Arab emigration. However, he 
points out, rather evasively, that the in- 
. fluencing forces are more complex. Para- 
doxically the study notes that the building 
of Israeli settlements lends to diminish 
the rate of emigration. The author points 
out that “the settlements arouse political 
insecurity, increase friction, and cause 
hardships that may result in increased mi- 
gration.” 


It is known that one of the sever ist 
challenges facing the Arab population in 
the occupied territories are the prevailing 
economic conditions. Indeed it is also 
known that the West Bank is economically 
dependent on (he Zionist entity, in the 
sense that it provides cheap labour and is 
a market for Israeli manufactured pro- 
ducts. As the author notes the West Bank 
• ' has never been nilowed to develop as an 
independent economic unit or even to 
forge meaningful interaction among its 
diverse branches." 


West Rank be integrated into the Israeli 
economy without having to hear the bur- 
dens of such an integration. That is to say 
that genuine integration, as Benvenisti 
notes, would have meant “extending the 
social welfare state system that dominates 
the economic scene in Israel.” Among 
other things this system involves selective 
taxation, massive subsidies, infra- struc- 
ture developments etc. .. 


Unfortunately Benvenisti docs not em- 
phasize adequately that the overriding ob- 
jectives of Israel are to subjugate the 
Palestinian economy in order to conduce, 
through the creation of economic hard- 
ships. mass Arab migration. 



Meron Benvenisti 


The author erroneously asserts that eco- 
nomic policies followed changing political 
perceptions. He asserts that after 1967 
common perception was that the occupa- 
tion whs a temporary phenomenon. And 
thin territorial compromises would 
prevent the absorption by Israel i»r « hu B o 
Arab population. It is clear that the Zion- 
ists ideologically and in practical political 
pursuit harboured the intentions of swall- 
owing up the West Bank and Gaza includ- 
ing Jerusalem into the alleged "Eretz Is- 
rael”. 


Mr Benvenisti asserts in his study that 
the West Dank underwent economic dislo- 
cation for the second time in a genera- 
tion. “This lime the consequences of the 
geopolitical upheaval were even more dra- 
matic than they had been after I 948. The 
West Bank economy was confronted with 
an economic giant. * Furthermore the to- 
tal purchasing power of more than a mill- 
ion Palestinians is comparable to that of a 
middle sized Israeli city, according to the 
author. This attests to the relative eco- 
nomic weakness of the occupied territo- 
ries by comparison to the colonial Zionist 
state. 

One of the known facts about the obeje- 
lives of the Israeli occupation is to 
prevent the development of a viable eco- 
nomy that can become a basis for a future 
independent Palestinian entity. In a can- 
did manner Benvenisti slates that “the 
fragmented, non- viable, dependent, and 
underdeveloped nature of its economic 
branches became more visible as a result 
of the tremendous disparity between them 
and Israeli economic sectors.” 

Equally candid is his analysis of the im- 
plication of West Bank integration^ Into 
the Israeli economy which ‘ ‘dealt a death 
blow to the economic viability of the 
Pa Jestinians as a community. ” 
Furthermore, in a display of raaHciqus 
calculation the Israelis desired that the 
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Map of existing and planned settlements 
between 1983—2010. 


One of the facets of Zionist tyranny 
over the West Bank is that economic po- 
licy is employed to assert control over the 
occupied population. Political currents 
unfavourable to Zionist objectives are met 
with economic sanctions. ' * Israel controls 
all policy instruments absolutely, and uses 
them to dispense favours to collaborators 
and punish dissidents,” the author stales. 


There is as Benvenisti indicates a psy- 
chological barrier to long-term invest- 
ment 'which can contribute to a viable 
West Bank economy. The author implies 
that the majority of the savings of the 
Arab popuiatipg^ is invested ip real est- 
ate. The author says, “the Palestinians 
are. insecure, disoriented, and. intimi- 
dated, end their psychological environ- 
ment is not conducive to the risk taking 
involved in long-term investment!” 


The study reveals that the important 
agricultural sector is severely disadvan- 
taged in an unfair system. The author in- 
dicates that the government consistently 
protects the interests of the Israeli far- 
mers whenever they are threatened by 
West Bank and Gaza agricultural produc- 
tion. “On the one hand, they are inte- 
grated into the Israeli system and must 
adjust to its market conditions: on the 
other hand they are excluded from its sys- 
tem of support." 


ible that he does not include in his wr 
trayal an accurate description of Zionui 
persecution of Arabs under occupation 
Furthermore, he fails to capture the out 
standing relevant fact that Israel's politi 
cal and economic policies are an inextric 
able pari of a strategy - with historic 
roots — to establish the greater Eretz Is 
rael. 


To be fair to Mr Benvenisti, h e is pan of 
that segment of the Israeli population alio 
genuinely aspire to a political solution of 
the Arab- Israeli dispute. The tragedy is 
that his sentiment is not accompanied by a 
readiness to make the adequate concess- 
ions, in terms of the recognition of Arsb 
rights, that can constitute a basis Tor a 
settlement. 


A core aspect of the Palestinian problem 
is land. Benvenisti's study reveals that 
the Israelis are in the process of gaining 
direct control *.over 40 per cent of West 
Bank lands and 3 1 per cent of the Gaza 
Strip area. Clearly these figures coupled 
with an accelerated rale of Israeli set- 
tlements pose not only an insurmountable 
obstacle to peace, but also a direct threat 
to the physical presence of Arabs in Pales- 
tine. This thesis is implicitly contained in 
Benvenisti's compilations. 


By September 1983, 106 Israeli set- 
tlements had been established in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. Despite the fact 
that Ihe large number of settlements on 
Arab sequestrated land is frightening, the 
exclusion of Jerusalem is a pernicious 
ploy to cover the real magnitude of Israeli 
settlements. It is a fact that Jewish expan- 
sion of Jerusalem has rendered iL one- 
fifth of the total area of the West Bank. 
Benvenisti also makes what cannot be 
called an unintended error. 


As far as the Palestinian problem is 
concerned, Benvenisti is a sound realist. 
The following quatation from bis study 
best captures this realism: “The Pales- 
tinian national entity was defeated and 
has become a phantom, bul that phantom 
will continue to pursue its victors and the 
whole world. Followers of the Jabotinsky- 
Begin ideology and those who admire Sha- 
ron and Eitan will discover, to their sur- 
prise, that phantoms can be more danger- 
ous than physical beings. Shadows cannot 
be beaten with sticks. The phantoms will 
rise from their graves, and Palestinian 
nationalism, which some have tried to 
destroy physically and others have tried to 
destroy conceptually, will give no respite. 


While Benvenisti’s presentation of the 
situation in the occupied territories is ad- 
miiaoij r«ot..„i and obiective. it is tang- 


New book on fall of Shall 


By Colin Smith 

LONDON (ONS) — Sir Anthony Parsons, 
former British ambassador to Tehran, has 
written one of the first books, outside the 
category of journalistic potboiler, about 
the fail of the Shah of Iran. This event 
was an enigma which historians will no 
doubt ponder for some time to come. 


On the face of it Muhammad Raza Shah 
had everything going for him. The enorm- 
ous increase in oil prices since the 1973 
Arab- Israeli war meant that most of his 
subjects had never had it so good. The pe- 
trol dollars also bought the loyalty of the 
most pampered and, after the Israelis, 
best-equipped army in the region. 



True, not everyone thought that the 
50-year-old Pahlavi dynasty was the best 
news for Persia since Cyrus the Great but 
the opposition were a disparate lot: stud- 
ents who had graduated to the urban guer- 
rilla ranks of the Mujahideen-el- Khalq; 
tho old liberals of the National Front for- 
ever bleating on to the foreign press about 
the excesses of SAVAK, the omnipotent 
secret police which seemed to have an in- 
former in every tea shop: the bazaarees 
who rightly feared that their traditional 
place in the economy was being under- 
mined by the industries established under 
the Shah's White Revolution: 


The fallen Shah of Iran 


of South Tehran boasted refrigerators 
and TV sets. Schools and hospitals 
not have been coming quite as Iasi a 
Anthony would have liked b “i.. the ^ n)nil c 
coming and there were magnificent P 
for more of everything. And Tor 
who got out of line there was SAVA* 
the army. The Shall was probably the 
est autocrat alive. 


And then there was the niosque. An el- 
ement of the Shi’ite Muslim establish- 
ment that had never come to terms with 
the Pahlavis’ determination to drag Iran 
by Its beard in to the 20tb century. Reza 
Shah, the Shah's father who started adult 
life as a humble trooper in the Russian- 
officered Persian Cossacks, was a great 
admirer of his coeval Kama! AUaturk. 
Once he had finished bayonet stitching 
Iran's extraordinary ethnic mix together, 
he made It plain that he was not going to 
put up with any nonsense from the mull- 
ahs. His son grew up to share his con- 
tempt for what he termed ’black reac- 
tion* . 


Yet Sir Anthony did " ole ilfll 
developments. By mid- 1976. 
tion up to 30 per cent, a billion 
month in private capital was being ' .j 
ferred abroad. The national elec 
grid gave way under the strain of ine the 
ite Revolution and in South their 
poor were without power to wor* 
new gadgets. 

Then there were the absurdities ° ^ 
annual international cultural iw ^ 
Shiraz where half- naked actors sim . 


Shiraz where half- naked actors »»* . n()1 
rape on the pavements. They woul 

J e 1. n/i. n h<ieiar let alOfl= 


By the time Anthony Parsons became 
British ambassador to the Peacock Throne 
in 1974 It' seemed Inconceivable that the 
calls of ap elderly exile like Khomeini for 
a return to. the old ways could compete 
with what the Shah had to offer. The Pey* 
kan .cars were : rolling off • the 
assembly.:, -lines; even, the slums 

I..- . • . - • , : 


stand for it in Winchester J their 
raz, he told the Shah during o& e o 
regular chats at Niavaran Palace. ^ 

The Shah liberalised, then panicke ^ 

SAVAK thugs beat up 

clans. The army killed unti y\f\ r ^ n noear. 

ing and then the cracks started to PP® 

Sir Anthony’s book gives us sornei^ 
insights to these events but the ' kel s 
much evidence to justify the dust ^ 
claim that he was on close terms w 
Shah. Perhaps some of his toon m w 3| , 
log conversations are entombed °y 
years rule. . 


' * Many national and ethnic groups have 
been repressed, scattered, and made to i 
disappear, but during their prolonged j 
struggle with Zionism, the Palestinians . 
have formed themselves into a solid mass 
that will not disintegrate. Near the turn of ! 
the twenty- first century, we cannot ex- 
pect the enlightened world, cynical as it ] 
may be. to reconcile itself to the disappea- , 
ranee of the Palestinian nation.’' 


Israeli politics: The Sharon storm 


rnlTOR’S NOTE: Following Is the 
5, of an article published by New 
Volk Times. The author Is Anthony 

L s a regular contributor to the 
VcwYork Times who writes frequently 
oa the Middle East dispute. 

(wuoied Jerusalem — “Everybody 
Ln’l have to agree with us 'Shimon 
Peres said. “We only need to shift five or 
in per cent, and we arc confident of 
OB." 

Mr Peres is the man who would be 
mme minister of Israel if his Labour 
ilirnmenl picks up enough Knesset seats 
«6 the election on 23 July. For all his ex- 
pressed confidence, that is a big if. Isruc- 
hj of different political views agree that 
ibis is an extremely important election — 
uid an extremely hard one to forecast. 

Logically, it ought to be Labour's irn. 
Coalitions headed by the right wing kud 
bave been in power for seven years md 
the record is splotched with disasters I he 
self-inillcted wound of Ihe war in i -bs- 
non. 392 per cent inflation, growin so- 
cial tensions. But there are politics 
iors oulside the record, here as Isc- 
ftheie. 

One factor is the personality o Mr 
Peres. Surveys show widespread d ike 
for hint; even supporters call him ch in- 
to- in a way that is unfair. He is ri- 
ous. scrupulous, moderate. Bul can <un 
soliciting in charisma lead his pn to 
victory in the hurly-burly of Israeli ,it- 
in? 

There is about as little charisma . he 
wp of the government, Prime Mi. .ter 
Viizbalt Shamir has none of the fire his 
ptnkcessor, Menachem Begin. The w« 

trial Defence Minister, Moshe Are is 

rnerved to the point of seeming cold >s. 

Bat the tone of the campaign ma* well 
te jet by a man of very different ch uc- 
W: Ariel Sharon, who as defence r lis- 
ter Jed (he Invasion of Lebanon in I S2. 

nws wants to be a gentleman.' me 
pohliMl analyst said, “and so do Si mir 
™ wens. But Sharon won’t agree villi 
Hat Idea.” 

Ariel Sharon looked to be politically out 
"^Judicial commission on lh« Sn- 
niMShaiila massacres criticized him 


and he lost his job. But he has made a 
spectacular comeback in recent weeks 
challenging Mr Shamir for the parly lead- 
ership and winning 42 per cent of the 
centrul committee vote. 

The Sharon rise is alarming not only to 
supporters or Labour and smaller parties 
to its left. Mr Shamir and Mr Arens, like 



Ariel Sharon 

Mr Begin before them, are committed de- 
mocratics. Many in the Likud fear that Mr 
Sharon is not, that he sees himself as a 
man on n white horse. Aryeh Naor. a 
Begin disciple who was secretary of his 
cabinet, said the other day: 

“You have no idea who Sharon Is. what 
he is capable of, and what may happen if 
he takes over. For many, life won’t be 
worth living here.” 

Mr Sharon's political talent is his ability 
tq appeal to the discontented in Israeli so- 
ciety: Sephardic Jews, the poor, those 
who distrust all democratic politics. He is 
a huge man. a former general who shouts 
defiance at the world. 

To a bullying style he has lately added a 
martyr touch, using Lebanon to political 
advantage. With casualties still mounting 
there, Israelis might be expected to reseht 
the inventor of the disaster. Many do, bul 
not all. An opposition politician ex- 
plained: 


“People realize the war was a great 
failure. But emotionally some don’t want 
to admit it — don't want to admit that Is- 
rael was hurl by the policy of might makes 
right. So they say the only reason we 
failed is that Sharon was frustrated by the 
judges, Ihe Americans and so on." 

Mr Sharon’s political talent is his ability 
to appeal to the discontented in Israeli so- 
ciety: Sephardic Jews, the poor, those 
who distrust all democratic politics. He is 
a huge man, a former general who shouts 
defiance at the world. 

To a bullying style he has lately added a 
martyr touch, using Lebanon to political 
advantage. With casualties still mounting 
there, Israelis might be expected to resent 
(he inventor of the disaster. Many do, but 
not all. An opposition politician ex- 
plained: 

“People realize (he war was a great 
failure. But intentionally some don’t 
want lo admit it — don’t want to admit 
that Israel was hurt by the policy or might 
makes right. So they say the only reason 
we failed is that Sharon wus frustrated by 
the judges, the Americans and so on.” 

Shimon Peres said in an interview that 
Labour would emphasize economics in the 
campaign, “talk about the future,” avoid 
“polemics." Bul how will it do that if 
Ariel Sharon says that Labour would risk 
Israel's security by giving up occupied 
territory. 

In short, the future of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza is likely to be an 
emotional issue. King Hussein's rejection 
of early negotiations hurl Labour, which 
favours what it calls a “territorial com- 
promise” with Jordan. Mr Peres said it 
was still in Israel’s interest lo “prepare 
the psychological climate for negotia- 
tions” lest by absorbing 1 .3 million Arabs 
it becomes “a binationat state. ” 

Whatever happens with Jordan. Mr 
Peres said, a government he beaded 
would try to revive the Camp David idea 
of “autonomy". He said he would bring 
leading Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories into talks — such as mayors and 
former mayors — and work to involve 
Egypt again. He would negotiate on the 
late President Sadat's idea of starting au- 
tonomy in Gaza. 


Mondale, Jackson, Hart: Run for money 


. William Stable 

(ONS) - On the -cky 
X? he ?? mo cralfc Presidential mi- 
cnds on June 5 wi * lhe 
S® ? a P ri ? a 7 election — ther has 
thf 6i°ov5 stead Y ’actor: the eagern . of 
to th X con fanders, this week re ice'd 
ale' i ^ p J! 0Ve themselves ‘m for 
«(•'’ ^.PBable tools of ’special er- 
oig oil, big steel, the union 

are 5lil l al the heart the 
l Li Cal s y? lem - And In el- 
c«llvP^ whl . ch "'t 1 * witness tilt ost 
^mesKtenlial race in US histor Je- 

fladinj ® nd Republicans alike are 
ways around the 74 
thj»ir at ? cam P a >8 n finance r rm 

«H»r!S larged. 1 ”’'' 1 " 1 spendi ' ,n<f 

Hart and ss, 
fiul bainJ CaR/ornia to meet Ji eir 
taald Baa For achan ce to lake a ci at 
n November. He the 
f*lr El £ ra !L c musketeers will s .rge 
Vn thrnniH 8,d S mial P r *mary doll , to 
-1^°- Slate ‘ s crucial 345 He- 
Gj; fl » lar 8cst block in the n. .on. 

8 National Convi ition 
’toouncdd ClSC ° in JuIy ’ lhe victor ' H he 

L Ct| Warate: rican . s ^ or Hart’ heac mar- 
Nflvard ? B i VlUa ^eriookiug • 'nset 
!ls are niArini? 0 ^ rado se °a tor's si «teg- 
%'on . l? j? spend around s 1 . 5 
l? di a:mlhded 1 a campaign for this 
Some 80 per cent of 
r!° 9“ 30- second television 
On ih-i' ?- featarins Hollywood stars. 

of (°wn, in a high- 
^.Vl5 e L-p r ^^ d Santa Monica, the for- 
Uonii^i^ . n_.i_.atde nt’ s aides are worried. 




close to the federal limit of $24.2 million 
on primary campaign spending. 

’Gary Hart will outspend us two to one 
in California, ’ said a Mondale aide. If the 
victory were lo go to Hart on June 5, that 
could result in a deadlocked convention. 

Both Mondale and Hart, vying for the 
Mr. Squeaky- Clean title, swore last year 
lo reject special interest money from the 
political action committees l PACS) which 
have become a major way to funnel cor- 
porate and union funds to candidates. 
‘The lime has come.' said Mondale in his 
announcement speech, ‘to declare that 
the government of the United States is not 
up for sale. ’ 

Last week the Hdrt campaign caught 
Mondale cheating, accepting PAC money 
through the subterfuge of 125 co-called 
•delegate committees’ over which, he 
said, he had no control. Faced with 
repealed challenges from his rival. Mon- 
dale was forced to give the money back — 
about 5350,000. 

If money cannot buy the nomination or 
the White House, certainly neither comes 
cheap By the time all thi bills are in this 
year on all sides, a staggering S3 1 0 mill- 
ion will bave been spent. 

Where does the political money come 
from? Where does it go? 

All three Democratic insist 

thai they rely on computerised direct- mail 
• SSion small individual contribu- 
tions, fund-raising banquets, celebrity 
concerts and other chanty gimm.cks ihst 
can bring in as much as 5500,000 a snot. 

Mondale has thousands 

^po S P hSta 8 nhs f0 a«o h s S m ,he T ^of 

they gel out ihe union vote. 

‘•This Is the ileim.* e»lain^_ a -Hart 
:i Ride, 'Which has come tobe usedfor uoli , 
jaattd millions a «g corporation or a weal 


o pinion 


thy individual can give to state or national 
parlies. It would be illegal of given 
directly to a Presidential candidate, but in 
fact the cash goes to help his campaign. ’ 

The Democrats don't Intend to be 
caught napping in 1984. Democratic 
National Committee Chairman Michael 
Steed expects to raise up to $ 1 8 million in 
soft money for the final round against 
Reagan. 'We’re going for corporations 
and labour and people who can write big 
cheques.' he says. ‘Some donors think 
they've “maxed out" (reached the 
525,000 federal limit). "We teli them 
there is no “max out”. If you've gone to 
the limit federally, you can switch to non- 
- federal.’ 

How much Ihe Republicans will collect 
in soft money Is not clear. But in Califor- 
nia alone, says GOP spokesman John 
Meyers, the state parly plans an outlay of 
510 million on registration drives, absen- 
tee ballots and soft money moves lo help 
the Incumbent. The Reagan- Bush ma- 
chine has already collected the legal maxi- 
mum for pre- convention spending — S I 4 
million. To that will be added Si 0 million 
in federal matching funds. 

Although unopposed for the nomination 
at the Republican convention in Dallas 
next August, the President will spend the 
entire 524 million. His political strateg- 
ists, led by Richard Wjrthlin, whose com- 
puterised opinion polls detect every tre- 
mor in the heart of Middle America, are 
using the money tp lay the groundwork for 
the real fight, with Mondale or Hart, in 
the autumn. 

It may be some consolation to Demo- 
, era is that Harlhas captured much of Rea- 
gan’s old stamping ground, Hollywood. 
He has Warren BpaUy, 'Robert. Redford, 
singer Carole King and, a host of other 
showbiz celebrities in his corner, filling 
his campaign coffers' with the proceeds 
from dountless. benefit banquets and irock 
concerts!' . 


Reflections 
on literature 

IN LAST week’s column 1 lamented (he 
fact that Israel apparently realizes the 
importance of the printed word while 
wc Arabs, still do not show enough ap- 
preciation for writers and thinkers 
alike. I thought about this as I was 
reading the intelligent article on “Lit- 
erature and the Arab world” published 
in last week's issue of The Star by my 
colleague Mr. Henry Matar. 

Mr. Matar raises a number of impor- 
tant issues in his attempt to diagnose 
the causes of acidity and lifelcssncss of 
the Arab literary scene. Absurd imilu- 
lions or copying out of foreign pat- 
terns are according to Mr. Malar, 
among the primary causes of the stag- 
nation in modern Arabic literature. 
Only Dureid Lahham's dramas ( though 
I personally do not classify them as 
“literature") and Palestinian Resis- 
tance poetry are Ihe bright spots in an 
otherwise dismal situation. 

Mr. Matar also seems to suggest that 
art should always serve to upgrade so- 
cial standards and lo offer solutions lo 
pressing problems. He mocks Ihe 
school of '’Art for Art’s sake” be- 
cause it clearly does not fit the pur- 
poses of social realism. 

Although I see nothing wrong with 
. literature or art written Tor its own 
sake, and although I do not share my 
colleagues insistence on assigning so- 
cial roles for literary works, 1, none- 
theless, share his sense of frustration 
, at the sterility of our Arab literary si- 
tuation. 

Literature, like all other means of 
expression, flourishes where freedom 
and democracy are to be found. And 
since freedom of expression is a rarity 
I in most of our Arab countries, it foll- 
ows that the literary movement will be 
l strait jacketed and hindered. Freedom 
1 of expression is a pre- requisite for a 
! vital and flourishing literary situation. 

It is unfair, I believe, for us to go ' 
about blaming poets, dramatists, and 
novelists alone for the enervation of 
the literary situation. Literature In the 
Arab world will always be as healthy 
and free as the situation in (lie Arab 
world at large. 

1 am not suggesting, however, that 
literary people should wait idly until 
they are offered freedom on a silver 
plate. That is not going to happen. 
They, like everybody else in this wide 
Arab world, should work hard in order 
lo get and give their compatriots ■ the 
freedom they all aspire to achieve. 
Only then can we expect to see a true 
and flourishing Arab literature. 

There is still a lot that writers and 
critics can do to achieve belter stan- 
dards in all literary forms. Writers 
should curb down this feverish urge to 
publish, a quality that characterizes 
the present state of Arabic literature. 

Many writers, especially younger 
ones, arc not able to resist the lempla- : 
tion of seeing their names in print. 
They, therefore, rush to the printing 
houses which are often run by profit- ' 
minded businessmen who know almost 
nothing about art. The result is, of 
course, catastrophic for everyone 
concerned, including the reader. 
Young writers are therefore encou- 
raged Lo let their woirjts of art “brew" 
Tor sometime, aqd to seek the learned 
opinion of mere experienced writers.. 

Literary- criticism in the Arab world 
is also to blame for the miserable state 
of Arabic literature. . . 
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Jordan’s secretaries file their complaints 


SECRETARIES — are they a business asset or the boss’ 9 plaything? The secretaries 
feel very strongly that with their education and training they should be the former. 
But when Star reporter Hi yam Asakrleb spoke to a number of secretaries this week 
she found them angry and disillusioned at the way they are treated in the nation’ s 
offices. 


One university graduated secretary 
told The Star that she has plenty to 
complain about. First she said, there 
is no proper classification for secreta- 
ries and thus they are not duly appre- 
ciated. Any typist or even telephonist 
can be called a secretary along with 
an executive secretary who shoulders 
more than half of the company’s du- 
ties. Secondly, a secretary's duties 
are not usually specified, and her 
work can even include making the tea 
and coffee. This also means that any 
mistakes can be blamed on the secret- 
ary. Inspite of this secretaries have 
narrow chances for promotion, and 
although good secretaries are an asset 
Tor any business. 

Another secretary complained about be- 
ing asked to make the Lea and coffee, “If 
ami to make coffee or tea I would rather 
do that at my home, my father would pay 
me more than the company does. She also 
complained about being asked to buy cur- 
tains, carpets and other items for the 
boss's home, “As if I have studied secre- 
tarial work to fulfil his home needs' ' , she 
said.. 

Prestige 

One girl complained that Her boss some- 
times comes in without saying hello, 
when she complained to him about that he 
said * ' what is wrong with that, I some- 
times do not say hello to my wife when 
entering home". She said that a boss 
should be well aware that a secretary is 
not his wife or his maid. 

Another active secretary seemed dissa- 
tisfied with her job because she has noth- 
ing important to do. “1 feel I am only 
here for prestige, or maybe for the boss to 
have someone to shout on when getting 
angry”, she said. 

One highly educated secretary, working 
in a private company, complained about 
the large gap between her educational 
level and that of her boss. She said that 
his main asset was his money and that in- 
vented problems and complications just to 
prove thal he is the boss. 

Many secretaries complained about 
interference' by the boss in their personal 
affairs including listening in to their tele- 


phone calls and sometimes opening their 
personal letters. 

But the most consistent difficulties that 
secretaries face seem to come from trying 
to establish a satisfactory working and so- 
cial relationship with their boss. As one 
girl said ‘ ‘ we Arabs seem still to be unable 
to regard women as just workers rather 
than mere females." She said thal she 
had once applied for a job in a private 
company and the manager told her that he 
would have assigned her if she was not so 
beautiful. 11c said he was afraid that her 
beauty could affect him or his employees. 

Trustworthy 

A foreign secretary said that she had 
heard (hat she would find Arabs polite, 
and trustworthy people. * 1 But with my ex- 
perience of bosses I found this was not 
true. In my country if a manager feels at- 
tracted to his secretary he will tell her 
that directly without playing tricks, and if 
he is not met with approval he will not 
dismiss her as business is business," she 
said. 

Another secretary told an interesting 
story about advertisements for secreta- 
ries, “Those advertisements do not al- 
ways mean there is a real need for a se- 
cretary. K can be just a means for the 
boss to pass a pleasant time with large 
number of girls. ” She said her boss conti- 
nued advertising and interviewing appli- 
cants even after she was assigned. He 
interviewed more than 40 girls spending 
more than one hour wijh each and giving 
each of them the impression that she 
would be assigned. 

One girl said that her troubles began on 
her first day at work. She said ’ 1 my boss 
offered to drive me home, on the way he 
suggested that I become his girl friend, 
when I refused and said I would leave the 
job, he said: No, stay as a secretary only, 
1 am not loo concerned about you as I 
have a lot of girl friends and they are 
much more beautiful than you. But, he 
continued, think about it and maybe you 
will change your mind if you know that I 
can offer you a car and an appartment. 
After one week when he had received no 
reply he offered again then I left the job 
without giving notice". One, now jobless 
secretary , said that immediately her boss 
found out that her father is dead,* he in- 
vited her to travel to Europe with him. He 
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4 We're very impressed with you* re l SO wpm S [■ 
typing but what we are ready interested in is whatimjj 
you do with your evenings 


also offered to make her manager of a 
factory he owns although he knew she 
was not qualified for the job. She says “I 
left the job without even discussing the 
matter with him. in future 1 intend to 
work with foreign companies”. 

The same idea seems to prevail among 
other secretaries who said that if (heir 
English language was better they would 
prefer to work with foreigners who. they 
feel, understand a secretary's job better 
and know well how to deal with secreta- 
ries. 

Domestic 

Other problems include attempts by the 
boss to involve them in their domestic 
troubles and boss’s wives who interfere, 
make personal comments and constantly 
harbour suspicions about their husband's 
relationships with their secretaries. 

Many Secretaries working in banks 
complained about not being able to win 
the trust or friendship of other employees 
because they are regarded as the manag- 
er’s spies. On the other hand, others 
Complained of being asked to be so by the 
manager. 

The secretaries did admit that some 
girls are good sources for other secreta- 
ries' troubles. They said these girls exag- 


gerate their dressing and make up so ihit 
they look more like coquettes than secre- 
taries and they are willing to exchange 
their dignity for any amount of money or 
extra privileges. They do this at the cost 
of the comfort of secretaries who disdain 
such behaviour. As one girl said tartly. “I 
can see that some bosses need two secre- 
taries, one for pleasure and another for 
business. But (he great problem is when 
the boss find one for both, then we wor- 
kers will be useless". 

One very disconted girl said that she be- 
lieves a secretary’s job is the worst job 
that a girl can have in Jordan especially if 
she is a straight person. "1 would not w- 
vise any good girl to be a secretary, and if 
it happened that my sister or daughter 
showed an interest in this work I wpuM 
never permit her even if she stayed jot^ 
less for life. " , 

But o more optimistic secretary offered 
a modest proposal which may holp to soiy 
these myriad problems she said " it is 
■air that we study several courses on do 
to deal with managers and how to be 
fui to them, while no body suggests m 
managers should also be studying 
learning how to deal with us. Such J “ 
could contribute greatly to peace beiv. 
secretaries and bosses" she said. 


Children take the lead in tackling their problems 


By Sawsan Musallam 

Special to The Star 
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THE CHILDREN of the Hai Nazzal 
district were given a chance to dls- 
cuss their problems and those of their 
neighbourhood with government rep- 
resentatives at a recent seminar at 
the Hai Nazzal community centre. 

Centre director Firyal Saleh told The 
Star that it was the first time the children 
had examined the problems facing their 
community tberaselves and then discussed 
them with those in authority. 

Prior to the seminar, forty children 
from .the centre conducted a study in 
which they interviewed 6 SO residents of 
their' neighbourhood and asked their opi- 
nions on a- variety of subjects.: 

They then presented their findings at 
the seminar and discussed them with rep- 
resentatives from Jordan Television* gov- 
ernment ministries, local schools and so 
forth. 

Television 

One area where residents, both Adults 
and children* expressed considerable dis- 
satisfaction was with television program- 
mes for children and the children’s pages 
in the dally newspapers. j 

Children at the seminar expressed a 
wish for more programmes especially on: 


20 THf JERUSALEM STAR 


painting, music and sport. They also fell 
that the programmes already offered were 
not of high enough quality. 

In response, the head of the children’s 
programmes department at Jordan Televi- 
sion, Margo Mqiatjilian explained that the 
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Station does not have the technical facili- 
ties to make the sort of programmes the 
children want. ... 1 . 

; HaiNazZal resident Um Mahdi Al- Ud-' 
wanicomplaJned that children’ stele vision 


programmes do not have sufficient mean- 
ing. Minister of Information Laila Sharaf 
suggested that not all programmes have to 
be serious or meaningful. Entertainment 
for its own sake is also a worthwhile pur- 
pose Tor a programme, she said. 

Reading 

The seminar also tackled children’s 
problems at school. According to the chil- 
dren’s study many parents complained 
that their children’s teachers beat them at 
school. 

Another common problem is that many 
children are poor readers. Some said they 
bated reading, others explained that their 
parents are illiterate and also consider 
that book prices are too high and so they 
do not encourage them to read. 

Some parents felt that their children 
were poor readers because the schools do 
not concentrate sufficiently on developing 
reading skills, 

, Zuhiia Abu Aflfeh, a school headmis- 
tress in the area said that she believed 
that the mam cause of children’s poor 
reading is health and family problems 
which prevent them from concentrating 
; property on their work. . - ■ 
v " Shortages 

*. Health problems also came discussion 
Residents complained about the many 
shortages from which they suffer. They 
said their area |lacks health centres. 


mother and child centres, doc l ® rs 
pharmacies. A shortage of good dram s 
and garbage containers and irregular g 
age collection were other problems ms i 
tioned. > 

But. some responsibility does res 1 "j . 
residents they said. People thro * \ 
water in the streets or keep too manyy" 
and this causes problems. 

Altogether, the seminar left 
leras *untackled. When the more P 
issues of television, education ■*» “ i 
had been examined, participants 
their attention to family problems. 

Topics included the effects of JSjjLoi 
disputes on their children, restriction’ 
girls, including their early re® 0 , ^ 
school, and the growing problem 
ing among young children. v ^ [dren oc 
gestions Were given to the child “ 
how they might strengthen their r 
ship with their parents- 

Ms- Saleh said the seminar 
yery fruitful as the officials prese » 
shown themselves to be 
ested in the children’s problems 
Concerned to help solve them. : 

: She said the Hai Nazzal centre eoc^ 
raged the children to carry oof Tne ? j 
and take part in the seminar 
followed Dr. : Sari NasefV P[S„ S 
.’Social reform begins with chilare 
children must learn to play an active 
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The cultures meet in a Pella tomb 


By Vanessa Batrounl 

Special !■> The Star 


ARTISTIC CHRONICLER Ali Jabri 
lakes us on an imaginative and educa- 
te “earth travel” in his current ex- 
hibition at the British Council on the 
Pella dig. 

With a sense of an “Aristotelian unity 
(fiime and place” he recreates in a sier- 
dt British Council room the excitement, 
^activity and atmosphere of the cxcavn- 
iioaof Tomb 62. 

For some months he was dig ‘ ‘ groupy' ’ 
loaieamof expert Australian archaeolog- 
ies and in a "mimetic process of invita- 
tion" catalogued their expedition through 
from the division of the spoils, the labori- 
ous clearing processes and piecing toge- 
ther of the vessels to the restored trea- 
sures as they will appear in the museums. 

He sets the stage for his ‘tomb’exhibi- 
lion ai the door with 'the sign' saying 
Read closed, Road to Hamnin ( Bedouin 
Arabic for Hoisprings) which locates us in 
the excavation area. From the door wrap- 
ped in 'tomb' colour paper we walk into 
our Aladdin's cave with its lowered ceil- 
ing and brown walls to rediscover with 
him the artifacts of an undent civilisation 
and to see how it fares when handled by 
twentieth century man. 

The exhibition though conventionally 
tag is immediately an experience. We 
are constantly aware of the presence of 
ib( archaeologists from their box of 
mtasuring sticks that dominate the room 
toihcir tools and goofers in the pictures. 

Nowhere is (his rendevous between two 
dHTerenl cultures and civilisation so ex- 
pKsiively evolved as in ’Still Life ut the 
Kg House' where a plastic (Juntas flying 
ta# lies alongside a chnlcolithic pot: nor 
w insensivity of our age niude so ttp- 
Nentas in ‘First tableau from division I' 
* ‘Second tableau from Division 1* 
were in paper relief Ali recreates the 
OKkcd and cluttered profusion of a tren- 
nre trove thoughtlessly to be bargained 
l wy. And in ‘Twin Jugs' ceramic ge- 


mini, victims of the division which ware 
heartlessly separated while our depart- 
mentalising age records and labels its 
finds in neat index columns in a pile of 
books (During the Division). 

Outside this ‘ivory tower* Ali Jabri re- 
minds us of the timeless land that moth- 
ers these buried civilisation. 

In 1 Pastorals', and The Hot Spring sket- 
ches 'Moon over Ruins’ and ‘The River 
Jordan* . the sheep and goal herds that 
graze peacefully the gentle filiations of 
the landscape, the twilights and higher 
skies speak of the eternal natural rhythms 
that silently accompany over futile but 
necessary activity. 

Throughout the exhibition our eye is fo- 
cused on detail — ‘Beatrices label 'Beads 
and Toggle Pins', ‘The Registration Card* 
and (hen drawn away lobrouseon 8 village 
scene, a landscape or the smiling face of 
an Arab tribesman. 

This full and comprehensive coverage 
of the dig. so well balanced both, records 
and comments. It is a unique talent that 
c:m exhibit pictures in such a literary 
way. 

The scenes, characters and events of a 
good story are all here in paint. An illu- 
sionury dimension of ‘being there' is 
created by the emblamatic jpmb which 
even has an exhibition ‘crevice' into 
which two people can barely squeeze, are 
sketches, as scratchy as cave graffiti, of 
the excavators at work. 

On another level (he artist himself takes 
purl in this drama, drawing sometimes 
with the precise eye of an archaeologist, 
sometimes ns philosopher or spilling him- 
self into the nurrativc with written com- 
ments. 

An exciting and creative exhibition, 
this one shouldn’t be missed for we may 
have to wnil a while for Ali’s next project 
which he foresees ns » three dimensional 
portrayal of ‘ Arab culture’ captived as ' ‘ it 
crashes Into global standardisation". 
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* successful debut 


1 FIRST symphony orches- 

3S?. e ll f d ebut at the Royal Cuitu- 
kouto aS ast Friday playing to a full 
and enthusiastic audience. 

founder Egyptian born 
X s ?A Awad worked ^ several 
Wt'c p. P ro 8ramme's three pieces 
-SymphoiiieUa, Hadyn’s Toy 

and orchestra** ° Wn ^ antas ' a f° r oud 

jbjetor Seid who studied violin and con- 
tort, rJI. Russ,a and has headed the 
N'J svmn^ rvaioire and conducted Cai- 
it very orc beslra for many years 

viled tai£L r, ^ ccd in his field. When in- 
{fJ ity he i» staff of Yarmouk Univ- 
WthinoT ,1C ? lale,y scl aboul creating 

u C|lvmnJ° Und lackin » httre “ a 

, symphony orchestra. 

; iferetd ui °f instrumentalists he was 
; are Kiiii n ^ en i rate on str *ngs which he 
ls c<i mMi«r rt lna r d vH uai c' and his orchestra 
first, second and third 
' • . “Ho* a °d a double bass 

. non *exisieht supply of mu- 
' lpr ®We'm a! , bus also proved to be 
'■ limited t ^ a * rehearsal time which 
' : Jtan lrhiri° -*i r - v Friday alternating be- 
.’"he i. Ami|| art Hu: despite 

ariri^ 5 -tbu orchestra wa:. well 
i^^SeidV „ 0 ‘ : PWcular delight was 
> 3 Andalhbi n C '^ n ^antasi4. wit h Ls magi- 
' l hai combined 

-an* iu-ij Viabiv 

•. 1 ^ rn jY: ^ S* ; , nt i e ** ■!.’.; at wo., 

1 i\v ' iie >uunfi 

^’bestre wa:. oyer come 
J* 1 **;. ihsiriinwiii: arm 
; *be'oud. i s improvi- 


sors instrument on Arabic scales, it 
fulfilled beautifully its ‘lute’ character in 
playing rotated western passages. 

The fantasia — the dream, not only 
seeks out the possibilities and limitations 
of the sound as an instrument but also 
develops musical phrases and rescusitates 
melody from Us modern impasse of being 
undernourished. 

And what does the future hold for Jor- 
dan's embryonic -orchestra? Doctor beta 
hopes to complete the string sector, which 
he savs will take another year, before ad- 
ding other instruments, brass, wind ana 
timpani. 

He is also trying to convince the gov- 
ernment that it must fund a state orches- 
tra before any real progress can be 
achieved. A stale orchestra would not 
only be able to play ut official functions 
and the Jcrash festival but would also 
serve as a goal for the B. A. music gra- 
duates who are now coming out of our un- 
iversities (V.B.) 


THE SPANISH EMBASSY ls springing 
two delightful surprises on Amman au- 
diences this week* the first a recital by 
a noted planlsl, the second two perfor- 
mances by a Flamenco dancer. 

The pianist, Antonio Baciero, will be 
appearing at the Royal Cultural Centre 
on Tuesday 22 May. 

Bacicro was born In 1936, began 
studying music at seven and gave his 
first recital at the age of ten. 
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Antonio Baciero 


Since he began hU International 
career in 1961 he has built a special 
reputation with his playing of enrly 
Spanish music, and particularly of the 
work of Sixteenth Century composer 
Antonio de Cahezoii. His recordings 6f 
Cabe/on's complete works, using his- 
toric Spanish organ:;, cembalos, 
Spinets and ciavicords, have been 
widely praised. ... 


Baciero Is also an active musicologist 
and has published widely on Spanish 
keyboard music. 

*Axt Incomparable artist 1 

On Friday 25 and Saturday 26 May, 
the stage at the Royal Cultural Centre 
will resound to the rhythms of Flamen- 
co dancer Carmen Cublllo. 

CubtUo, has* In fact, a very broad 
background in dance. She graduated 
from Madrid's Royal high school for 
actlng and dance, lias studied ballet 
and is qualified as a teacher of Spanish 
folkdance. 

Cublllo has taken part in many dance 
festivals winning high applause for her 
skills. At one French festival she was 
said to have stolen the limelight from 
large spectacular folk groups which 
made up the bulk of the participants. 
One critic described her performance 
as ’one hour .under the spell of an in- 
comparable artist.' Another has de- 
scribed her as mistress of a perfect 
technique and an artist who verj 
quickly captures her audiences with her 
authenticity and vitality. 

Critics have been particularly Im- 
pressed with her ability to preset:: 
Flamenco dancing successfully on the 
concert sLagc. As they point out, 
Flamenco was originally very much ;i 
family or ’tribal' dance. It wasonlv i i* 
the nineteenth century that It made ih 
transition to the cabaret and later to 
the theatre, which can be an alien amt 
impersonal setting for such a passion- 
ate and personal dance form. 

The friendly intimacy of the HfC 
may well provide Culiilic with u mnV- 
sut table ambience than she Is used 
the . large European theatre*, am’, 
should add greatly In her per forma net. 
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Impressions of the land of Kelly green fhe circle of giving 

Special u> I he Star grow by aboul half a mile each year. Trill- Behind the castle is Bunraliy Village, a of young Irish rebels shnt hv n,„ n... . 


THE PUNGENT smell of peat fires, 
smoke curling lazily over the thatched 
cottages, the green, green rolling hill- 
sides and brown peat bogs, the for- 
ests, mosses and lichens, the profu- 
sion of fuchsia hedges, and the pink 
and blue of the giant hydrangeas... 
all this and the leprechauns too, make 
up the Emerald Isle, the legendary 
land of Irish kings. 

Eire, poetically Erin, the Republic of 
Ireland boasts a history ranging from trag- 
edy to triumph. An industrious country, a 
people who have suffered under foreign 
rule, who fought for their freedom and 
vyon their independence. A country which 
lost one million of its inhabitants in the 
famine of 1846-1X51, and another mill- 
ion to emigration is now. a prosperous, 
beautiful, well-organized and healthy 
member of the European Economic Com- 
munity. 

It is a country to fall in love with its 
symbol is a golden harp on an azure field 
and the harp is still the basis of the lilting 
tunes of Irish folk music. True, it is a 
green country, and green has always been 
thought of hs the colour of St. Patrick, the 
patron saint of Ireland. In fact turqoisc 
was the colour favoured by this saint who 
banished snakes from Erin. 

Phoenicians 

And what of the people? The warm, 
joiiy singing Irish we know today first ap- 
peared as a mesolithic food- gathering 
and hunting people about 7,000 BC. From 
the earliest times, they have traded with 
distant lands, exporting flint and axes in 
the stone age, gold In the bronze age, and 
tin to the Phoenicians. Christianity came 
to Ireland from England in the fifth cen- 
tury AD, and Irish missionaries soon went 
out into the world, putting their country 
in contact with other cultures. They 
committed the oral literature of the Irish 
Celts to writing, and produced such, beau- 
tifully illuminated works as the Book of 
Kells, a 9th Century, manuscript /of the 
four gospels, now on display in the Long 
Room of the Trinity College LibrarO in Du- 
blin. r 


grow by aboul hair a mile each year. Trin- 
ity College itself the only college of Dublin 
University, was founded in 1591., and 
now has 5,300 full-time students. It has 
one of the world's best-known medical 
schools. 

Seafood 

And if you’ve never eaten fresh mack- 
erel for breakfast, or gorged yourself on 
Dublin prawns, clams, and specially fresh 


Behind the castle is Bunraliy Village, a 
model Irish village built to show the old 
Irish way of life. A variety of cottages, 
from a simple fisherman's to a well-to-do 
businessman's, with shops, including a 
bakery serving freshly-baked bread and 
butler to visitors, and a weaving shop 
with hand- loomed tweeds and knitted 
Aran sweaters give visitors. 

And what of the place-names? “ In Du- 
blin's fair city, where the girls are so 
pretty..." only a song you say. but ac- 



The shelves of the library. whjch con- 
tains over two and a half, million volumes. 


Ireland: a country to fall (n love with 

poached or smoked salmon, then you 
haven't eaten. You could live on fresh 
country bread and butter alone, particu- 
larly if you wash it down with mead. Mead 
is a wonderful brew of honey, fermented 
grape juice, water matured spirits and a 
selection of herbs. 

To really enjoy mead, you must attend 
ihe medieval banquet at Bunratty Castle, 
between Limerick and Shannon. A beauti- 
fully restored castle, with original fur- 
nishings, it provides the tourists with a 
real atmosphere of an Irish castle, to the 
background pf authentic Irish music sung 
by local girls in medieval costumes. A 
banquet off spare- rite and other deli- 
ciously spiced foods is served on wooden 
platters in a very untourist-like atmos- 
phere. ! ' 


tually true. Dublin, with its cobbled 
streets and ancient buildings, and Howth. 
on Dublin Bay. where sailing regattas take 
place, and an old pub serving the most 
delicious clams in the world, and offering 
the Abbey Tavern Singers, with their tra- 
ditional and modern songs, ranging from 
*' Cockles and Mussels" to '* Henry Joy" 
and ending with the emotional and nation- 
alistic * ' A Nation Once Again. ' ' 

And talking of music, those of you who 
savoured Bing Crosby's style will recog- 
nize his words as you drive along from 
county to Irish county. Cork. Limerick. 
Connemara. Donegal... Names most of us 
know, but places very few have seen. 
Athlone. on the River Shannon, where 
the museum curator tells you she has vi- 
sited Jerusalem as she shows you photos 


or young Irish rebels shot by the BriM 
or early pictures of Ireland's rirsiT 
sident or the Republic, Eamon dc Valera 

Goiway, and the famous Galway 
Clifden. a serene beautiful little tow 
even in the rain; and Achill Island , 
breeding area for seals; keem Strand i 
clean, white stretch or sand on which;* 
long to lie, except the cold prevents £ 
And then you pass through Bangor if Z. 
know the song. . . and Sligo, a ghost cm 
on a Sunday. But a few miles outside in 
cemelry, you suddenly come upon ik. 
grave of William Butler Yeats. 

Industry 

But (his dreamy country is not all his- 
tory. legend and reminescences. It is i 
modern, highly industrialized country’ 
with a thriving agricultural communiir 
Over hair the value of agricultural produc- 
lion is exported, together with other pro 
ducts such as textiles. Waterford cryiial, 
fish products, and of course, dairy pn> 
ducts. 

But it is also a country ol services 
Trainees go to Ireland for airplane main 
tenance. agriculture and various indus- 
tries. 

Not only live beef and dairy calUearc 
exported, but also the famous Irish ract 
horses. The Millstreet internatioju! 
Horse Show is held every year in August 
and is one of the best known jumpiij 
shows in Ireland. Last year, and for thr 
first lime, and Arab team participated iri 
“acquitted themselves well for such a re- 
latively new country in show jumping ind 
were made very welcome." said EllaSbi- 
nahan in the Irish Times of Monday. Ai- 
gusl 22, 1983. 

Seeing is believing, and Ireland is wo/ih, 
seeing. It is a place where you can forgn 
your everyday worries and really enjoy 
yourself. A place where people accept you 
without hesitation; they never even lit 
you where you come from, unless you 
bring up the subject. A restful place, will 
its quiet villages and tides ebbing to leave 
miles of glistening sands. Old caslki 
rented for the summer, and mansions 
turned into luxury hotels. 

History, archaeology, science, lilej* 
ture and art are crowded together. W 
how can you describe it all. - • UDlc “ 
you've kissed the Blarney Stone? 


. . . and Kerrygold 


By Ersllia Moreno 

Special to The Slur 

Fruflch-hom Muriel Musallcm is 
„ of the most active women in 
iV The 2 9- year- old mother 
fiftO (with one on the way), 
, k0 teaches World History and 
iVocraphy at the French School, 
president of the French Ladies 
He She also visits the 
join's penitentiary, and eol- 
US cd clothing to distribute 
23008 the needy. 

fle met her husband while 
studying civil law at Ihe Univers- 
al of Bordeaux. He arranged for 
nmall group excursion to Jor- 
jjb 7 years ago. and she came 
jjong. When they returned to 
twice she bad no ideu that 
,y'd marry him and settle down 
krt. But after she had finished 
hi degree and he had finished 
tu in economy 4 \/2 years ago. 
hi] decided to give it a try. 

The initial two years for a 
KKomer to Jordan are the most 
difficult and tiring. There are 
uny traditions and cultural dif- 
ferences that you have to adjust 
». After those two years, you 
«u!e down and enjoy, she told 
Hk Star. Madame Musallem is 
iny happy and plans on remain- 
ingbexe in the future. (Though 
ste does manage a yearly (rip to 
fnnee.) 

Tbe French Ladies Circle wus 
formed hack in February 1983 
tolly to reach out to newly 
tod French women and help 
fcra adapt to the Jordanian 
lilciljrle. The 40 women in Ihe 
wocialion not only gHthcr to 
row their grievances and give 
uni support to each other, but 
ttty have become just as active 
« the other cultural ladies orga- 
ns in aiding the area's 
turitablo institutions. 

Wore she becumc president 
r! >’ ear ' Madame Musailem 
«£P°«lblc for charitable 
“wtids for the charities. She 
Jn IZe i? . u ? od clothing drives 

nkii!°T? n . t0 for 1‘und 
(2. clo,h *ng is given to 

<Wges as ns nce(jy fa 



Mrs Musallem with sons Noel, three years and a half, 
and Yazanne- Pierre, one year and a half. 


inilies and institutions. She 
would like to have the circle be- 
come better known in Ammnn so 
that if an institution needs help, 
they will go to them for assis- 
tance. 

The circle is also planning to 
give a scholarship to a blind girl 
who wants to study physiother- 
apy They also want to raise 
money to give to a nursing 
home. 

How are they going to accom- 
plish this? Hopefully with Ihe 
proceeds from their bazaar to be 
held Friday. 16 May from I I am 
until 6 pm at the French ambass- 
ador's residence between Ihe 3rd 
and 4lh circles. 


Beautiful handicrafts, tasty 
French foods, and fine perfumes 
will be available for sale. Com- 
puter games sponsored by the 
Freneh Cultural Centre and 
games Tor children will be among 
the activities. A folkloric group 
and flute recital will be the 
entertainment. It should be a 
very inu’-csting and well- 
organized »■ cnt. 

At the lime being all her free 
time is absorbed in organizing 
the ba/.aur with the other ladies, 
but once it's over, she' II be able 
to pursue some of her other 
interests in reading and attend- 
ing art exhibitions; as well as her 
favourite pastime — being with 
her family. 


IN IRELAND in 1981. 64,626 sup- 
pliers produced S2Q million gallons of 
milk from 1,268,613 creamery 
cows. .Quite a lot of figures at one go, 
but this Is the true situation of Ire- 
land’s famous dairy industry, the 
country's largest foreign exchange 
earner. 

All of us have eaten and liked Irish 
dairy products, butter, cheese, cream and 
so on most or it bore the name of KERRY 
GOLD, the brand name of Ireland's dairy 
exports. 

=. The Irish. Dairy Board (An Bainne) is a 
semi- governmental body and is the cen- 
tral marketing organisation of the Irish 
- dairy industry with has overall responsi- 
bility for dairy exports, it started out as a 
state enterprise, but in 1972 became a 
farmers' co-operative. It is now Ireland's 
largest business organisation. 

One of the six largest dairy plants pro- 
cessing Irish dairy products for export is 
Golden Vale Creamers, situated in the pi- 
cturesque; town of Charieville in County 
Cork. 6,500 suppliers- cum- shareholders 
bring in 86 million gallons (400 milllqn 
litres), annually to manufacture 1 4, 00$ 
tonnes of butter. 5.500 tonnes of cheese 
and 45,000 tonnes of milk powder in au- 
dition to locally a retailed three million 
gallons ( 1 4 million litres) of milk. 

Impressive numbers, but more impress- . 
ive still Is the spotlessly clean and bygenic 
plant, where quality controi is stringent. 
This plant, being a co-operative also pro- 
vides input materials for the farmers;; ii* 
the form of animal feed, produced at 5a\ 
special plant. It includes feed for both: 
dairy and beef, cows, pigs and pb.ultjry.: : ; 


But that is not the only service provided 
for the farmers. A veterinary surgeon 
checks their animals for disease weekly, 
while the milk is tested upon arrival at the 
collection area. 

Process 

Visitors to the factory are taken on 
tour and production pianager John Glee- 
soil explains the procedures. 

Upon its arrival, the milk is agitated to 
gel a good distribution of fat for testing. 
The milk is then cooled down to five de- 
grees centigrade for storage. From the 
storage area it goes to the separation de- 
partment. or gantry, where it is separated 
Into cream and skim milk, most of which 
is dried into powder in giant vats. All milk 
coming to the plant is processed within 24 
hours. 

The fully computerized automated plant 
also pasteurizes the cream, chills it down, 
and holds it for the next day to make but- 
ter. What Glccson calls “the glorified 
mixer”, or .beater,: crystaljzes the fat into 
a semi- solid state, and the golden line of 
butter passes out of the machine in an ap- 
petizing chunk. You wish to dip your fin- 
ger in to taste but for fear of Gleeson's 
watchful eye. It is automatically packed 
into the usual foil packages, then into car- 
tons. 

The dried skim milk goes into 25 kilo- 
gramme paper bags for export (olfacto- 
ries. It originally goes froth; the separation 
area.' into silos and three’ evaporating 
plants producing 1.6 tonfie's of powder per 
hour. Natural fat ia removed and replaced 
With a mixture of vegetable j and animal 
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Jerry Maynes of the Irish Dairy Board and 
Bunratty Castle 

fats to produce animal feeds such as 
calf- starters and lamb feed. 

Heart 

“The heart of the organization”, ac- 
cording to Gleeson, is a conical dryer 
where the concentrated milk is pumped 
into a high-speed atomizer which removes 
the moisture and dr yes the milk into pon- 
der with air heated tp 22 0 degrees 1 centi- 
grade. •' : ] 

A: variety' of natural 'and'. processed 
cheeses, are also; produced, at Golden Vale, 
One. delicious cheese produced originally 
for the American market is (he “Blar*- 
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• Make pancake mixture: Mix Hie IhMir, mi Ik. eggs and a pinch or suit 

• Mix until '.month then leavc.tor half an hour 

• Sullen finely chopped onion in oil 

• Brown heel' 

• Drain off execs* I'm nnd season well 

• For each pancake, in a cup mix iwoiahlespoons moai mixture with 75 
mi pancake mixture 

• Four onto a lightly greased pancake pan 

• Cook until crisp, (urn and cook .second side 

• Keep pancakes warm while- cooking ihe rest of Ihe mixture 


journalist Leila Deeb enjoy th* deHlW, 
' ney." It is a round wheel of 

cheese, waxed and packaged. 


aroni mince 


S&udt Arabia ana joraan. “7“.“ 
like to create a franchise in Jo ^ 
it is at present selling P° wde a “ 
bulk to the Jordan dairy company ^ 
istlng on the technical side oi ^ 
: The ingredients for • necobstituteo^ 
or UHT are water, skim 
fat, most of which ira £^ r a ,d u [5^ 
land. But the Irish Dairy 
forward (p greater co-operal jp> » 
dan in the export of whole mi£ 
dlents for processing cheese h« : 
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Method 


• Cook Ihe macaroni and drain well 

• Soften finely chopped onion in oil 

. » Brown meat and drain off excess Hal • • 

• Add chopped green pepper, sliced mushrooms, crushed garlic, ciy- 

tune, *ali and pepper 

• Mjv well and lurn into a baking dish 

•.Add Ihe cooked macaroni and mix thoroughly 
■ Covir w ith while sauce, scatter cheese on top 

; d Bake in oven. 170 C. 325 F gas, uncovered, for one hour- 

• Ahy pBsnlis'Suitable for iliis dish, •, 
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Getting to where 
you’re going 

Some of us have cars and others don’t . llul the perennial 
pedes train does have (lie public transport system to rely on 
to gel from here to there. Buses and services arc less costly 
alternatives to the ever-present taxi with its meter that licks 
like a clock and their numbers and frequency or appeurancc 
are increasing. So arc the multitude of lines that they run on 
to bring the commuter fairly close to his destination. 

What is now needed is a map oT some sort to show us just 
how many service lines arc available and where they run and 
another diagramme for buses. . .or a combined map with red 
lines for services and blue for buses, that could be updated 
as new facilities arc added. This would be a great help for 
newcomers Lo Jordan and even for those who live in outlying 
towns and villages and don’t come Lo Amman on a regular 
basis. It would save them from having to ask half a dozen 
people on the pavement the directions to where they want to 
go. 

And then sheltered sLops arc another improvement on the 
old method of standing by the side of the street and waving 
your hand as you saw a transport vehicle approaching. This 
way you are protected from the rain in the winter and the 
withering rays of the sun in the summer. Some stops even 
have benches now so that passengers can rest their feet 
while waiting. 

The wail isn’t as long as it used lo be even though the 
buses and services don' L seem to abide by a strict timetable. 

In Ihe distant past, a person could stand for an hour or more 
without hope of seeing the bus. These vehicles ran accord- 
ing to the whim of the driver then. And if he was out at the 
end of the line drinking lea with his friends in a cafe, then 
you might not see him for an even longer time. 

Of course, when he did show up it was H different story 
for there was hardly any more obliging person than the 
Jordanian bus driver of long ago. After you had mounted the 
bus and made your way down the aisle, crunchly strewn with 
watermelon seed shells to your seat and ropnd the spot on il 
where the springs weren't sprung too much, one of the 
other passengers would call out to the driver. “Do you 
mind, brother, iT you could stop at the next greengrocer’s. I 
have to buy a kilo of tomatoes before I get home.” 

"Done,” the coachman would reply, his vehicle chug- 
ging down the road until it reached the roadside stand, 
where the driver would apply the brakes and bring his bus lo 
a squeaky halt, leaving the diesel motor running with a rum- 
"bling sound that vibrated even the seal you were sitting on, 
giving your posterior a queer sensation of being numb when 
it wasn’t. 

The fellow would gel down to purchase his tomatoes lo be 
followed by someone who wanted a bag of cucumbers, and 
the lady who needed green beans for dinner that day. Then 
the driver would stand up and announce, 4 ' I have nine chil- 
dren and they all love bananas.” Who could deny him a 
chance to make his children happy. 

After everyone had got into the bus again and the driver 
had counted noses to be sure that he wasn’t leaving anyone 
-behind, he would grab the shifts tick and grind the gears into 
^motion to continue down the road. Not too far on, he would 
j?all out. “We’re coming up to a really good bakery that 
makes delicious bread. My cousin runs it. Does anyone want 
bread?” 

After a chorus of '*1 do's” 'he would stop and disembark 
with half of the passengers while they all got their daily 
supply. Then back in the bus and on down the road. 

‘ ‘ Do you mind, brother, just turning off at the next cor- 
ner and going two blocks to the right, then 300 metres to 
the left,” a stout elderly woman draped in black called out 
next. ‘ ‘ You know, that is my sister-in-laws house and I pro- 
mised lo visit her but the rheumatism in my knees is bother- 
ing me lately and I don't walk like I used to.” 

“Don’t worry, Hajji,'’ he would answer, then following 
her directions he would deliver her to the front gate of the 
house, waiting patiently as she hobbled down the bus' steps 
and into the garden, then wave good-bye to her and conti- 
nue on to his ultimate destination. And il didn't matter so 
much that the bus was even another half hour late than it 
was when it picked you up, because everyone had taken care 
or their errands on the way to town and now were free to 
spend the time visiting with their friends in the market- 
place. 

. . Things have changed. The buses are faster and more effi- 
cient and' those of us who are perennial pedestrians are ■ 
grateful for it. But unfortunately the air of a trip into town . 
being an excursion or outing has disappeared in the process. 
The only thing that is the same is the crunchy layer of wat- 
ermelon seed, shells in the aisles; • . 
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French couple enjoy 
harmony in life and art 



• Al first sight one may find 
little in common between De- 
bussy and the racing car but to 
Michel tacomte, France's re- 
nowned racing track artist and 
his wife Anniclc. a concert pian- 
ist who concentrates on French 
impressionist music, who visited 
Amman recently, the two both 
have ‘interior silences'. 

Michel freezes Lhesc silences 
in his graphic representational 
drawings of drivers mid cars, of- 
ten in those moments when 
power and speed become abstract 
forces and the driver has a court- 
ship with death. 

'I he element of death in racing 
car driving is what Michel says 
he finds sobering, fascinating 
and attracting. A great lover of 
life who wishes to lest every pre- 
cious moment of it, he identifies 
strongly with the psychology of 
the driver. The driver and his 
niuchinc arc equivalent to Michel 
and his art. 

His wife Annick explains that 
before the blank canvas Michel 
experiences similar stresses us a 
driver before u race. The adrena- 
lin flows and is not exhausted 
until the * race' is run and the 
picture is finished. 

Both teachers us well as per- 
formers. Annick and Michel arc 
a rare harmonious couple. Al- 
though the disciplines' of music 
and painting differ their manner 
of life is similar and both find ' 
teaching children a rich and re- 
warding experience. 

Marred for twenty years, each 
partner reeds the other's luleni. 
Michel told The Star thut after 
meeting Annick lie burnt all his 
paintings and began afresh ex- 
pressing himself successfully in 
Iris medium. It is only her opi- 
nion that he values and only hers 
thill lie needs. 

The reserved Annick talks 
little of her art huL her reticence 
is ideal for exploring the delicate 
and sensitive corridors of im- 
pressionist music that if not 
handled with u strong, controlled 
but expressive hand, can be 
crushed into a meaningless wall 
of notes. 



Michel Lccomle 

Michel commented that his 
wife is as quiet and sensitive as 
the music she plays. Although 
Annick' s concert was poorly at- 
tended the audience exulted in 
her expert playing and insisted 
on several encores. 

Michel who was invited to 
view the royal collection of rac- 
ing cars was delighted with his 
visit to Jordan and the couple 
hope to return sometime in the 
future. 


• A large enthusiastic group or 
ladies was present when Her 
Highness Princess Basina, depu- 
tizing for Her Majesty Queen 
Zela Sbaraf, opened Lhe Young 
Women Christian Association. 
(YWCA)'s 1 I (h annual flower 
show at the Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel on 9 May. 

* ' Blooms for Peace' ' as the 
show was called, was opened 
wilh poetic introductory spee- 
ches, by Mrs. Salwa Shwelhat, 
vice president of the General 
Union of the YWCA in Jordan 
and Diana Bdour, member of the 
flower show's special organizing 
committee. Following these 
speeches was a lovely chatty tea 
parly over which friends and 
aquainlanccs had a chance to 
meet. 

Then (he ladies followed 
Princess Basma out of the ball- 
room to admire the artistic 
presentations of flowers and 
each of the show’s six sections 
was a work of art in itseir. 

In ‘Our Bountiful Jordan', 
fruit and vegetables, intermin- 
gled wilh delicate flowers, and 
overflowed from huge pottery 
jars. Copper pols and straw 
cages were also used imagina- 
tively. 

‘ High Aspirations’ was the 
biggest section, a heartening 
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Princess Basina admires the YWCA display 


sign of optimism from the art- 
ists. The while flowers with 
their long stems seemed to be 
reaching towards the heavens, 
with silver vases and white can- 
dles giving a romantic touch. 

Yet, it seems that very few 
were inspired by poetic verses. 
’Poetic Inspirations’ turned out 
Lo be the smallest section, with 
no more displays that can be 
counted by the fingers of one 
hand. Verses from Fadwa Tou- 
kan’s poetry were written along 
wilh one display, while an article 
on the ’Wadi Rum Trip’ extra- 
cted from the journal of a ‘Jor- 
danian Adventure' was another 
source of inspiration. The pretti- 
est display came from the verse 
of the remarkable and inspiring 
poetess, Emily Dickenson and 
followed the words "Between 
my country and others — There 
is a sea — but flowers — negoti- 
ate between us and ministry.’* 

• Over 30 first gruders and kin- 
dergarteners at the American 
Community School last week en- 
thusiastically made their journey 
over the yellow brick road seek- 
ing the powerful wizard in their 
performance or the "The Wiza- 
rd of Oz". 

The musical eanic about thr- 
ough the collective efforts of 
piano teacher Mrs. Nuhad Eld 
and directors Mrs. Eberle, Miss 
Eurnslde, and Miss Noire not to 
forget the behind the scenes 
work done by art designer Mrs. 
Dowanl and all elementary grad- 
ers who embarked on creating 
the scenery panels. 


Gabbl Hayes played the role of 
the story teller who sal offstage 
— and making the acting job of 
the children easier, since they 
were not required lo memorise 
lines that could be easily forgot- 
ten. 

Charlotte Thomsen was the 
cute blond Dorothy, and, deviat- 
ing from the original script, 
there was a pair of scarecrow 
instead of one, as well as a pair 
of tinmen and lions. Munchkins. 
ballerinas and soldiers were 
given generous roles — and each 
first grader and kindergartener 
had a chance to participate in the 
musical — all clad in decorative 
costumes wizzed up from simple 
material. 

The auditorium was packed 
with the proud parents and sibl- 
ings of Lhe lively children wbo 
followed the yellow brick road, 
located in the auditorium isles, 
and sang with all they had 
"We’re off to see the wizard, 
the wonderful wizard of Oz. be- 
cause, because.... cf the won- 
derful things he does. 
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Concert 

The Spanish Embassy presents a recital by pianist Antonio Ba- 
cicro 

Tuesday 22 May at 8.00 pm at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
Tickets JD. 2 

Exhibitions 

The British Council presents an exhibition of “Drawings 
from Pella’ * by All Jabrl 

Continues until Sunday 20 May 

Tl* A, . ,a Ar * Gallery presents an exhibition of work by the 
Jordanian Fine Arts Association 

Tuesday 22 May until Wednesday 30 May 

Srjtf c < r U i tUr . al 9^ re presents an exhibition of paint- 
ings by the students or Nazareth College 

Monday 21 May until Saturday 26 May 

Films 

The American Centre presents a ‘ ’Festival of American Musi- 
cals.” The programme includes: 

Oklahoma (1955). starring Gordon MacRae and Sbirlcy 
Jones. : - 

Thursday j? May at 8. GO pm 

Grease ( 1979). starring John Travolta and Olivia Newton - 
John ; 

Saturday 19 May at 4:00 pm and. 8. 00 pm »■ ■ 

Fame f 1980) 1 ; : ; - . . . : . , 

Sunday 20 May at 8.00' prrj : 

Annie ( 1982) : ; . . 1 i . 

Monday 21 May at 4.00 pni and 8,00 pm 


.'A 
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Wednesday 23 May al 8.00 pm 

P ,l i ur * 1 presents “La Batallle Du „ 

Clarieux, C Eteurard and 

Sunday 19 May at 7.45 pm 

Lecture 

The British Council presents a lecture by the distinguished 
British physicist Dr John Popple well -on “The Science of Mae- 
netlc Materials.” * 

Monday 21 May at 7.30 pm 

Bazaar 

The Cirde of French Ladles In Jordan Is organizing a bazaar 
d e rd«. n0 ' : Art, - taasador - Jabal A-unan be- 

Friday 1 8 May 1 1 . 0Q am until 5 . 00 pm. 
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The American School perforin^ 5 
look down their Yellow Brick 
Road 

• The Arab * w>rfd's educa j 
systems came under . 
scrutiny at a seminar held au> 
University of Jordan this ' 
The seminar tackled the q^ 0 " 
of ‘The Role of Education itn PJJ-, 
paring, the individual to 
present challenges'. 

Royal Court Minister Ag 
Abu Odeh said that Arab polity 
leadership is to blame ^ 
backwardness in education 
Arab world. He called on JL f i' 
ecutive and legislative a 
lies in the Arab world to rjeor 
nize the importance oi e 
tion. 

The Acting Dean °( S ,ud JJ.; 
Affairs at the University 
dan. Professor Muhayeddin '. . 
said, that education isa r . e 'l te< jii 
of the political system adopt ^ 
any country. He P 0l "J^ ishn Ki* 
the educational e ? ta K£jK 
, which prepares the p 

an intellectual sense i show 
supported by the- other 
tlops ip the country. v', 


A run for the fit 

„and the hopeful 


. Amman has a spniisurcd * Fun 
; jtl - venting »n 1 ' id;iv -> 
^ j| is being oiga n j zed hy the 
ran Hash House Martlets >>n 
i^jli of the lntcriiiiiioii.il Coiii- 
-.nit)' School I It'S* 

j-Glesmaii foi the Hash. Have 
told The Slat th<i( the 
-jjvopen to all comers and 
.•o are hoping for a big mi noiu 
T both runners ami sponsors. 
Ik run will be held al the ICS. 
:K uf assembly is 8:00 am. 
•iJjfur start al 8:30 am. 

there will be a five and a ten 
fttKirc run wilh prizes for I si 
J 2nd place and fastest male 
j female for each distance. Ail 
m-rs who finish will receive a 
iiiricate with their name on it. 

bury forms arc available from 
ft KS (tel. H 4 1 0 7 0 ) or the 
foil House Secretary (tel. 

and should be returned 
rjllednusday 23 May. 

special forms are available fur 
‘•■re obtain sponsorship. 


die money the limners raise 
will g«. (.. the ICS amenities fund 
■‘lid lil*i .ti v. the muscles iliev 
iU a vc|ii|i will hi- i heir own 


* and I fora Invei. 

Fukhri Malkawi gave a strikingly 
iK'iiinilul slide show at lhe Jer- 
usalem Melia Hold Iasi I'uesday. 
lakhri. who studied in Franco, 
combined his own photographic 
talent with poet Hall Al-Aflouni 
and a marvellous musical back- 
ground, to present a special vi- 
sion of Jordan’s countryside en- 
titled ’ Flowers and Sun'. 

Starting with a spring storm 
that bathes the earth's carpet of 
flowers, he wenl on to closeups 
of wi followers, lading one shot 
into another. 

Fukhri says Itis was the first 
lime for a Jordanian lo combine 
music, verse and photography in 
such it way. Elis show will now 
he presented on Jordan Televi- 


y?- 




Faklirl Malkawi 

siim on Tuesday 5 June to com- 
memorate National Nature 
Protection Day. 

• Managing Director of Al Arab 
Construction Company. Talal S. 
Hantzeb can now add a new title 
to his list or qualifications. At 
Lhe California Coast University 
lust month he was awarded the 
degree or Doctor of Philosophy 
in Business Administration. 

Dr. Hamzch’s thesis was on 
‘Strategic Marketing Manageme- 
nt for Jordan’ and his knowledge 
should service him well when he 
Lakes up a part- time lectureship 
al Mu' la University next Septem- 

lv*r 
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THE PORTRAYAL OF ARABS IN THE AMERICAN MEDIA 

EDITED BY 

EDMUND GHAREEB 


"Oh, that's right! You DID havo a hat . . . 
1 believe you'll find it in the 

1 „ u 

- 

other room/ 1 



The 11,1c- of lhe ninlki in slutping U.S. perceptions toward 
Arabs is exploied in interviews combined by Dr. Ghareeb 
wilh protnineni journalists and in. essays written by media 
specialists. The views o( Peter Jennings, Anthony Lewis, 
John Cooley, Motlding (inner, Georgie Anne Geyer, Jim 
Hoagland, Jim Lehrer. Trudy Rubin, Bernard Gwertzman, 
Nick Thimmesch and others are probed on reporting in the 
United States of intra-Arab relations, the Arab-Israeli dispute, 
and U.S. -Arab affairs. Split Vision is an important 
contribution to the ongoing discussion of how the media 
influences U.S. policy in the Middle East. Published by the 
A-merican-Arab Affairs Council. 


Yes, I want to order SPLIT VIS'OM 


: " 5lu ni to: 

| bAI/niaCmmcil 

■ : nw 

I DC: 20036 


l*a[M-ib:it k 5b.‘J r »: (Add $1 .00 for doincsiif postage and handling) 
(Add 57. 50 for foreign airmail) 

Hardtack $12.95: (Add 51.00 for domestic postage and handling) 
(Add 510.50 for foreign airmail) 

□ Enclosed is my check for — : Lj Bib me> 

(Checks must be drawn on U.S. banks.) 

(District of Columbia residents add 6% sales tax.) 





1 ! ' ' : Name. • _ - 

' •jf! 1 , | •• 'Address : ^l- ' 
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Grandmother’ s Tales 
Building castles in the air 


One Any, an old woman was sitting In her room, doing 
some needle work, when her six grandsons and gran4 
daughters came and sat around her. The smallest kid 
among theta came near to her and said, "Please 
grandma, tell us a beautiful story of yours.’* 

His grandma looked at him happily and said I’ll tell 
you a story about a shepherd who used to live In a vill- 
age In the mountains. The kids were sitting calmly, 
looking at their grandma as she began saying: 


By Hamdan Al-HaJ 
ONCE upon a time, there 
lived a shepherd who had a 
small number of sheep. He 
always took his animals to 
graze on fertile lands, and so, 
after a short time, the sheep 
bred and multiplied. The shc- 

g herd became very happy and 
egan thinking of putting up a 
new house and then marry. 

In spring, the sheep began 
producing d lot of milk from 
which he made butter. The 
shepherd stored the butter 
into a big clay jar. Everyday, 
the shepherd collected more 


milk to make butter until the 
jar become full. One after- 
noon as he sat In his cave 
watching the sheep grazing, 
he day- dreamt. The jar was 
placed above his head. He 
dreamt of his future and be- 
gan whispering to himself. 
“Tomorrow I will collect 
more butter and lake it to the 
city for sale. 1 will be able to 
solve all my problems, as I 
will get more money. 

I will build a luxurious villa 
and buy the most modern 
furniture. I will marry the 
most charming girl in the vlll- 


it's a record 


480 


From the Guinness Book of Records 

compiled by Norris McWhirler 


IN JUMPING mo TIMES 
ITS OWN HEIGHT A FLEA 
SUBJECTS ITSELF TO A 
FORCE OF 0.006. 
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THE UtifflY HAkE AND THE 
MMYIWlf HAVE BEEN 5EEN 
AT taeoofr. ANJO I qpoofr. 
RESF&TIteLY ON THE TIBETAN 
PLATEAU. 





age. My wife will give birth to 
a baby- boy And when I call 
him, he must respond. 
Whenever he disobeys my or- 
ders I will hit him with this 
stick. 

Mistakingly the shepherd 
hit the big jar containing the 
butter. The jar was broken 
into pieces and the shepherd 
lost all the butter. He could 
not even get the same quant- 
ity of milk from the sheep 
again as (hey were growing 
older and producing less 
milk. And so, he could not 
achieve his life-time ambi- 
tions. 

“Therefore my children,” 
said the old woman, “try al- 
ways to arrange for doing 
things and not sit and dream 
of doing them. Also, never 
think or bigger things that 
you cannot do.” 


The river 


The river flows, to the ocean It 
goes 

Running fast with the wind it 
goes 

Stealing the babys’ boats, feeding the 
plants around 

Seeing it, thq people say the river 
always flows away 

At night the. river Is a romantic sight 
The people see It and say, If only I was 
the river one day- , 

Our. young poet, Naser Hamdi.i : senf 
this poem about, the river, to Star 
Kids. Thank you very much Naser for 
this poem and very happy to get your 
contributions. I- 


A bird- eating spider of the Amazon about to pounce 
on two young birds. 

Which is the 
biggest spider? 

THE LARGEST British garden, or orb- weaving, spider 
has a rotund body about three-quarters of an inch 
long, with legs extending to a similar length. 

There are also house spiders with a body about the 
same length as that of the largest web- weavers of the 
British gardens, but with legs more than twice the 
length of their bodies. 

Now Imagine a spider with a body a good three In- 
ches long, with powerful, hairy legs spanning fully 
nine Inches. That would, indeed, seem a monster! 

Such Is the size of some of the large Avlcularld, or 
bird- eating spiders of the tropics, often wrongly called 
Tarantulas — a much smaller species. 

These large spiders live amongst the branches of 
trees, and do not spin a snare. They hunt their prey of 
small birds, mice, and lizards as well as grasshoppers, 
locusts and other Insects. 

They Inhabit most tropical countries, and, not Infre- 
quently; they are brought to England with bananas. In 
captivity they will live for several years if well fed sai 
their water supply Is always remembered. 
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TAURUS — April 
lid to May 2Nh 



All the portents of this coming week are that it will be 
an extremely active one for you where social activities 
arc concerned, but the most important thing for you is 
that romance should play a very big part this week. You 
may find that a close relative tends to leave you rather in 
the dark regarding their plans, but you should not worry 
loo much about this, for ihey really do know exactly what ] 
they are doing. I 


This appears to be a week during which, most of what 
you put your hand to should turn out very satisfactorily 
for you. plus the fact that a member of the opposite sex 
could more than please you. A colleague at work could 
show you much more consideration, and this in turn 
should help your progress. Social life holds very much 
more pleasure for you this coming weekend, and taken 
ali round, this appears to be a very satisfactory week. 


The possibility of a girt from a most surprising source ] 
this coining week should give you very much food for 1 
thought. Try to be just a little more discriminating in., 
your choice of friends just now. for you could so easily 
upset someone who has come lo think quite a lot of you 
recently. There could be just a few minor problems 
around you which you may have had or late. They should 
disappear, and consequently, you feel satisfied with life 
in general. 


You could find yourself tied up or involved in a little 
jealousy during this coming week, owing lo a chance re- 
mark. It will prove to be not quite so serious as long as 
you keep u level head. Use your own judgment in getting 
over a small problem of the heart. Do not rely too much 
on the advice of others around you. You could make a' 
new contact this week, which could prove to be an ad- 
vantage both at business und domestically. 


You would be advised to try lo keep your week as much 
to routine as you can. and avoid having harsh words with 
a loved one.fpf their actions will be made clear to you by 
the end of tfie week. You could find a great uplift in your 
confidence (his coming week, brought about by a loved 
one taking an extremely close interest in a plan which 
you may have that includes you both. This can both help 
you financially, and also further your business interests. 


CANCER — - June 
21st to Jaly 21st 


MMD>— Jill y 

2&)t||t(»AveMti21fe(i 


Unexpected help which you receive from a young per- 
son should more than please you. und even though your 
night- time plans may have to be revised a little, you 
should be very happy about it. Financially, you will find 
that you can afford to splash out a little more now on a 
.luxury you have been waiting for. for a long while. Also. 
_ .there will be quite a lot of talk of a holiday in the near 
c future, with friends or relatives. 


You would do well to heed a trusted friend and take 
them into your confidence before making any further, 
moves in a new romantic relationship that you have 
formed. Do your level best to remain calm should there 
be a small family crisis. You are well able to cope with 
the situation, and avoid any unnecessary arguments or 
friction. At work, praise from a superior regarding a sug 
gestion of yours should make you feel very pleased and 
satisfied with life. 


VURG0 — August 1 
ZtadUoiSHltainfa Walts 
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GEMINI -M* 



Social affairs should be taking on a far more cncourag- II 
ing look, so you should be able to stop worrying and | 
press on with the now Ideas that you have In mind. You 1 
may have to watch your P's and Q's where an affair of .1 
the heart is concerned, but by being extra attentive in 
this direction, your relationship could be happier and I 
more peaceful. Your relaxation periods could prove to be' 
quite .stronuous this week. 


SAonmvrtiius — 

I November 

2ai»diloilto« n tal to r.2ftHi 



EARTH 


GIANT SQUID 

OF THIMBLE TICKLE 

November 2 , 1878, fishermen from thimble tickle, 

NEWFOUNDLAND, OBSERVED A GIANT SQUID WHICH HAP 

beached itselp. Its length measured 55 

THE SUCKERS ON ITS TENTACLES MEASURING 4 INCHES 

ACROSS. • — 


W I rfrimiiiiiiii^im * 



Larger squid must exist in the depths, 

WHALES BEAR SUCKER MARKS NEARLY 20 INCHES 
A squid. With suckers stimes the wmctkof the p-; 
CORDED SPECIMEN WOULD BE OVER 


tonto»W May 

^ vf 1 * 088 10 ^ ou - ^11 1* uusicr during this com- 
a s !j, are y° ur happy and anxious moments, as a 
1x5 l,ed with a person who has recently come 
ure. There is a strong possibility of marriage for the 
ones by the time you reach your next anniversary. 

1 llome ,s concerned, a relative may appear 
WjnK_ er , ' and in this instance, you would be well ad- 

pleas a n L but firm, and then things should sort 
... B IVe* out. 

careerwise, are very good indeed during the 
offers 88 ^ u ? l0 improvements in your work, you will 
vP^oiton. Although this will not necessarily 
tatue iai« , ln £ ome straight away, there are signs of an 
* ■ m,er to the year. 


ferL?» 0et n ® 8 to ^ ou> Although the next couple of 
still i B i?« ,oa J; ral her dull and unexciting, after August, 
'MnrSJi 11 ^enturous turn that will be very different 
Present humdrum existence. 

r e .® motionaI disappointment, which you will 
c , -K/eat - ..y* to® year should improve in almost every 

^hU B «H Cl f ■ 0 l0n ? 1 developments, new and finer cultural 
^NbtiroS linBQCia Uy. your position will be much Jm- 
'jjvv c you reach your next anniversary, 

sfw have a spirit of adventure will find your- 

. ln *°bg journeys involving the crossing of 




■ year during which many changes will take 

. you. . 

wuse: you some anxiety during the latr 
r twelve months, and responsibility could 


!*}H®fb« most of recent changes ju far as your 


Sunday 20 May 

Birthday Greetings to You. 

A most satisfactory year is 
ahead of you, particularly in 
material things. Emotionally, 
there could be just a few little 
worries, but nothing that will 
cause real anxiety. 

For many of you, there I 
could be at least one new rela- 
tionship with a person of the 
opposite sex, lasting for a 
very considerable time. 
Though as I have said, there 
could be a few worries, there 
is also much pleasure and 
happiness to be gained. 

You will be involved in 
plans for a journey which will 
lead to hew. friends, and if 
you take sound advice,' sub- 
stantia! . financial gain; You 
should, however. guard 
against excessive expendi- 
ture, which .will cancel out 
the! benefits, 

’ You would be well advised 
to allow your : loved ones a 
little riwre freedom to: follow 
their own jiurtuita, as it is 
possible that you could lean 
towards! possessiyeness - and- 
jealous jV. 1 •: 


By not being all that much demanding of others during 
this week, you should go through one of your best periods- 
for some time past, with the prospect of a very full social 
weekend. A close friendship could enter a rather difficult 
phase. Bear in mind that it is only temporary. Your pa- 
tience ami tact could more than put this situation right. 
You should be making sure but slow progress now. with 
most of the plans you have in mind. 


A woman friend of yours could be of great help to you 
in resolving an emotional problem and you would be wise' 
to heed the advice given for the future. You may* find 
that you have to change your mind ralher abruptly over 
some news which you receive, and in consequence, you 
will feel relieved that you did not carry out your original 
plans. Later this week, things seem to automatically go 
your way and you should be feeling on top of the world. 


The instrument of your success in the social field this 
week should, without doubt, be your charm, and in con- 
sequence, you should find that you are extremely popular 
with the opposite sex. This should be a week ' of 
achie vemenl in almost everything that you attempt, plus 
the fact that your happy-go-lucky attitude could net you a 
most enjoyable period. A loved one could be going 
through a rather difficult period and will need your sup- 
port. 


You would be very well advised lo show satisfaction 1 
with what you have for the moment, for although chan- 
ges are indicated, which could be of great benefit for you 
and your partner, they may be slightly delayed. An old] 
friend could arrive around mid-week, most unexpect- 
edly, and this should prove to be the highlight of your 
week, bringing with it an extra social outing, plus a plan 
for a future holiday some months later. 


Monday 21 May 

Birthday Greetings lo You. The year ahead promises to be 
perhaps the most exciting one in your life so far. The way is 
set fair for great emotional development and several new 
interests, and there should be a definite improvement in your 
financial position. 

tf you are still single, there is a strong indication of marri- 1 
ago before your next anniversary. For the married ones 
amongst you, a deeper understanding will prevail which will 
draw you closer together. 

Hard work will be demanded of you throughout the coming 
year, but this will not be wasted. Watch out for the numbers 
3 and 5 — they will be particularly lucky for you. 


Tuesday 22 May 

Birthday Greetings lo You. If eligible, marriage was due 
last year, but there could have been a delay in this unlit fairly 
-soon — if settled already, there should be a stable environ- 
ment in which you can begin to pul down roots. . 

If you are drawn into a family argument towards the end of 
August, try not to lake sides, however strongly you may feel 
templed Lo do so. 

- It will be worth your while to put yourself out for your job 1 
this coming year, and prospects are good, and hard work will 
pay surprise dividends. 

The money situation should become considerably easier, 
and there could be a small windfall coming your way around i 
the September lo October period. \ 

Wednesday 23 May 1 

Birthday Greetings to You. You will find yourself adopting i 
a new outlook towards the world in general this coming year, 1 
and intuition will be one of your strongest points, and will 
prove very useful. 

On the money side,' this will be a year' of achievement: and 
expansion. As time goes by, there are signs that you shpuld 
branch out, and take chances which so far you have been he- 
sitant about. ' 

'Luck coming your way within the next three month^will be 
liqked with thq figures 3 and 8, 

Do not lot people put too much on your shoulders or over- 
tire yourself needlessly, and youjr health should be well above 
•average right ttaough' tKe jfear.V . • r' , - :: 
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mm 


■featuriM) 


JUST WAIT 


THERE UNTIL 


I EXPLAIN 


IT t) HIM 






HEY, MANAGER, I'VE GOT 
...A GREAT IPEA! > 


SEE 7 WE PRESS THEM ALL IN GREEN ANP 
PAINT THEIR FACES GREEN, ANP WHEN 
THEY STANP ON THE GREEN GRASS, NO 
ONE WILL KNOW THEY'RE OUT THERE ! 


YOU KNOW WHY WE LOSE SO 
MANY BALL GAMES? BECAUSE 
THERE ARE ONLY THREE OF US 
IN THE OUTFIELPj 



WELL, WHAT PO 
YOU THINK? 



NOW, IF WE COULP SNEAK IN THREE 
MORE OUTFIELPERS, WE COULP CATCH 
SOME OF THOSE FLY BALLS, RIGHT’ 
OKAY, 6IRLS, COME ON IN... 


' managers Are > 

ALL ALIKE ...THEY 
NEVER LIKE S0ME60PY, 
V ELSE'S IPEA5.. y 


f HOW PO WE 
GET THIS 
GREEN STUFF 
K OFF? J 
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Easy victory for Haddad 
Id Beitna Jordan Rally 


fy Jihad Saqr 

Special to The Star 

CflUN — It was George 11 ad- 
^ ftho reaped an easy victory 
ji 3 ‘ Beitna Jordan Rally, which 
u sponsored by Beil A! -Mai 
Investment Co. and or- 
-'i«dlQ the Royal Automobile 
ft last Friday. 

Itoins a Toyota Ce I i ca . H ad- 
jtMktke lead from Ihc early 


fei 


stages or Ihc 272 kin rally, 
which cons is led «r nine special 
singes totalling to about 90 km 
With clcvct and fost thinking 
and i aslant manon verability 
Haddad dominated the lead until 
the hnisli line benefiting from 
Hie high output of his ZSOHPCe- 
hca engine that per- 
formed well in the rial 
si retelling desert 

I (is Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah was the closet rival to 
Haddad during most of the rally. 






Haddad: Undisputed win 


rally 




The prince was driving a Toyota 
Corolla in his second national 
rally following his success in 
the February rally. Prince Ab- 
dullah was second in the firsl 
part of the rally and after passing 
the first five stages or the race 
which ended in Qatrana in Jor- 
dan s southern desert. In the 
second part. Prince Abdullah 
continued his momentum to gain 
the first place, but with onlv one 
stage to go. the rear axle dr his 
Corolla broke down. 

Mechanical problems 

In fact mechanical problems 
were the cause of a number of 
favourites withdrawal: Bassam 
Dirani and his brother Nabil 
bailed out in the first part of the 
rally. George Rizk's new Nissan 
240 RS overturned in the firth 
stage. David Jcpson's Toyota 
Starlet did poorly before the pow- 
erful engines of its rival in whal 
many agreed was the fastest rally 
in Jordan's history. Jepsun man- 
aged to finish as a respectable 
sixth thus keeping his lead in the 
Jordan Drivers Championship 
with 84 points to his credit. 

Antony Walker took second 
place in the drivers champion- 
ship table with an additional 34 
points for finishing second — 
2:02 hrs — behind Haddad, 
driving Nissan 240 RS. Ziad 
Bustami also driving Nissan 240 










Prince Abdullah: Unexpected accident 


RS settled for third place foll- 
owed by four Toyoias with Haile 
Agin lar leading them. Fifth was 
buhail Marar in a Corolla CT 
followed by Jcpson and Issn Ha- 
lubi (Corolla GT). 

Out of a tola] of 35 cars in the 
rally, five were driven by first- 
lime drivers. Tareq Bilbeisi won 
(he Newcomers Category collect- 
ing 44 points in 1:06:38 hrs in 
his Toyolu Corolla G'l and not so 
far from Haddad. Mohammed 
Wardeh came second, but 1 9 
minutes behind Bilbeisi, in his 
Datsun 1 80 B. fallowed by 
Ghassan Zmily and I. Karaghoss- 
ian, respectively. 

His Highness Prince Abdullah 
told reporters during the rally 
lhat he will not take part in Jor- 
dan International Rally in July, 
but assured Ihem lhat he will be 


behind the steering wheel in Sep- 
tember's national rally. 

Only 2 1 cars made it to Hie 
linisliing line and the special 
stages nre to blame for the many 
victims. The special stages 
storied from the club's premises 
passing Al-Tuncib. Khan Al Zn- 
bib. Suwuqnh. before regrouping 
in Qolranch at the end of Un- 
firs l pari of the rally 

The Iasi four special- stage .s 
look the drivers back on the 
same route which ended at the 
Club in Amman. Four of lhe.se 
special stages will be included in 
the international rally. 

* ’The aim or Friday's race was 
to make local drivers cumpeic in 
similar conditions to those of the 
international rally." Mr Dcreck 
Ledger. RAC manager told The 
Star. 
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REPEATING their success 

Sl$T ^ARS DOMINATED The Second 
limt T a ^ 0rc * an RalJ y 1984, Beating All Opposi- 
J° Gain 1st Overall And 1st In All Classes 

Pace A%j Q r ° V ! ns Toyota’s Known Reliability... 


TOYOTA’S ACHIEVEMENT 

TOYOTA CEUCA 2000 


First overall and 
winner of class 3 


JCWOTA COROLLA GT 1600 Winner of class 2 
TOYOTA STARLET 1 300 Winner of class . 
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The 

cinema 

corner 






The Thief and the Hounds’ 


Director: Kamal El- Sheikh 

Last week, ihe Cine Club 
showed one of the relatively 
older Arabic films belonging 
io a period when many of the 
films were dramatization of 
literary works. Naguib Mah- 
fouz’s novels had the lion's 
share in the producers' 


choice being a most realistic 
reflection of a certain sector 
of society. . . the oppressed 
common man wfyo is some- 
times led astray through 
need, depravity or sheer ig- 
norance. 

“The Thief and the 
Hounds" is an example of 
this type of novel, turned into 
a film by renowned director 
Kamal El Sheikh, starring a 
group of most popular stars of 
the lime; Shadia. Kamal El 
•Shcnnawi and Shukri Sarlian 
in the leading role of Mah- 
ran, the thief. 

The film is a story of 
revenge. The revenge of an 
embittered man just out of 
jail having been thrown there 
by the two people closest to 
him: his wife and his best 
friend. These two got married 
when Mahran was safely im- 
prisoned after their inform- 
ing the police about him. 

Having wasted five years of 
his life in a prison cell, Mah- 
ran comes out determined to 
make his betrayers pay their 
lives as a price. His blinding 
rage makes him kill innocent 
victims instead. 


Mahran* s crime hits the 
headlines of a newspaper, 
used and blown out of propor- 
tion by the reporter Elwan 
(played by Kamal El Shen- 
nawi) in an attempt to pro- 
voke public opinion against 
the criminal and achieve 
fame and recognition for 
himself in the process. 

Elwan himself, however, is 
not above reproach. All 
through his relationship with 
Mahran ( long before the lat- 
ter went to jail), he had had a 
considerably destructive in- 
fluence on his morals (or ra- 
ther his. lack of them) and 
subsequent behaviour. It was 
Elwan, the law student, 
whom Mahran had served at 
the studenL hostel, who had 
first encouraged and led him 
into his early attempts of 
theft. 

Elwan assured his admiring 
desciple that it was the right- 
ful duty of the poor to rob the 
rich for the benefit of a justly 
balanced society. Elwan, of 
course, was devotedly faith- 
ful to his own principles and 
had managed to acquire him- 
self quite a fortune.. .only to 
appoint himself as the judge 


and the executions of the de- 
prived, deceived and desper- 
ate Mahran just out of jail, 
intent on revenge. 

Thus the film becomes a 
dual between the two men. . 
two criminals, on two diffc - 
ent levels. Mahran the oi - 
law, the criminal with a " I - 
gal record" seeking revei e 
on all those who had wron; d 
him (with Elwan to top i e 
list), and Elwan the “seei - 
ingly" respectable soci> y 
figure who is ' ' not guilty" n 
any legal sense but who is u 
fact the merciless, connivi g 
criminal behind it all. 

Without deviating from i ; 
content of the novel, direct r 
Kamal El Sheikh kept to t • c 
spirit of the work by conce ti- 
trating on characterization 
A highly successful character 
portrayal was conveyed by ti e 
two heroes (Sarhan and El 
Shennawi), but the femme 
role played by Shadia (thorn h 
otherwise an excellent - 
tress) was rather melod 
matically overacted. ’! e 
minor character roles. h<- 
ever, were strikingly vi< i 
especially the role of Ma • 
ran’s cell- mate in pris< \ 


most naturally played bv th* 
late Salah Mansour 

It was the dramatic ao- 
proach of the director. hot 
ever, that sometimes ran out 
of hand. In an attempt at 
making the film into a sort of 
thriller — a genre of film ai 
which the director particu- 
larly excel Is — the effect of 
suspense was in some cases 
uncalled for. The final scene 
of the chase, was unnecess- 
arily prolonged, leaving the 
viewer exhausted and dissa- 
tisfied. 

Though Kamal El Sheikh 
made much more sophis- 
ticated and masterful films in 
the twenty five years that 
followed his directing of this 
film, “The Thief and the 
Hounds" remains a remark- 
able attempt that managed to 
attract and hold the sympathy 
of the audience over the 
years. The thief remaius 
what his original creator (the 
novelist) meant him to be: an 
oppressed and downtrodden 
victim of society, circum- 
stances and most of all... his 
own human weakness. 

Reem A. H. Yasln, 
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■JgVSS *go^J loft >n? td> 
that’s obvious (8) 

J come oul and ome * 

.1 Knocks ind confronts one 17) 
back ftrat 

dancing round one In 
turd (6) 

,i slop when we're told to nave 

i resi <5i 

-tor nothing when on the mat, 
"ib iIkw ?ou dont care (6) 
11 DX 9 he never leave the 
tupboard open ? (8* 

U a In the role of the 

UntUtw )8> 

UOn getting within^ posable 
range of ihe river »7> 
n a propensity for tlpplnz (7> 
H gdm off to Bleep In the snow ? 

i6l 

II Wbkt It would cost to lure a 
other, or maybe a mother ? 

8 (Kit And warmth do (8i 
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'bay be useH^ 0 ^’ each letter 
WaJW only. Each 

25?“. the large 
there must be at 


36 For a second, .you hold the 
ones here (61 

3fl He ramjiosod “The Hard- 
hearted Kins" (fii 

37 " No worse than most.” you 
say, ■■ at t»ho time “ (7) 

39 TIib star turn will amaze you 

41 Bo unfair and distort what 
one wld tfi) 

42 Olvo out, making everybody 
turn to (6j 

43 Compatible, as opposed to 
amiable ( 0 ) 

44 I can renovate the ten. ram- 
.shackle and old (7) 


1 Tlio boatmen arc. with rain, 
worse off (6> 

9 Taking a good look, left In 
the bird (8> 

3 Peel homesick, lovely lady ? 
(4. 7) 

4 Shortened, gave it a wave and 
uermed the ends (9) 

6 Saw It was dappled (7) 


6 A flrst-cl a s.q mind, but he's 
mad < 10) 

7 Fit properly (4i 

10 Doesn't do a good Job for the 
rascals (6) 

11 In bed, can't get out to ring 
one (7) 

19 Agree it’s a good thing to fix 
the pole Into (6i 


Dealer Soulh Game nil 

Patrons of the "old Black" are 
always happy to rend of occa- 
sions when leading players have 
manoeuvred themselves into n 
slum when missing two Aces. 
"Thill wouldn't happen to me." 
they reflect with justice. 

In the final of the team event 
;U Biarritz the Trench pair. 
Fcigcnhaum (North) and Pilon. 
bid ns follows: 

It is unwise, in general, to 
cuc'hid second- round controls at 
the Five level. West led a dia- 
mond and a club was returned. 

The American pair us*:d a con- 
ventional sequence. Over One 
Heart North responded 2 NT, 
showing heurt support, und 
South bid Four Spades, described 
ns key-card Black- wood. North 
responded Five Diamonds, which 
apparently showed two controls 
without Ihe Queen of hearts. 
East doubled this and South's 
Five Hearts was passed out. 


This diagram is from Polu- 
gaevsky (White to play) v. 
Gulko, USSR championship 
1978. Play went l Q— KR4, 
Q— K8 ch; 2 K— RJ, QxQch; 3 
KxQ with an eventual draw. 
What did the grandmasters miss 
during this sequence? 
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least one nine- letter word in 
the list. No plurals; no fore- 
ign words; no proper names, 
TODAY'S TARGET: 27 

words, good; 33 words, very 
good; 39 words, excellent. , 
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19 Onler a acort? (7) 

21 See, again, the seal I trained 

47 j 

94 Colour of the peace-keeping 
eorce’* uniform? «7. 4| 

** Acting aa though he's not • 
7o° k Q e,1 ., the a® 4 ® b y swinging 

2B The fallow with the titter 
(brown) and the cocktail (B) 

2B The music won't do (7> 

39 Oan't gland when the man 
stands, at the outset (6) 

32 The nsw list came from the 
nursery (8) 

33 By agreement, will endeavour 
to have meala in (6) 

34 Either having an enormous 
beam or looking furious (7) 

38 S'.ck of a lunoh-Utne huh (6) 

40 Taking a number over by river 
14) 


EASY PUZZLE 

‘ ACROSS 

8 Bat i7i 

9 Well-mannered ( 0 ) 

13 Indian monetary 
unit f 6) 

14 Competitor (ft) 

15 Mulllple-blrth child 

4 7 1 

16 Unpredictable (7i 

17 Competitions i&i 
11 Garret ,5) 

20 Used a secretarial 
skill (5) 

22 Hardened <6, 

23 Units of capacity <6; 
25 or the stars n, 

27 Persian i7> 

30 Expresses discomfort 

(6i 

31 Spanish port 181 

32 Painter's stand 1 5 ■ 

38 Vote into office i b > 

36 Sang <6) 

37 Grapple ■?> 

39 Highest (7i 



41 Punctuation mark 

iB ■ 

42 Church gangway (5) 

43 Not crossed out (0) 

44 Bested (7. 

DQWH 

1 Metal 18) 

2 Agreed (8i 

3 Not feasible (11) 

4 Gathered (fi) 

5 Raise objections i7) 

6 Complete devotion 
1 1C, 

7 Ship's body |4) 

ID Cleric (6) 

11 Late (Vi 


12 Adheres t6i 
16 Menaces (7i 
21 Road aiiriacc flaw 
17) 

34 Family provider til) 
28 Extended fip) 

26 Heckled (9i 
26 Packages (71 
30 Halls (6) 

32 Ll.t (Q) 

33 German art - songs 

34 Small bet (7> 

38 Sampled (6) 

40 Period before Easter 
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